LETTERS

nonviolence, compassion and civility. For
example, several of us have communicated
and visited with Ninkasi Brewing
Company, whose Chief Financial Officer
Nigel Francisco is the chair-elect for the
Eugene Area Chamber. The Chamber’s
website has a convenient business
directory so that anyone can easily see if
their favorite businesses are members.
Eugene Weekly is a member.

Info about this is on my blog:
davidwoaks.com. Click on the tab marked
"Normalgeddon.”

David W. Oaks
Eugene

GIFTS FOR KIDS

First Place Family Center for homeless
families needs our help! They have taken
care of more than 240 families last month,
and with more than 600 families this year
and 1,100 children, this is a growing
population. Holidays will soon be here
and even homeless children are looking
for gifts on Christmas morning, but so far

none have arrived at First Place! This is
unusual, and they keep hoping unwrapped
toys will arrive at 19th and Amazon! Do
join me and tell friends and organizations
that there are a few hundred children who
would love receiving a gift on Christmas
morning!
Ruth Duemler
Eugene

LEAVE TREES STANDING

As the climate conference winds down
in Paris and the “Leave 80 Percent of the
Fossil Fuels in the Ground” campaign
continues, there is something we in
Oregon should be working on to help stave
off the effects of global warming. We need
to work on leaving our trees in the ground.

The forests in western Oregon are
some of the best forests in the world for
carbon sequestration, among many other
ecosystem services they provide for
humans and wildlife. We need to demand
legislation to keep the trees in the ground
rather than the current rush to clearcut
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private forests and the ongoing effort
to clearcut our last, best public forests.
Unfortunately, many of our “public
servants” are bought by the logging
industry via large campaign donations,
and they must be voted out. Time is of the
essence.
We are the ones we’ve been waiting for.
Pamela Driscoll
Dexter

BIRD CRASH SOLUTIONS

I appreciate EW querying King Estate
about birds slamming into the glass pavilion
(“Is King Estate a Haven or Hazard for
Birds, Dec. 3). There are two types of birds
on the estate: high-class predators like
hawks and owls who are invited guests;
and lower-class ones like robins, finches,
scrub jays, cedar waxwings and grackles
who dine without making reservations.

I can see management’s ambivalence
to bird-proofing the pavilion, but bird
stickers just window-dress the issue.
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology says
that “window decals rarely prevent bird

strikes.” Covering the glass when it’s not
in use would help. Sound devices that
mimic predators or a bird's distress call
could work when it’s occupied, according
to research.

The University of California’s Integrated
Pest Management program says, “Bird
damage is usually most severe at sites that
are adjacent to wild or brushy areas where
birds find refuge ... orchards surrounded by
other orchards often have fewer problems
with birds.” The sprawling vineyards
of the King Estate may help, but they're
an ecological problem of viticulture.

Californiacating the upper Willamette
Valley will drive some of us away along
with the birds. Flocks of migrants from
the Sunshine State are helping push up
the price of land and houses as their taste
and status is reproduced. Limos and
RVs that drive to the estate harm the
environment more than the party birds that
follow. So who are the real pests of the
valley?

Chris Piché
Eugene

Refugees On Their Way

THE IMPENDING MASS MIGRATION CRISIS

s Oregonians, we should all be alarmed

at the numerous signs of a great

calamity to come: the mass migration

of Californians to our state. The

climate-change-induced drought in that
region has pushed California’s 38 million residents to
the brink of social collapse, with millions on the verge
of fleeing the devastation.

This year’s deus ex machina E1 Nifio has temporarily
abated the Golden State’s dehydration, providing a
few more years of livability. But the overpopulated
and infrastructure-debilitated region will simply feign
the crisis has passed, when in fact the cataclysm has
only been postponed.

Visits to California only heighten concerns. If
you’ve ever witnessed the aggressive drivers of
California, you can easily imagine those same people,
hungry and unbathed, in the streets of our towns.

A terrifying group of California refugees to expect
from the impending migration are the techies. This is
a tribe that has been overindulged and overpaid for
performing the most simple of tasks, such as making
web pages. Accustomed to six-figure incomes for
doing very little, these over-compensated heathen will
make our own homes unaffordable to ourselves. They
will try to convert our character-filled downtowns into
chichi open-air malls of overpriced boutiques and
Americanized sushi.

Compared to the relatively small problem of the
handful of “travelers” currently found in downtown
Eugene, hordes of former upper-middle-class families
in grubby khakis camping out in Kesey Square will
present an entirely different scale of problem. We’ll
be wishing for the return of travelers to help teach
them how to avoid exclusion zones and find public
restrooms. These masses of displaced techies, sleeping
in their Audis and Acuras, will make the dust bowl

migration look like families on
holiday road trips.

A particularly serious risk
for Oregonians posed by the
mass migration can be seen in
the number of Christians living
in California. Profuse numbers
of Christian radio stations offer
evidence that a swath of the Bible
Belt runs through the Golden
State. And while the media may
try to portray Christianity as a
peaceful faith, the religion has
a long, documented history of
violence.

The majority of California
Christians may be nonviolent, but
it’s certain that many “sleeper cell” radical Christians
and KKK “Khristians” are hiding, even being
sheltered, within mainstream churches. These radical
fundamentalists will be crossing the border by mingling
in with the other Christians, only to turn against us
once they’ve established churches in Oregon. How will
Oregon residents feel to see Christian law imposed?
Are we ready for the public stoning of adulteresses?
As well, many Christian sects prohibit birth control
with the result of rapidly increasing populations that
will surpass native Oregonians.

Which brings up perhaps the bigger question
— are California refugees Oregon’s responsibility?
Why should Oregon have any obligation to take them
in? Shouldn’t other states that are fundamentalist
Christian — like Texas or Oklahoma — be the first to
accept them?

What should we Oregonians do to prepare for the
millions who will be fleeing across our border? When
swarms of thirsty Californians are sprawling their

way north in a desperate quest
for liquids, shall we just stand
idly by and watch our state be
overrun? When the coming El
Nifio snowpack has vanished and
the lawns and golf courses have
died forever, forcing millions on
a northerly course, how should
we respond?

If you lean to the right you
might be inclined toward air
strikes right now, with the vague
notion that it will somehow make
them all do what we tell them. If
you lean to the left, you might
talk about providing housing but
end up offering a pup-tent ghetto
in an unused industrial area with Porta-Potties. If
you have libertarian sensibilities, you might support
installing exorbitant toll booths at the border and
building unregulated factories as fast as possible —
it’s amazing how productive thirsty people can be in
an overcrowded labor market!

But what about those of us looking for a reasonable
solution? It’s imperative that when someone from out-
of-state asks about Oregon, we stop answering with “It
rains a lot.” Such language is the ambrosia of hope for
Californians. We also need to act now to implement
rigorous border controls and extended background
screening for Californian refugees, with the building
of long-term refugee camps along the Ashland grade.

As for myself, I’'m thinking of just loading up the
old fossil fuel burner and drifting north to someplace
rainier, like Washington.

Jefferson Goolsby is an artist, writer, musician, educator — and occa-
sional humorist — living in Eugene.
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