WE BUY

WITH A SMILE

KITSCH-22

BEST LOCAL
CLOTHING STORE
(BEST OF EUGENE 2015)

1022 WILLAMETTE ST.
541-343-2411

March 25 - April 3

The Eighth Annual
Northwest Ten Festival
of Ten-Minute Plays

The local favorite returns with
eight brand-new plays by
writers from Oregon,
Washington State and—new
this year—British Columbia!

Market

Now Featuring

Middle antern Food
& Vegetarian Items

Including Vegetarian Seafood,
Meat Substitutes & Snacks

Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen products,
deli, snacks, drinks, sauces, spices,
produce, housewares, and more.
Sushi & Asian deli take-out

And don’t miss the rest of
OCT'’s exciting season:

Steve Yockey's Blackberry Winter
National New Play Network
Rolling World Premiere

Christopher Durang’s
Vanya & Sonia & Masha & Spike
Tony Award-winning comedy
featuring Storm Kennedy

‘Woodfield Station

SHOPPING CENTER Thanks to Our Executive Season Sponsors:

m LANE GATEWAY

FOREST PRODUCTS
The company to grow with

29TH AVENUE

Tickets: (541)465-1506
orvisit octheatre.org

ADLLT RESIDENTIAL CARE

133418 ILIINYTTIM
133418 MY0

Sunrise
www.sunriseasianfood.com

M-Th 9am-7pmeF 9am-8pmeSa 9am-7pmeSu 10am-6pm
70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene * 541-343-3295

Time flies when you're having sun.

Starting April 4, our shops are open 9am-7pm on weekdays and 10-5 on weekends!

2480 Alder
541.342.6155

556 Charnelton

bicycleway.com
541.344.4105 g y

LS

WANT TO PARTICIPATE IN A RESEARCH STUDY?

The SAN Lab at the University of Oregon is looking
35-55 year old volunteers for the following studies:

DO YOU HAVE TROUBLE WITH SELF-CONTROL?

-Contact us about ‘Self-Control Study’
-Like facebook.com/REVstudy

DO YOU WANT TO EAT HEALTHIER?

-Contact us about ‘Eating Study”
-Like facebook.com/oregoneatingstudy

SAN LAB

Motivation Neuroscience at UQ

1440 Franklin Blvd - Eugene OR 97403
contact us

541-346-6724

sanlab@uoregon.edu

Visit our website for more research opportunities:

sanlab.uoregon.edu/participate

E MARCH 31, 2016 ® EUGENEWEEKLY.COM

THEATER

BY RICK LEVIN

S

JENNY PARKS (LEFT), JOEL
IBANEZ, DONOVAN SEITZINGER
AND HILLARY HUMPHREYS IN _

APPLES TO APPLES

ACE’s offbeat musical comedy Falling for Eve looks at the
pitfalls of relationships in the Garden of Eden

ACE’S FAL,

h, Paradise: What an orchard of happiness. Endless green, endless time and
endless innocence, unsullied by death and the knowledge of it. What’s not to
like? But God, in his infinite wisdom, looked upon Eden’s immaculate expanse
and thought unto himself: Needs something. Needs a beholder to appreciate my
handiwork and artistry, my Godness. Needs people.

And so there were people, and everything went to hell.

This, then, is the jumping off point of Falling for Eve, an odd and mildly offbeat
musical now playing at Actors Cabaret of Eugene under the direction of ACE’s Joe Zingo.
Written by Joe DiPietro and with music and lyrics by Bret Simmons and David Howard,
Falling for Eve turns the biblical fable of Adam and Eve into a sort of situational comedy
about the pitfalls of romantic entanglements.

Great liberties are taken with scripture here, leading to a story that is less about
temptation and evil than a meditation on the downfalls of intimacy and emotional growth.
When Eve (Jenny Parks) takes a hit off the proverbial apple, she basically leaves Adam
(Joel Ibanez) in the dust, stuck in the Garden of Eden while his girl, ejected and dejected,
wanders out into the big, bad world. Rather than pleasing God, Adam’s obedience
frustrates the creator, who is anxious for the human race to get underway with sex and
procreation (and sin and death and all that jazz).

The fate of these first Earth people, and therefore all humanity, is watched over not only
by God — in his male (Donovan Seitzinger) and female (Hillary Humphreys) incarnations
— but by a pair of angels as well, Sarah (Emily Westlund) and Michael (Sheldon Hall).
Together these extraterrestrials form a sort of slapstick chorus, less supreme beings that a
quartet of fallible Greek gods wringing their hands over the vagaries of hominid free will.

Falling for Eve moves swiftly, jumping from funny musical numbers (“Apple, Apple,
Apple, Apple”) to haunting solos such as Eve’s lost-in-the-wilderness ballad “Just Beyond
Where the World Ends.” The cast is strong and Zingo’s direction is sure and swift. For a
story that riffs on something as broad as the Christian creation myth, the musical is over
before you know it.

It’s all a pleasant and entertaining diversion, though occasionally the musical feels
slight and half-baked, a problem that has less to do with the production than the writing
itself. At times, it seems as though Falling for Eve can’t decide whether it wants to be a
wacky rom-com, a comedy of manners or a holy farce — a problem in tone that scatters
the story and seems to leave a lot off the table. A venal sin, perhaps, but consternating
nonetheless.

Thankfully, what is on the table, including a totally captivating performance by Parks
as “The First Girl” and Mother of All Creation, makes this show worthwhile. m

Falling for Eve plays at Actors Cabaret of Eugene through April 16; info and tickets at actorscabaret.org or 683-
4368.



