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BETTY TAYLOR 

PLANS TO RUN AGAIN 

FOR CITY COUNCIL
Five-term Eugene City Councilor Betty Taylor says she 

considered not running again for her Ward 2 seat because of 

her age. Her 90-year-old brain still functions just fine, but she 
worried that if she ran again, voters might favor a younger, 
less qualified candidate. Then she got over it. “People are 
more intelligent than that,” she says with a laugh.

Taylor has taken out fil-
ing forms but will not actu-

ally file for the May 17 pri-
mary election until she has 

a treasurer on board and a 

campaign plan. March 2 
is the deadline to file, and 
“somebody else will prob-

ably be running,” she says, 
but she doesn’t know who 

at this point. 
Attorney Marshall Wilde 

has voiced an interest in the 

council seat, but only if it 
were an open seat. “Marty 
says he will be on my team 

if I run,” she says. “He’s 
willing to wait.” Juan Car-
los Valle, her well-funded 
opponent four years ago 
who forced a November 

run-off election, has decid-

ed not to run again.

Why is she not eager 

to retire after 20 years on 

the council? There’s more 

work to be done, she says, 
and “I want to continue 
speaking for the people 
who don’t have a voice in 

our community.” 
Taylor’s priorities in-

clude protecting neighbor-
hoods, keeping the urban 
growth boundary intact, 
conserving open space, 
helping low-income and 

homeless residents, civic liberties, alternative transportation 
and supporting mental health programs. 

“It’s important to have somebody on the council who’s in-

dependent and not afraid of offending the powerful and well-
to-do,” she says.

Taylor is a retired high school and university teacher with 

a doctorate in English from UO. She 

has often been in the minority on the 

council in objecting to tax breaks for 

wealthy developers and other revenue 
and spending decisions that exacer-
bate the gap between rich and poor. 
She has, however, gone on record in 
support of the Eugene Public Library 
levy that will be on the Nov. 2 ballot, 
but reluctantly “under these circum-

stances.” 
Taylor says she agrees with for-

mer councilor Bonny Bettman Mc-

Cornack that “we need to find other 
sources of revenue for essential ser-

vices,” and the library should be sup-

ported by the General Fund, not spe-

cial levies.

Where should those new revenues 

come from? Taylor favors adding to 

or altering the hotel room tax to sup-

port more than just tourism. “People 
from all over come to Eugene and use 

our facilities and should help pay for 
our essential services,” she says. “Our 
Budget Committee should investigate 

all sources of income that are fair, eq-

uitable and dependable.”
Taylor also says she wishes more 

retired people would run for public 
office since they have experience, 
wisdom and are available to deal with 

the growing complexities of city gov-

ernment. “Younger people are often 
involved in their careers and rais-

ing their families and don’t have the 

time,” she says. — Ted Taylor

Cascade Manor rises two and three stories 
above the sidewalks on 29th and 30th avenues in 
south Eugene, and the large campus of up-scale 
retirement apartments and assisted living is 
often mentioned in discussions about the 
controversial plans to rezone and develop the 
nearby South Willamette neighborhood into a 
more urban area with high-rise buildings. “There is 
a common misconception that Cascade Manor 
has something to do with the city’s rezoning effort 
but they absolutely do not,” says Lauren Witt, a 
spokesperson for Cascade Manor. Witt quotes 
Brian Young, executive director for Cascade 
Manor, saying, “The expansion just happened to 
be a landmark that the city is using to base its 
decisions on,” and “city planners may have been 
influenced by the existing tower, but Cascade 
Manor did not ask planners to make that 
recommendation.” Witt says Young “actually 
shares some of the neighbors’ concerns and 
thinks some re-evaluation of the proposed height 
limits should be made.” 

Meanwhile, the property’s nearly completed 
$10 million east side expansion, called 29th 
Place at Cascade Manor, will create 30 new luxury, 
independent living apartment homes, add new 
community amenities and enhance current 
community features, Witt says. The addition with 
its 12 different floor plans is 75 percent sold and 
residents will begin moving in just before January. 
Nine full-time staff positions will be added.

Maple Tree Healing is a new primary care 
clinic at 1161 Lincoln Street. The practice held an 
open house Oct. 2 to introduce Priya J. Carden. 
M.D., specializing in internal medicine, and Wendy 
F. Choi, M.D., specializing in family medicine. See 
mapletreehealing.com. Carden was previously a 
hospitalist for PeaceHealth. Choi was previously 
associated with PeaceHealth Medical Group and 
an urgent care clinic on West 11th Ave.

Brewer Matt Van Wyk leaves Oakshire Brewing 
later this month to open his own brewery focusing 
on “very small-batch artisan brewing and barrel-
aged beers,” according to a press release from 
Oakshire. His last day at Oakshire will be Friday, 
Oct. 23, and Oakshire’s third annual Single Batch 
Fall Bierfest Saturday, Oct. 24, will serve as Van 
Wyk’s send-off celebration. Van Wyk led the 
brewing team for six-plus years as Oakshire’s 
production grew from 1,000 to 10,000 barrels. 
Tyler West will take over as head brewer. 

The Bureau of Labor and Industries (BOLI) is 
holding a series of rulemaking hearings around 
the state on Oregon’s new protected sick time 

law (SB 454). In addition, members of the public 
can submit comments directly to the agency. 
Email paloma.sparks@state.or.us. A public 

‘I want to continue speaking for 

the people who don’t have a 

voice in our community.’                                         
— COUNCI LO R BETTY TAYLOR
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We provide 

safe access to medicine 

with the information 

you need to make 

empowered decisions 

about your well-being.   
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