e If you are desperate to do something,
anything, to defeat Donald Trump and elect Hillary
Clinton, here’s an avenue: Start phone-banking for
Hillary, especially to critical swing states
Pennsylvania, Virginia, Florida, Ohio and Nevada.
Plug in by stopping at the coordinated campaign
office, 131 E. 11th Avenue, or phoning 541-623-
0330, or emailing Chris@forwardoregon.org. We're
lucky to live in Oregon, which will not be a Trump
state, but the tech allows us to work across state
lines. All signs point to a perilously close race.
Every phone call will help.

e Maybe we need a tech game for the siting of
Eugene’s City Hall. This week both the EWEB
building on the river and the old Bon Marché
building and former call center on west Broadway
are in the news as possibilities for our center of city
government. Councilor Mike Clark has always
favored the EWEB building, Betty Taylor opposed,
Alan Zelenka not so sure. If you throw in the
possibilities around a new Lane County courthouse,
expanded farmers’ market, improved Park Blocks,
the game grows. Frank Lawson, new general
manager of EWEB, clearly intends to move quickly
on selling the riverfront building and we confess it
looks better and better after bumbling through
other options. Next move, please?

e A photo from July surfaced last week (see our
blog at eugeneweekly.com) that depicts local
racist Jimmy Marr shaking the hands of a Eugene
police officer. Given the continued shootings of
African Americans by police, the photo is triggering.
Marr posted the photo on Twitter, and EPD tells EW
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that the officer did not see the disturbing slogans
painted on Marr’s truck, such as “Jew Lies Matter”
and says that “the officer did exactly what he’s
supposed to do, which is to respond in a
professional and courteous manner to someone
who wants to greet them and in return shook the
man’s hand.” We get that. But it’s also disturbing
EPD was not familiar with a truck as controversial
as Marr’'s driving around town. Meanwhile, members
of Occupy Eugene and other protesters tell us that
EPD officers have refused to shake their hands. EPD
has been called out on the handshake. Marr needs
to be called out on his racism. In the current
national climate of hate and xenophobia, we need
to speak up to help resolve these problems.
#blacklivesmatter.

e Two major public records cases were
addressed last week. On Sept. 15, the Oregon
Supreme Court ruled thatin the case of the Tasering
of University of Oregon student lan Van Ornum
during a downtown pesticide rally in 2008, the city
of Eugene must make its internal police
investigation public. EPD found that Officer Judd
Warden, who Tasered the student twice, did not use
excessive force. Ornum’s conviction for resisting
arrest was later overturned and the charges later
dropped. Eugene-based Judge Martha Walters
wrote thatunder Oregon’s public records law, “in the
circumstances present here, the public interest in
transparency carries significantweight.” Meanwhile
the Oregon Department of Justice overturned a
14-year-old rule requiring some state agencies to
charge for public records, thanks to an appeal filed
by the Salem Statesman Journal, which took issue
with a decision by the Public Employees
Retirement System to charge full price for release
of public records. The more transparent our
government and law enforcement is, the more we
trust them.
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e Mrs. Thompson’s Herbs, Gifts & Folklore is an herbal apothecary and
Celtic import retailer located in downtown Eugene at 347 W. 5th Avenue.
Clinical herbalist Heather Nic an Fhleisdeir founded the apothecary in 1994,
the apothecary says in a press release, and she is preparing to have her 22nd
anniversary celebration and grand reopening 3-6 pm Thursday, Sept. 22. Live
music, door prizes and refreshments will be provided. According to Mrs.
Thompson’s, approximately 85 percent of their “therapeutic grade botanicals
are locally or regionally sourced often in partnership with small scale farms in
the Willamette Valley.” Mrs. Thompson’s can be found online at celticherbs.
com and on Facebook or by calling 541-686-6136.

e Join BRING Recycling, WildCraft Cider Works and three conservation
nonprofits for a community cider pressing party 11 am to 2 pm Saturday,
Sept. 24, at BRING’s Planet Improvement Center, 4446 Franklin Boulevard in
Glenwood. The event supports WildCraft Cider Works’ Urban Orchard Fruit Drive
for Friends of Buford Park & Mt. Pisgah, the Long Tom Watershed Council and
the McKenzie River Trust. “Bring your apples, pears and plums” that otherwise
might be wasted to contribute to the cider, BRING says. For every 40-pound
box of fruit donated, you'll get a quart of fresh juice or a coupon for a pint of
cider. WildCraft will give a filled, 32-ounce commemorative growlette for four
boxes. More info at bringrecycling.org.

e St. Vincent de Paul of Lane County tells EW that the “St. Vinnie’s store
at Oak Street and West 11th Street in downtown Eugene will have a different
look and inventory beginning Thursday, Sept. 22.” Spokesman Paul Neville
writes in a press release that, “Instead of the usual range of items that can be
found in the nonprofit's other 14 retail thrift stores, the Oak Street store will
primarily feature upcycled fashions by resident designer Mitra DeMirza
Chester, as well as original styles curated to attract younger shoppers.”

* New Frontier Market's aquaponics and permaculture farm in Dexter, Yep
Yep Farms, acquired Organic Certification from Oregon Tilth to become the third
certified organic aquaponics farm in Oregon and one of very few such farms in
the U.S.,Yep Yep says. Aquaponicsis a unique growing systemthatincorporates
growing fish) and combining it with growing plants. According to Yep Yep, “Itis
a versatile system that can incorporate biomimicry to be able to produce crops
in the greenhouse all year, to be resistant to climate change and to save on
water and other inputs.” The farm says that “In the Willamette Valley,
recirculating aquaponics uses about 95 percent less water than other forms of
agriculture.”
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