
STICKIN’ IT TO 
THE MAN
Upstart Crow stages the Broadway 

hit musical School of Rock

E
ugene audiences have a rare opportunity this 

summer to see School of Rock, a hit musical still 

running on Broadway.

Eularee Smith, executive director of Upstart 

Crow Studios, says it’s unusual for a show still on 

Broadway to be licensed for nationwide production. 

Upstart Crow Studios is a local nonprofit youth-oriented 

performing arts association.

Upstart Crow was awarded the license on the merit of 

the studio’s work with kids, Smith says. “The stipulation,” 

she explains, “is everyone in the show has to be 18 and 

under, and they have to be able to play live on stage.”

Based on the popular 2003 film of the same name, 

School of Rock tells the story of Dewey Finn, a substitute 

teacher with frustrated rock ‘n’ roll ambitions, portrayed 

in the movie by frenetic man-boy Jack Black. 

In a classic underdog story, Finn teaches his kids the 

value of nonconformity and self-expression while 

prepping for a “battle of the bands” competition.

Upstart Crow’s production, directed by John Deline, will 

feature live music also performed by musicians under the 

age of 18. Joe Ingram is the nonprofit’s musical director.

Like the movie, School of Rock features famous rock 

songs, but unlike the movie, the musical has additional 

material from acclaimed Broadway writer Andrew Lloyd 

Webber (Phantom of the Opera, Les Misérables). 

“We have 30-plus kids in the production,” Smith 

continues, “all ranging from the age of 18 on down. The 

youngest is 10.”

Smith admits it was challenging to fill the cast with 

youth performers. 

“We really recruited through band directors here in 

Eugene and Springfield,” she explains, “and local rock ‘n’ 

roll-centered organizations for kids,” including Allstar 

Rock Foundation, Grrlz Rock and Music Masters. Over 

the course of two weeks, cast and crew will partake in 

intensive, all-day rehearsals.

Smith says that, like rock ‘n’ roll, School of Rock 

exhibits a vitality that never stops. “It’s the energy of the 

music itself,” she says.

Smith continues: “It’s very empowering for the kids. It 

lets kids know it’s okay to speak your mind. There’s a won-

derful song called ‘If Only You Would Listen.’ It’s letting the 

kids have that moment to say: ‘I wish you would listen to 

me,’ to stand up and say, ‘Dad, I would rather play drums.’” 

But Smith says School of Rock also has valuable lessons 

for parents and guardians of underage children. “It gets 

them to see their child as not an extension of themselves,” 

she says, “but as a creative ball of energy that needs a place 

to let it go, let it out. Kids do have the ability and account-

ability to be responsible when they’re empowered.” ■

Upstart Crow’s School of Rock runs 7 pm Friday and Saturday and 2 pm 

Sunday, July 22-24, at LCC’s Ragozzino Theatre; $20, tickets available at 

upstartcrowstudios.org or at the door. 
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THE CAST OF UPSTART CROW’S 

SCHOOL OF ROCK

Each week we’ll feature 
a different beer style:

July 18-24: 50/50 Blend
Rubinator, CopperHead; What’s your blend?

July 25-31: Porter

CELEBRATE AT
Beer Specials 
& Tastings

Passport 
Stamps 
& More

EAST 19th STREET CAFÉ · 1485 E. 19th Ave. · Eugene · (541) 342-4025
HIGH STREET BREWERY & CAFÉ · 1243 High St. · Eugene · (541) 345-4905

NORTH BANK · 22 Club Rd. · Eugene · (541) 343-5622

1553 Oak St. Eugene, OR 
(541) 345-8904

keepeugenegreen.org

We provide 

safe access to medicine 

with the information 

you need to make 

empowered decisions 

about your well-being.   

Eugene’s Oldest Dispensary

Welcome to 
The Greener Side

M-F 10am - 9pm • Sun 11am - 7pm
do not operate a vehicle under the influence of this drug - for use by adults 21 years of age or older - keep out of reach of children

Are you ready to be the  
parent of a teenager? 

Participate in a new program from the University of Oregon, 
and learn new skills to interact with your teen. 

We want to help you be more effective and confident!

Call 541-525-0877 for more information.

Olive Plaza
A Caring Retirement Community

Phone/(TDD) 541-683-3247

• 1 Bedroom / 1 Bath
• Paid Utilities
• Federally Subsidized Rent
• Emergency Pull Cords
• Planned Shopping Trips
• All Units Air Conditioned
• Laundry Facilities
• Social Service Coordinator
• Seismic Upgrade Completed

1133 Olive St. • viridianmgt.com

541-344-7751

Tix: $18 ($14 for Thursdays)
Box office open  2:00-5:00
Wed.-Sat., 2350 Hilyard St.

Tix on-line at www.TheVLT.com

The Very Little Theatre

87th SEASON!

7:30 pm curtain; 2 pm Sundays

Award-winning comedy hit
by Moss Hart and 

George S. Kaufman
Directed by John Schmor

July 29-31, 
Aug. 4-7, 11-13 

YOU CAN'T 

TAKE IT 

WITH YOU


