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Y
ule fire is all about the hearth, Gwendolyn Iris says. 

“It’s about taking care of each other during the hardest time of the year,” she 

explains. Iris hosted the first Yule Fire, Feast and Ritual event two years ago at the 

Wayne Morse Free Speech Plaza. It all started with an Occupy Eugene party in 

2013 that Iris and other activists brought down to the SLEEPS (Safe Legally 

Entitled Emergency Places to Sleep) camp based there at the time. It was a hit.

Iris, also an artist, decided she wanted to make it an annual family-friendly event for 

Eugene’s housed and unhoused alike, but in 2014 the father of her two children passed, so 

she put it on hold for the season. This year, she decided to bring it back and host it at Kesey 

Square 5:30 to 8 pm Tuesday, Dec. 22 — the evening of the winter solstice. Iris says she 

chose the solstice because it’s not tied to any one organized religion.

“It’s the time of year when the sun begins to return,” she says — something all 

Eugeneans can celebrate. For Iris, Yule also represents interdependence and community.

“Historically, even blood enemies put down their swords and welcomed each other into 

their halls to celebrate, declaring their peaceful intentions unto each other beneath the 

mistlestoe,” Iris writes on the Facebook event page.

And the move to Kesey Square is no accident — she wants to save the public space 

from development, i.e., the recent proposal from local developers to privately purchase the 

square and build an apartment building in its place, a plan the city is considering.

“The housing they are proposing isn’t what this city needs,” she says, adding that with 

the poverty in Eugene, what the city needs is more low-income housing, but not on the 

square. 

She also started the community group Save Kesey Square on Facebook, which now has 

just shy of 300 followers. “I think [the city of Eugene’s] excuse is that no one uses it,” Iris 

says of the square downtown. “So let’s use it.”

She also wanted the event to be accessible to all in a space that belonged to everyone. 

Iris says she will be making huge pots of soup and volunteers will bring additional food 

for a potluck. There will be a small Yule fire-lighting ritual, live music and a Yule tree.

“There will be a crafting area with popcorn and cranberries,” she says, for making 

garlands. Iris says there will also be materials from MECCA (Materials Exchange Center 

for Community Arts) to make ornaments. “I’d really love to see people bring their kids.”

Iris says she requests that people bring their own candles for the ritual.

“I wish to bring the fire, the feast and the hall to the street, to the public square where 

we can celebrate together, a holiday that, to me, means coming together,” Iris writes. ■

For more information, find “Yule, Fire and Feast” on Facebook.

HEARTH AT THE 
CROSSROADS
Celebrating community at Kesey Square with Yule 

Fire, Feast and Ritual

25th & Willamette • Daily 8am-10pm
541-345-1014 • capellamarket.com

Eugene's World Class

Neighborhood Supermarket

NEIGHBORS IN NEED
ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE

NO ANTIBIOTICS AND NO GROWTH HORMONES

RAISED HUMANELY WITH A VEGETARIAN DIET

HOLIDAY MEATS

CALL US AT 541-345-1014 
AND ASK FOR OUR MEAT 
DEPARTMENT TO ORDER 
YOUR SPIRAL CUT HAM, 
PRIME RIB ROAST, OR 

FRESH TURKEY!
Also available: Peking Ducks, Geese, 

Game Hens, Organic Turkeys, Smoked 

Turkeys, Boneless Hams, Boneless 

Turkey Breasts and Bone-In Turkey. 

Here's how it works:  1) We are preparing 

two sizes of healthy food gift packs, 

priced at $10 and $20.  2) Choose one or 

more gift packs on display at the front of 

the store to donate to the food drive.

3) Pay for your gift pack(s) at the register 

and place in the food donation barrel at 

the front of the store. THANK  YOU!!
St. Vincent de Paul of Lane County will be handling 

distribution of your generous food donations.

A holiday tradition 
for the entire family!

The

Nutcracker
TONI PIMBLE  ARTISTIC DIRECTOR   

HULT CENTER

December 18  7:30 pm
December  19  2:00 pm
December  19  7:30 pm 
December  20  2:00 pm

TICKETS

eugeneballet.org
541-682-5000  
Hult Center Ticket Office
UO Ticket Office

99 WEST BROADWAY
541-683-3154
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NIGHT EATS

Sparking Downtown
Revival Since 2002

-Lots of Ninkasi

-Patio Seating

-Down Home Chow

-Wall Art

-PBR- CHEAP!

-Good drinks

-Bunch of Pool Tables

-Video Games (No Poker)

“Go Emerald City Roller Girls!”

Scan for our menu


