ACTIVISTAALERT T
BEND, ITS LURE AND ITS PROBLEMS

e Four Ladies in Tennis Shoes: The Story of
How Four Determined Women Convinced the
Forest Service and Saved Limpy Rock, a free
presentation by Jeanne Moore is at the Douglas
County Museum 2 pm Saturday, May 7. Moore is a
self-taught botanist and one of the founders of the
regionally popular Annual Glide Wildflower Show.
Moore, wife of legendary Frank Moore, will share
with the audience how she and her friends, Yvonne
Knouse, Mary Powell and Alice Parker, discovered
rare plants in the Limpy Rock area and used their
discoveries to convince the Forest Service to put
down the chain saws and give special protected
allocations to an area of such rich and rare plant
species. Formore information call 541-672-7065.

e Oregon Attorney General Ellen Rosenblum will
join members of the Public Records Law Reform
Task Force 4:30 pm Monday, May 9, in Eugene for
the task force’s second public hearing to give Orego-
nians a chance to provide input on Oregon’s Public
Records Laws and the work of the task force. The
meeting is in room 141 Allen Hall at the UO’s School
of Journalism and Communication. The task force
was formed as a way to promote greater transpar-
ency in government and review and recommend
specific improvements to Oregon’s public records
laws. Issues include establishing deadlines, exam-
ining fees and addressing the more than 500 ex-
emptions from public disclosure. Open to members
of the media and the public. Comments can also
be emailed to the task force at publicreocrdstask-
force@doj.stat.or.us. For more info contact Kristina
Edmunson at the AG’s office, 503-378-6002

POLLUTION UPDATE

Oregon Department of Environmental Quality
(DEQ) sent a “pre-enforcement notice” to Vernon
Egge of Coburg Road Quarry, LLC on April 1
concerning illegal discharges of wastes to the
McKenzie River where it flows under I-5 (near
Armitage Park). DEQ received a complaint of
“discolored and turbid water runoff” entering the
river at this location on March 14 and verified
the discharges via a site visit the same day. DEQ
“strongly suggests” that Coburg Road Quarry
submit a permit application for future discharges
by May 13. A permit application was previously
submitted for this site and then withdrawn by
Coburg Road Quarry, which claimed at the time
that the site had no discharges. DEQ will likely
assess a financial penalty against Coburg Road
Quarry in the near future for the recent violations.
— Doug Quirke/Oregon Clean Water Action Project
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Susan Primak retired from the University of Oregon in
2013 and was also a master gardener in Eugene. She and her
husband Paul decided to move to Bend in 2014. “We always
set our sights on Bend, but we were waiting for that magic
moment,” she says.

Primak was ready to spend her free time outdoors and
says the high desert climate has allowed her to bird watch,
hike, kayak, fish and, most recently, she joined the Deschutes
Land Trust — where she trained to complete bird surveys.

Paul Primak says he misses the wineries of the
Willamette Valley but grew up in the high desert climate
of Lakeview, Oregon and worked for the Bureau of Land
Management and for the Forest Service fighting fires.

“The quality of life here is phenomenal,” Paul Primak
says of Bend. “We could use a little bit more liberal
congressmen, but there’s not much to complain about.”

When the couple began searching for real estate within
their price range, Susan Primak says they had to raise their
price mark to include the amenities they wanted like having
a yard. “We compromised and we moved into the southwest
part of Bend and found a house that was about 10 years old
in a nice neighborhood, and it had a yard.”

However, Susan Primak says, “If we would have waited
longer, T think it would have been less affordable.”

As growth accelerates in Bend, the city has faced a slew
of complications. Back in 2010, the city’s urban growth
boundary plan was remanded, and over the past six years,
the city has formed a special task force and technical
advisory committees to assist with the UGB process.

The six current city council members and the mayor
now serve on the UGB Steering Committee, according to
Anne Aurand with the city of Bend. As in Eugene, the UGB
determines where and how the city is permitted to build and
grow over the next 20 years.

City Councilor Nathan Boddie says the council expects
to submit a finished product to the state sometime during the
summer. “Completing the process is important since we’re
behind schedule adding new land to Bend from inadequate
planning in years past.”

Bend’s infrastructure is deteriorating — its sewer system
is at capacity and several upgrades are underway to address
the issue, according to the city’s Sewer Infrastructure
Project update. The city roads are also in bad shape.

In March, Bend voters rejected a half-cent gas tax that
would have addressed the $80-million deferred maintenance
street repair deficit. “We don’t have any more funds than
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before we proposed a fuel tax and most of our budget goes
to police and fire,” Boddie says. “The city of Bend does not
have any authority to levy taxes and many of our roads are
on the brink of needing complete replacement if we can’t
repair them, which is much more costly.”

And then there’s Bend’s housing crisis. For the past few
years, the City of Bend’s Annual Action Plan Executive
Summary has included addressing the “extremely low
vacancy rate,” which “lead[s] to rent inflation.” Simply
put, the demand for housing has been on the rise while the
number of available rental units has barely budged.

According to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development Comprehensive Housing Market Analysis
published in 2015, 1,100 rental units were in demand with
only 50 under construction, and 3,325 sales units were
needed with 440 under construction.

Councilor Boddie’s best advice to anyone contemplating
a move to Bend — patience. “We don’t have enough rental
capacity, and affordable housing is scarce.”

But for some, capacity issues and rising housing prices
haven’t halted their high desert dreams. Stella Dean and her
husband relocated to Sisters in 2014 after spending 40 years
in Eugene. Dean worked at PeaceHealth and the UO before
purchasing a home in Sisters.

Dean says, “A lot of relatively well-to-do retirees here
makes it tough for people who are still working.” The Primaks
volunteer at Family Kitchen — a nonprofit that prepares and
serves meals to anyone in need — and Susan Primak says
there are more people in need than you would expect.

“T asked who are those people [in need], and a lot of them
are from here, and they’ve either lost their housing or they
have [encountered] other problems,” she says. “There are
a lot of rental increases, and there is a discussion locally
about affordable housing — it’s a problem.”

“There’s less access to reasonably lower income housing
than there would be in Eugene,” Dean adds.

Both Primak and Dean agree that provisions east of the
Cascades are pricier. Dean says there is one main grocery
store in Sisters. Primak says finding fresh, affordable
seafood is difficult. “Even Cafe Yumm!’s prices are a little
more expensive,” she says.

For Dean, waking up to a view of the mountains every
day and the high desert climate ultimately make her happy to
live in Sisters. “I moved here because I wanted to get as close
as possible to the life T want to live before it was too late,
because I’'m an outdoor person,” she says. — Corinne Boyer

20-239 Supporting 4-H and OSU Extension
Programs in Lane County — YES

20-240 South Lane School District #45J3, South
Lane School bond to improve safety and school
facilities — YES

20-241 Siuslaw School District #97J Bonds for
new Construction, repairs and technology —
YES

20-242 Junction City School District #69 Bonds
for replacement, safety, security, repairs and
system upgrades — YES

20-243 Mapleton School District #32 School
District bond to improve facilities, safety and
security — YES




