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L E T T ER S

TAKING RESPONSIBILITY

Is it too much to ask that people take 

responsibility for themselves? If a child 

throws books, it must be EW’s fault for 

having that villainous cover [8/13]? If 

someone shoots up a school, then it’s our 

“consumer-driven myopic” culture. 

Whatever happened to the good ole 

days where if you screwed up, you owned 

up to it? If your kid screwed up, it was 

because you dropped the ball. If a kid 

throws a book in a classroom, it’s because 

you failed as a person to let them know that 

isn’t a good idea. It is not Call of Duty’s 

fault if your friend shoots up a school. 

Hell. It’s not even the gun’s fault. We 

over-analyze, over-diagnose and shelter 

ourselves from the simple reality that we 

are the makers of our own destinies, which 

by default means that we are at fault if we 

make mistakes as well. 

Kid starts tossing a book around? How 

about instead of blaming and analyzing the 

motivation, you get up, take the book away 

and establish actions and consequences of 

said actions. Feel free to apply that to any 

situation in life.

James Ready

Springfi eld

BETTER FOOD CHOICES

The Village School’s new vegetarian 

menu is the vanguard of institutionalized 

food. The animal and human rights group 

Physicians Committee for Responsible 

Medicine (PCRM) analyzed research on 

the human health benefi ts of plant-based, 

vegan diets. They say: “Food is the fi rst 

place we should look for the causes of 

modern illnesses. Sixty-eight percent of 

our diseases come from what we eat.”

The PCRM funds free medical training 

simulators for medical students that 

resemble humans. The models bleed, 

have all the human organs and include 

vital physiological functions that student 

doctors need in their training.

Animal experiments and drug tests 

don’t extrapolate, nor are they useful, 

when applied to humans. More than 100 

million animals are killed every year in 

laboratories in probably the worst way 

possible: by vivisection.

PCRM supports farmers who care for 

their land and protect its ecosystems. The 

“revolving door” we should be concerned 

with is the one between the meat and dairy 

lobbyists and our public offi cials.

The Village School made a decision for 

the children enrolled there, based on the 

health merits of a diet lower on the food 

chain.

As a side benefi t, its food choices avoid 

exploiting farm animals and fi sh in ways 

too horrible to even think about. How we 

treat our fellow creatures indicates the 

extreme conditions of our world.

David Ivan Piccioni

Eugene

VIEWPOINT  BY MARY DEMOCKER

I
t’s not often you can, quite literally, 

don a hero’s cape for Planet Earth, and 

even less often that it would be plastic, 

and unheard of that this would land 

you in a global art festival, but here’s 

your invite: Thanksgiving weekend — on 

the eve of the most important meeting ever, 

when world leaders gather in Paris for climate 

talks — Eugene will mount a march and 

collaborative art event so creative and bold 

that we’re featured in the ArtCOP21 Global 

Climate Art Festival curated through London. 

We’ll hear fi rst from teen leaders, Mayor 

Kitty Piercy and elementary school kids suing 

the federal government for violating their 

constitutional right to a livable climate. (The 

kids now face the might of Big Oil, whose 

lawyers petitioned to join the case.) We’ll 

march for a binding, science-based climate 

treaty and equitable transition to 100-percent 

clean energy by 2050. Carrying giant puppets 

and hand-painted sunfl owers, we’ll cross 

Ferry Street Bridge to Alton Baker Park to 

fi lm a Thanksgiving video card to world 

leaders.

To deliver the “OFF Fossil Fuels, ON 

Clean Energy!” message, we’ll create a giant 

oil drip with our bodies and transform the drip 

into a living sun. To do that, we’ll drape that 

plastic — our “capes,” many reclaimed from 

a recent pipeline protest — over yellow shirts 

and, while fi lmed from above, remove the 

“oil” to reveal yellow tops. By reforming ourselves into a 

sun — the symbol of clean energy — we’ll symbolically 

transition from dirty to clean energy.

And we’ll do it together. It’ll be a bit chaotic, kinda 

like in real life when we go fossil-free. After we send 

world leaders our video, we’ll send Gov. Kate Brown a 

Thanksgiving card to thank her in advance for rejecting 

the Oregon fracked-gas-export pipeline only she can stop. 

(She’s invited; if she doesn’t show, we have a substitute.) 

Any agreement is anticipated to be both hard-won and 

insuffi cient to avert wholesale global catastrophe, which 

is why millions of people worldwide are taking to the 

streets Nov. 28-29.  Like Whos from Whoville using every 

last bit of strength to shout, “We are here, we are here, we 

are HERE!” people worldwide, especially in low-lying 

or drought-stricken nations, will demand climate justice. 

The meetings provide a rare — and long-awaited — 

moment of focused global attention on climate solutions. 

The time for speaking up is now.

The whole world was turning its attention to Paris 

before Friday’s horrifying attacks. It’s hard to know 

how they’ll affect talks and, therefore, our future, but in 

Eugene, we’re both far from that tumult and 

in the belly of the climate beast. It’s the U.S. 

that has been both the energy hog at the global 

table and the obstructionist to solutions. Only 

we the people can lead them on this, which 

is why we need every last Who in Whoville 

to stand up and shout our version of “We are 

here!” So on Thanksgiving weekend, after 

feasts, football and buying nothing on Black 

Friday (REI will close and pay employees to 

play outdoors!) come out for fresh air, exercise 

and the chance to join the global conversation. 

Because things are shifting. The London 

Science Museum just severed its Shell 

sponsorship. More than 400 college campuses 

have divested from dirty energy (ahem, UO?). 

Even the Rockefellers broke up with coal, oil 

and gas. Keystone fi nally has a stake through 

its heart. (Bravo, Obama! And don’t try to 

tell me it’s insignifi cant when a black man 

confronts Big Oil.) Exxon is under indictment. 

And that pope! Calling for a “bold cultural 

revolution”! Seriously, can our job be easier? 

Countless climate groups have organized the 

crap out of the Northwest. Shell pulled out of 

Arctic drilling plans, citing public opposition 

— including those few hundred kick-ass 

kayakers who blocked their way (we love 

you, Portland and Seattle!). 

Be part of it. Help push the world in the 

right direction. There’s no school Saturday. 

Grandma won’t leave ‘til Sunday. There’s no 

Ducks game (but wear the yellow shirt). We’ll have signs 

to choose from and cookies baked by students from the 

new Earth Guardians / 350 South club. 

To join this family-friendly Global March for Climate 

Solutions & Epic Collaborative Art Event, gather at 2 pm 

at the Old Federal Building, 211 E. 7th Ave. March over 

Ferry Street Bridge to Alton Baker Park or meet us there 

at 3 pm. Wear yellow! More info at 350 Eugene's website.

Award-winning writer Mary DeMocker is a parent and the co-founder and 

creative director of 350 Eugene. See her art installations and read more 

articles at her new website marydemocker.com.

Grab Your Climate Cape 
JOIN THE SHOW TO PUSH THE WORLD IN A NEW DIRECTION


