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LIVING OUT!  BY SALLY SHEKLOW

Dumping the 
Bucket
HOW MUCH OF A LIST DO WE REALLY NEED?

N
ew Year’s resolutions come and go and come back around again. I 

can’t even count how many times I’ve vowed to improve my eating, 

exercise and money management habits. Oh, I’ve made progress — 

I’m gluten free, walking daily and out of debt — for now, anyway. 

There’s always room for backsliding. So I guess those same old 

resolutions will be with me (and most other New Year’s resolution makers) again 

for 2016. Boring, right?

I don’t say this to brag, but I’ve made pretty much all the major life changes 

I ever wanted to make. I quit smoking and drinking years ago. I memorized the 

Greek alphabet, wrote a word-for-word parody of Poe’s The Raven, and rode 

Coney Island’s famous Cyclone (never more!). I’m content with myself, my 

accomplishments, my home and my relationship with Wifey — and with our 

Pussy (not her real name.) Oh, I could be less judgmental, in less of a hurry and 

worry less. But I’m always working on that stuff. Isn’t there anything new and 

exhilarating to aspire to? 

Maybe I’m getting more realistic. How much of a list does a person need, 

anyway? I mean really, how likely is it I’ll want to train for a marathon? Or organize 

my photos? Or do any of the other stuff that I once thought I should accomplish, but 

don’t even remotely want to do anymore? Besides, who has the time? I’m plenty 

busy just keeping up with all the fun and/or necessary pursuits and commitments 

in my life now. 

Rather than trying to make spicier, more exciting, more adventurous New Year’s 

resolutions, I could just simplify. My old bucket list is overfl owing. It’s a bunch of 

shoulds that I’m never going to do, anyway. Who needs that hanging over them? 

I’d rather dump it. That’s it! I’m turning my bucket list into a fuck-it list:

Lose weight? Fuck it. I’m fi ne at my current heft. I get plenty of exercise, take 

my vitamins and eat well. Years of learning to have a more positive, self-loving 

body image at my current, or any, size have served me better than the gamut of 

diets I’ve ever tried — and failed — to stick to.

Travel the world? Fuck it. I traveled plenty in my 20s and 30s and it turns out 

I don’t like traveling. Besides, most of the world is even more homophobic and 

sexist — and less comfortable — than right where I am, so I’ll stick to the home 

front, thank you. Wifey and I still plan to take a cross-country train trip to visit our 

lesbian cousins in Florida someday, so that remains on the list, but other than that 

and a weekend jaunt to the coast here and there, I’d rather stay put. 

Get organized? Fuck it. I already know where to fi nd my important stuff. So 

what if I have too many old emails in my inbox? They’re not hurting anyone. So 

what if my desk (and OK, most surfaces in the house) are cluttered? I’m happy 

to leave sorting my years of unorganized papers to anyone who cares to write my 

biography — or, more likely, to the shredder. 

Make more money? Fuck it. What can money buy me that I really need? I have 

more than enough of all the essentials of life. Clean water, warm clothes, plenty to 

eat, a secure home, Netfl ix. Luxury is relative. 

So, like 16 percent of Americans this year, I won’t be making any new New 

Year’s resolutions. Without a bucket list all I have to do is keep up my habit of 

appreciating who I am and what I have.

Award-winning writer Sally Sheklow lives a satisfying life here in Eugene.
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First  
Folio! 
The Book that Gave Us Shakespeare
On Tour from the  
Folger Shakespeare Library
January 6 – February 7, 2016

Part of the international events in 2016 commemorating the 400th anniversary  
of Shakespeare’s death, First Folio! will make its first stop here in Eugene,  
offering visitors a chance to see the book itself. 

PROGRAMS
For descriptions and more information, visit: https://jsma.uoregon.edu/ShakespeareEvents

All programs take place at the Jordan Schnitzer Museum of Art unless otherwise specified

First Folio! The Book that Gave Us Shakespeare, on 
tour from the Folger Shakespeare Library, is a national 
traveling exhibition organized by the Folger Shake-
speare Library in Washington, DC, to commemorate 
the 400th anniversary in 2016 of Shakespeare’s 
death. It is produced in association with the Ameri-
can Library Association and the Cincinnati Museum 
Center. The exhibition has been made possible in 
part by a major grant from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities: Exploring the human endeavor, 
and by the support of Google.org, Vinton and Sigrid 
Cerf, and other generous donors.

The JSMA’s presentation is supported by the 
Kingsley Weatherhead Undergraduate Shakespeare 
Fund in the Department of English, the College of 
Arts and Sciences, the Division of Undergraduate 
Studies, the Oregon Humanities Center’s Endow-
ment for Public Outreach in the Arts, Sciences, and 
Humanities, and the Departments of English and 
Theatre Arts. Additional support has been provided 
by the City of Eugene Hult Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, the Oregon Shakespeare Festival, and UO 
Libraries Special Collections and University Archives. 

Exhibition: Time’s Pencil:  

Shakespeare After the Folio

January 4–March 28, 2016

Location: Special Collections and University 

Archives, Knight Library, North Wing,  

2nd Floor

Free Admission to the JSMA

January 6 – February 7

Gala Performance and Reception: 

Sweetly Writ: Oregon Shakespeare 

Festival Celebrates Shakespeare’s First 

Folio 

Saturday, January 9, 7 p.m.

Location: Hult Center for the Performing Arts

Free, but tickets are required. For tickets, 

visit the Hult Center Ticket Office in person, 

call 541-682-5000, or visit HultCenter.org. 

Ticket Office hours: Tuesday–Friday  

12 p.m.–5 p.m.; Saturday 11 a.m.–3 p.m.

Documentary Film Screening: 

Shakespeare Behind Bars 

Sunday, January 10, 3 p.m.

Location: 156 Straub Hall

Lecture: “Folio vs. Quarto: Conflicting 

Readings and the Critical Tradition”

Lunchtime lecture by Ben Saunders, 

professor of English

Friday, January 15, 12 p.m.

Lecture:  “A Guide to Commemorating 

Shakespeare, 1616–2016” 

Lecture by Lara Bovilsky, associate 

professor of English

Saturday, January 16, 3 p.m.

Location: Eugene Public Library,  

100 W 10th Ave

Oregon Humanities Center Tzedek 

Lecture: We Know Who We Are But Not 

Who We May Be 

by Curt Tofteland, founder and director, 

Shakespeare Behind Bars 

Tuesday, January 19, 7:30 p.m.

Location: 156 Straub Hall

Performance: Scenes from Shakespeare 

Wednesday, January 27, 6 p.m.

Lecture: “Creating Shakespeares: The 

First Folio and its Afterlives”

Lunchtime lecture by Lara Bovilsky, 

associate professor of English

Friday, January 29, 12 p.m. 

Family Day: Lunar New Year Celebration

Saturday, February 6, 12–3 p.m.

$1.00 OFF
REGULAR OR TSUNAMI SIZE HULI
Original Huli Huli (#3) • NEW Huli Chicken Breast (#13)

Our Teriyaki is Gluten-Free

Call us to cater your next event:
parties, business lunches, weddings, etc!

3 GREAT EUGENE LOCATIONS:
55 W. 29th Ave (541) 344-5880

Open Everyday: 11am-9pm

2506 Willakenzie Rd (541) 342-3006
Open Everyday: 11am-9pm

401 W. 3rd Ave (541) 344-3324
Open Mon-Friday: 11am-4pm

For Th e Love Of Huli!
If you love teriyaki chicken, you’ll 
love our new tender & delicious 

Huli Chicken Breast

For The LLove OOff Huli!

2004 • 2005 • 2006 • 2007 • 2008 • 2009 • 2010 • 2011 • 2012 • 2013 • 2014 • 2015

featuring

BEST HANGOVER BREAKFAST
12 STRAIGHT YEARS!

BREAKFAST ALL DAY
1689 Willamette | 541-343-1542
7am - 2pm Mon - Fri • 7am - 3pm Sat & Sun 
Espresso Hours
7am - 5pm Mon - Fri • 8am - 5pm Sat & Sun 

see our full menu online: brailseugene.com

ring


