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The tragedy of the commons occurs 

when individuals neglect the well-being 

of society in the pursuit of personal gain. 

There has been a constant expropriation of 

land, labor and resources from indigenous 

peoples and the “lower classes.” Our 

common air, water and soil have been 

fouled to the benefi t of private corporations 

and individuals. Why is it that everything’s 

value depends on what kind of profi ts can 

be extracted from it?

Adding insult to injury, the developers 

want to deprive the Eugene community of 

its common tax base by using the MUPTE 

to help them steal the square. Development 

will happen anyway; there’s no need for 

corporate welfare to encourage it.

The developers say the activities that 

take place at Kesey Square can take place 

now where City Hall was. Was tearing 

down City Hall with its still usable skeleton 

part of the plan for taking the square?

It’s time to take back the idea of the 

commons and take a stand against the 

developers and their political lackeys. 

Kesey Square is a line in the sand that 

cannot be crossed. Never shall we 

surrender any more of the commons to 

these despoilers of the earth.

Let’s call it what it is, a naked grab of 

the commons with the voiceless “travelers” 

used as a scapegoat.

Scott Fife

Eugene

CIVIL RIGHTS IN JEOPARDY

The U.S. has always been torn between 

the visionary people power of our Declaration 

of Independence and the gritty reality of 

a slavery-based corporatist state waging 

relentless war around the world. 

Many are aware of the 2010 Citizens 

United decision by the Supreme Court 

and the resulting fl ood of corporate 

money in politics. Fewer perhaps have 

considered the connections between 

Citizens United and other Supreme Court 

decisions, which are rolling back the civil 

rights gains of the 1960s. 

With Peg Morton’s passing, we're 

challenged to dig deeper into our daily 

realities to understand how we can fulfi ll 

the vision she articulated so well for us.

To mark MLK Day, We the People-

Eugene is joining with the NAACP to 

present a forum called “Race, Police, the 

Supreme Court and Democracy” at 7 pm 

Wednesday, Jan. 20, in Room 110 of the 

UO Law School. State Rep. Lew Frederick, 

sponsor of the successful anti-profi ling 

bill passed in the 2015 Oregon legislative 

session, will join Eugene NAACP President 

Eric Richardson and psychologist Bob 

Doppelt in a conversation facilitated by 

Evangelina Sundgrenz. With this event, 

We the People-Eugene hopes to stimulate 

an ongoing series of public conversations 

linking our judiciary, economics, civil 

rights and democracy.

Fergus Mclean, secretary

We the People-Eugene

The Shedd Institute 
 www.theshedd.org  -  541.434.7000

Marc Cohn
Monday 

January 18

Dan & Peggy Neal
concert sponsors

Select shows coming up at The Shedd…Select shows coming up at The Shedd…
2.02 Blues Harp Blowout
2.10 Béla Fleck/Abigail Washburn
2.12 Badi Assad
2.20 Honey Whiskey Trio
2.26 Rickie Lee Jones

2.27 Shawn Mullins
3.12 Mariachi Sol de Mexico
3.15 Keb’ Mo’
3.20 Peter Frampton Raw
5.23 Buddy Guy (Hult)

Coming up next at The Shedd…Coming up next at The Shedd…

Keola Beamer Keola Beamer 
& Henry Kapono& Henry Kapono
Saturday,Saturday,  January 23January 23

The Magical The Magical Moombah!Moombah!

Gloria’s Habitat Hotel!Gloria’s Habitat Hotel!
Sat January 23rd - 10 am & 1 pmSat January 23rd - 10 am & 1 pm

January 22-24�

America’s 1st Sustainable Home & Garden Show!�
Celebrating 11 Years!�

Fairgrounds~Eugene   Fri 5-9pm   Sat 10am-8pm   Sun 10am-5pm�
Admission with Canned Food Donations    EugeneHomeShow.com�

featuring�

225 Home, Garden�
& Living Exhibits!�
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Shannon Quimby, Salvage Designer�
Better Homes & Gardens Editor & HGTV Alumni�

Speaking 3 Days!  New Hot  Topics!�
�Big Design Ideas for Small Spaces!�

�Outdoor Rooms: Salvage Design & Decor!�
  Win Prizes!   Book Signings to Follow Each Talk�

Tour Oregon’s Tiny House Round-Up!�Oregon Crafted for Small Living.�
Presents Greenleaf Tiny Homes, Mod Eugene & Tiny Mountain Houses.�

Enjoy John Fischer, 3-D Printing Demos, Live Music & Alpacas!�

Over 65 Sustainable Home, Garden & Living Seminars!�
Schedule your visit around the seminars & workshops ~ online EugeneHomeShow.com�

$10,000 Match at Show. Double Your Donations to ShelterBox USA!�
Donors Registered to WIN an Eco-Chic Dresser Designed by Shannon Quimby for DIY Magazine!�

541-505-9699 at Lussuria Salon 

160 Oakway rd. • Suite 100 • Eugene

Virgin Skin 
Tattoo Removal

Remove those 
Ugly Dark Spots

Dark Spots • Age Spots • Sun Spots 
Starting at $75 per session


