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I
t is a peculiarity of art that its failures are often more moving, more profoundly 

beautiful, than its successes, especially when the artist failing is a great one. Perfection 

has a monolithic aspect, airtight and intimidating; it can leave us cold. Better, 

sometimes, the flaw, the frayed end, which reveals the Icarus burn of lofty ambitions. 

Humanity, you might say, is never more humane than when it strives and crashes.

In other words, I’d rather watch great filmmakers like Orson Welles and Terrence 

Malick botch it than see another middlebrow hack like Ridley Scott or Alejandro González 

Iñárritu nail it — the starting points are so radically different.

Same goes for writer-director Jeff Nichols, whose latest film, Midnight Special, is a 

wonderfully taut sci-fi thriller that eventually unravels under the strain of its own visionary 

ambitions. Nichols is a daring young filmmaker whose movies tackle quasi-religious 

subjects that are at once psychologically edgy and cosmically profound; his film Take 

Shelter, about a man haunted by apocalyptic visions that may or may not be prophetic, was 

one of the finest movies of 2011. Along with other young directors like Jonathan Glazer 

and M. Night Shyamalan (yes, I said it), Nichols seems to be pushing for a new mythology 

that better captures our modern crisis.

The story of Midnight Special is fable-simple, but Nichols spools it out as a series of 

reveals that leave you guessing at the truth. With the help of a renegade state trooper (Joel 

Edgerton), Roy (the enthralling Michael Shannon, somewhat wasted here) kidnaps his son, 

Alton Meyer (Jaeden Lieberher), from a Texas cult led by Calvin Meyer (Sam Shepard), 

who believes the boy holds mystical properties that will protect “the Ranch” from the 

coming end of the world.

Eluding law enforcement as well as cult members in mad pursuit, the two men drive 

like hell to get Alton to a particular place at a particular time, where he may or may not 

return to the celestial plane where he rightly belongs. Is this pale boy a savior? An extra-

terrestrial? A victim of mass delusion? These and more questions arise, as do a series of 

dire complications, including a rendezvous with the boy’s mother, Sarah Tomlin (Kirsten 

Dunst, always good).

The premise, which grapples all at once with such issues as end-times anxiety, federal 

conspiracies, quantum physics, parental bonds, alien abduction and how to best travel in the 

dark, is thrilling and brave. My former colleague Steve Wiecking described Midnight Special 

as “a smarter Powder or edgier E.T., basically, but with an excellent cast,” and I can’t top that.

For me, the problem was that the cast is underused, the characters slightly undeveloped. 

The movie bites off so much that it remains, oddly, at the level of the theoretical and 

speculative; the breakneck pacing is interspersed with slower moments of emotional 

connection, but they aren’t enough to balance out the grand themes that overwhelm the 

project. Unlike many, I actually rather liked the film’s ending, if only because it risks 

grandiosity. And yet, because the characters seemed more placeholders than flesh-and-

bone people, it didn’t carry the weight it might have.

Despite its flaws, or perhaps because of them, I admire Midnight Special — admire more 

than like. Ultimately, I think the film is a misstep for Nichols, and although it’s in the same 

thematic ballpark as Take Shelter, it doesn’t achieve that movie’s unnerving atmosphere of 

intimacy and claustrophobia. Still, it shows a talented director reaching for the sky, and I 

can’t wait to see him reach out again. Even if he fails. (Regal Cinemas) 
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A celestial adbuction drives Jeff Nichols’ Midnight Special

JAEDEN LIEBERHER IN 

MIDNIGHT SPECIAL

RED BARN
NATURAL GROCERY & DELI

APRIL DELI SPECIAL

$1 OFF ALL* ESPRESSO DRINKS
*EXCLUDES SHOTS & AMERICANOS

4TH & BLAIR • 541-342-7503 • 8AM-11PM DAILY (DELI 9PM)

HELLO, MY NAME IS DORIS (R) 
 Fri - Wed: 1:30, 3:45, 6:00, 8:15

 Thu: 1:30, 3:45, 8:15 

RAMS (HRUTAR) (R)
In Icelandic with English Subtitles
  1:00, 5:45 

Marguerite (R) 
In French with English Subtitles
  3:00, 8:00

Sembene! (NR) 

Presented by UO Cultural Forum. 
Free for Students. $3 General Admission.
 Thu: 6:30 PM

Serving the Eugene Community for Over 35 Years!

TICKET PRICES: MATINEE before 6pm $5
ADULT $8 | STUDENT $7 | SENIOR 62+ $5

CHILD age 12 & under $5

Local beer, wine and cider...
and now kombucha on tap!

bijou-cinemas.com

April 15-21
492 E. 13th Ave 

541-357-0375

FILM.
FOOD.

FRIENDS.

ADULTS $8
STUDENTS (with ID) $7
SENIORS (62+) $5
CHILDREN (6-12) $5
MATINEE (before 5 pm) $5

NO TALKING OR TEXTING DURING THE FILMS

ARRIVE EARLY FOR BEST SEATING
ENJOY OUR SELECTION OF GOURMET LOCAL 

SNACKS, WINE, BEER AND CIDER

BUY TICKETS IN ADVANCE, ONLINE OR IN PERSON

CITY OF GOLD  Fri -Tue 12:30 2:45 5:00 7:15 
    Wed-Thu 12:30 2:45 5:00

THE WITCH  Fri -Tue 12:10 5:05 7:15 9:25 
    Wed-Thu 12:10 7:15 9:25

EYE IN THE SKY    12:00 2:20 4:40 7:00 9:30

WHERE TO INVADE NEXT 

    Fri -Wed 12:30 3:10 5:50 
    Thu 12:30 3:10

EMBRACE OF THE SERPENT  2:20 8:30

MR. RIGHT    9:20

THE ROYAL OPERA: BORIS GODUNOV 
METROarts PRICING: ADULTS $19 / STUDENTS $18 / SENIORS $16 / NO PASSES 

    Wed 6:00 

METROarts PRESENTS

THE ROYAL OPERA:
BORIS GODUNOV
WEDNESDAY

43 W. BROADWAY v (541) 686-2458 v WWW.BROADWAYMETRO.COM

APRIL 15 TO APRIL 21

METROarts: FIRST-CLASS TICKETS TO WORLD-CLASS PERFORMANCES
ADULTS $19 / STUDENTS $18 / SENIORS $16 / NO PASSES

10 CLOVERFIELD LANE (DIG) 
(PG-13)
11:00AM 4:45,

BARBERSHOP: THE NEXT CUT 
(DIG) (PG-13)
10:30AM 1:25, 4:10, 7:00, 9:45

BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF 
JUSTICE (3D) (PG-13)
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00 
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
11:45AM 10:25

BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF 
JUSTICE (DIG) (PG-13)
10:55AM 2:30, 3:15, 6:25, 7:00, 
10:10

BOSS, THE (DIG) (R)
10:35AM 1:10, 3:45, 7:30, 10:00

CRIMINAL (2016) (DIG) (R)
11:05AM 1:55, 4:40, 7:25, 10:15

DEADPOOL (DIG) (R)
10:40AM 1:20, 4:35, 7:50, 10:30

DEMOLITION (DIG) (R)
1:45, 10:15

THE DIVERGENT SERIES: 
ALLEGIANT (DIG) (PG-13)
10:25AM 1:15, 4:30, 7:35, 10:25

EYE IN THE SKY (DIG) (R)
10:20AM 1:05, 4:05, 7:45, 10:20

GOD’S NOT DEAD 2 (DIG) (PG)
11:55AM 3:35, 6:55, 9:50

HARDCORE HENRY (DIG) (R)
11:50AM 2:25, 4:55, 7:55, 10:30

HELLO, MY NAME IS DORIS 
(DIG) (R)
11:25AM 1:50, 4:20, 7:05, 9:35

JUNGLE BOOK, THE (2016) 
(3D) (PG)
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00 
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
10:45AM 4:25, 6:15, 9:15, 10:05

JUNGLE BOOK, THE (2016) 
(DIG) (PG)
12:00, 1:35, 3:05, 7:15

MIRACLES FROM HEAVEN (DIG) 
(PG)
11:30AM 2:20, 5:00, 7:40, 10:20

MY BIG FAT GREEK WEDDING 2 
(DIG) (PG-13)
11:35AM 2:15, 4:50, 7:15, 9:40

ZOOTOPIA (DIG) (PG)
10:50AM 1:30, 4:15, 7:10, 9:55

*NEW* ALL AGES

FRI APR 15TH - THUR APR 21ST

TIX 
$6

$2 
Tues

$1off
stud/SEN

$3 
Sun

HAIL, CEASAR!

4:50

HAIL, CEASAR!

9:25

ALL AGES, ALL THE TIME

THE REVENANT
6:45

12 OSCAR NOMINATION

BROOKLYN
7:10

3 OSCAR NOMINATIONS

SPOTLIGHT
5:00

6 OSCAR NOMINATIONS

SPOTLIGHT
9:05

6 OSCAR NOMINATIONS

Asian Food

Market

Asian Food

Market

www.sunriseasianfood.com
M-Th 9am-7pm•F 9am-8pm•Sa 9am-7pm•Su 10am-6pm

70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene • 541-343-3295

Now Featuring

Middle Eastern Food 
& Vegetarian Items

Including Vegetarian Seafood,  
Meat Substitutes & Snacks

Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen products, 

deli, snacks, drinks, sauces, spices, 
produce, housewares, and more.

Sushi & Asian deli take-out

29TH AVENUE

W
IL

L
A

M
E

T
T

E
 S

T
R

E
E

T

O
A

K
 S

T
R

E
E

T

Sunrise
5

Woodfi eld Station
SHOPPING CENTER


