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SOAP OPERA

I want to thank you for your short 

article in Biz Beat Sept. 3 on the troubles at 

Saturday Market. I am a fan of the market 

and especially of Barbara’s Soaps, which I 

think are wonderful. I question the fairness 

of ejecting her from the market — she 

seems to be the only vendor targeted by the 

new scent-free policy. It bears mentioning 

that one of the board members who voted 

on this issue is a soap maker who has been 

heard to complain about Barbara’s products 

cutting into her sales. I have always thought 

the atmosphere of the market was one of 

tolerance and acceptance. Surely there is a 

less extreme solution to this problem.

Meanwhile, I will follow Barbara 

wherever she sells her soaps, shampoos and 

lotions — I wouldn’t use anything else!

Teresa McFarland

Eugene

WORKER POWER

Jim Hightower’s Sept. 3 essay 

“Democratic Audacity” presents some 

important points regarding the origins of 

Labor Day. However, it failed to mention 

what I consider to be the most important 

aspect of those origins. Before there ever 

was an American Labor Day, there was a 

far more radical labor day, May Day (May 

1). This was, and to some extent still is, 

Europe’s genuine celebration of working 

people. In the spirit of social amnesia 

that characterizes so much in the U.S., 

America’s Labor Day is a depoliticization 

of International Workers’ Day, chosen 

by the Socialists and Communists of the 

Second International to commemorate the 

Haymarket affair in Chicago (May 1886). 

There were other times — and other 

countries — in which politicians actually 

cared about (and feared) what working 
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