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BY ISABEL ZACHARIASTHEATER

TIME WARPED
ACE’s Rocky Horror falls short of the 

debauchery that made it a cult classic

B
efore attending The Rocky Horror Show last 

weekend put on by the Actors Cabaret of Eugene 

(ACE), I’d only seen the show as performed at 

an old, gutted movie theater where curtain call 

began around 2 am, or whenever each cast 

member had polished off his or her fifth of hard alcohol. 

At that old theater, in addition to traditional audience 

props (which already included open flames), there were 

bongs passed from row to row. I was one of probably five 

people wearing something that covered my butt. 

This musical comedy is produced at thousands of 

theatres every October. Some joints even dedicate off-

season time: Portland’s Clinton Street Theater has screened 

the film every Saturday since 1978. Why?

Certainly not the “plotline”: a prude couple gets a flat 

tire in a rainstorm, asks to use a phone at what turns out to 

be a goth “transvestite’s” sex lair, and becomes corrupted 

and sexed-up with a flourish not unlike the last scene of 

Grease. 

The reason Rocky Horror has become a cult classic lies 

not in plot, or perhaps even production, but the tradition of 

gleeful, titillating and raucous audience participation. Tear 

down the fourth wall! It is Rocky Horror custom for 

audiences to dress up as characters and shout lines at the 

performers.

Far from cultural or intellectual satisfaction, the musical 

offers a pure distillation of revelry, and this is where ACE 

fell short.

This is only in small part the fault of the cast. Michael 

P. Watkins, as dominatrix-meets-mad scientist Dr. Frank 

N. Furter (Watkins also directed), was over the top — 

weird British accent and all. Even he was very nearly 

upstaged, though, by his crazy-eyed alien servant Riff Raff 

(Gerald Walters), whose tongue was put to good use 

several hilarious times.

Brad (Cody Mendonca) and Janet (Kate Wolfenbarger) 

were convincingly doe-eyed with vocal talent to boot, and 

with the exception of a few lukewarm performances, the 

ensemble cast was invested in the madness.

No, the real trouble was the audience, the venue, the 

event itself. When one rogue attendee cried out 

“ASSHOLE!” at the mention of Brad’s name (which is 

customary audience call-back dialogue), she was merely 

laughed at uncomfortably, and the show went on.

“Give yourself over to absolute pleasure!” boasts the 

ACE’s poster for the show. Yet, the impression was one of 

routine: a nice night out, supporting good community 

dinner theatre. 

So audiences, it’s on you, too, to make this the delicious 

night of depravity it should be. ■

The Rocky Horror Show plays through Oct. 31 at Actors Cabaret of Eugene; 

$16-$42.95. Tickets at 683-4368 or actorscabaret.org.

THE CAST OF ROCKY 

HORROR PICTURE SHOW
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541-683-3154
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NIGHT EATS

Sparking Downtown
Revival Since 2002

-Lots of Ninkasi

-Patio Seating

-Down Home Chow

-Wall Art

-PBR- CHEAP!

-Good drinks

-Bunch of Pool Tables

-Video Games (No Poker)

“Go Emerald City Roller Girls!”

Scan for our menu

Asian Food

Market

Asian Food

Market

www.sunriseasianfood.com
M-Th 9am-7pm•F 9am-8pm•Sa 9am-7pm•Su 10am-6pm

70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene • 541-343-3295

Now Featuring

Middle Eastern Food 
& Vegetarian Items

Including Vegetarian Seafood,  
Meat Substitutes & Snacks

Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen products, 

deli, snacks, drinks, sauces, spices, 
produce, housewares, and more.

Sushi & Asian deli take-out

29TH AVENUE
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IMAX: THE MARTIAN 3D [CC,DV] (PG-13) ★
Fri. - Sat.1200 310 650 1000

BURNT [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.(1145 215) 445 715 945

DANCIN' IT'S ON (PG) Fri. - Sat.(1210 230) 455 720 1020

OUR BRAND IS CRISIS [CC,DV] (R)
Fri. - Sat.(1215 255) 630 920

JEM AND THE HOLOGRAMS [CC,DV] (PG)
Fri. - Sat.(1225 PM)

ROCK THE KASBAH [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.730 PM 1005 PM

THE LAST WITCH HUNTER [CC,DV] (PG-13)
Fri. - Sat.(1230) 415 710 1015

BRIDGE OF SPIES [CC,DV] (PG-13)
Fri. - Sat.(1150 305) 625 940

CRIMSON PEAK [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.(1155 245) 645 1025

GOODBYE MR. LOSER NR Fri. - Sat.(1235) 425 725 1030

GOOSEBUMPS [CC,DV] (PG) Fri. - Sat.(1135 210) 635 925

GOOSEBUMPS 3D [CC,DV] (PG) ★
Fri. - Sat.430 PM 705 PM 955 PM

PAN [CC,DV] (PG) Fri. - Sat.(1125 AM 205 PM) 450 PM

STEVE JOBS [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.(1220) 410 700 950

THE MARTIAN [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(1130 240) 620 930

HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2 [CC,DV] (PG)
Fri. - Sat.(1140 200) 420 640 935

THE INTERN [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(1205 300) 655 1010

BURNT [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.(100) 400 710 945

THE LAST WITCH HUNTER [CC,DV] (PG-13)
Fri. - Sat.(130) 430 720 1000

BRIDGE OF SPIES [CC,DV] (PG-13)
Fri. - Sat.(1230 340) 650 1005

GOOSEBUMPS [CC,DV] (PG) Fri. - Sat.(110 PM) 640 PM

GOOSEBUMPS 3D [CC,DV] (PG) ★
Fri. - Sat.(340 PM) 930 PM

STEVE JOBS [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.(120) 415 725 1015

THE MARTIAN [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(1235 PM) 700 PM

THE MARTIAN 3D [CC,DV] (PG-13) ★
Fri. - Sat.(350 PM) 1010 PM

HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2 [CC,DV] (PG)
Fri. - Sat.(1240 PM) 630 PM

HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2 3D [CC,DV] (PG) ★
Fri. - Sat.(320 PM) 900 PM

BURNT [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.(130) 415 700 940

JEM AND THE HOLOGRAMS [CC,DV] (PG)
Fri. - Sat.(110 PM) 400 PM

GOOSEBUMPS [CC,DV] (PG) Fri. - Sat.(100 PM) 640 PM

GOOSEBUMPS 3D [CC,DV] (PG) ★
Fri. - Sat.(345 PM) 930 PM

THE INTERN [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(120) 425 715 1005

SICARIO [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.650 PM 950 PMw w w . t a r a r i n t h a i . c o m

mon-fri: lunch 11am to 3pm

 dinner 4:30pm to 9pm springfield / 10pm eugene

sat-sun: 12 noon to 9pm springfield / 10pm eugene

springfield
1410 mohawk blvd.

541.505.8987

eugene
1200 oak street
541.343.1230

serving you in two locations

open seven days a week

thank you for voting us eugene’s

BEST THAI
in eugene weekly’s best of eugene

for six years in a row
2008–2014

gluten-free options • vegetarian-friendly • no dairy • no msg


