LONE STAR DREAM FOLK

One half of Texan indie-folk quartet The Deer will follow up a couple
shows at Oregon Country Fair with an encore performance in Eugene
at Sam Bond’s Garage.

Deers’ vocalist Grace Park explains that after OCF is over, “two
have to leave for home. Alan [Eckert, drummer] and | are staying for
the Sam Bond’s Show,” billed as Grace Park of The Deer.

Park says the band loves Eugene’s vibe: “We love the laid-back energy
of the town and plan to make the pilgrimage back year after year.”

The Deer play quiet acoustic music. Park says the band has been
delightfully described as “transcendental Texas folk” and
“psychotropic surf-western.”

Listen to the band’s 2015 release, On the Essence of Indomitable
Spirit, and hear twists of zeitgeist-y indie rock, like a bluegrass
version of Beach House or Mazzy Star, with Park’s voice occasionally
bringing to mind Carole King via Jenny Lewis of Rilo Kiley.

Performing with Grace Park is Austin, Texas-based artist Amy Sue
Berlin, daughter of '60s activist, folk musician and singer-songwriter
Anne Feeney.

Joining them both is long-time Eugene folk singer Brian Cutean.

See them all 9 pm Thursday, July 16, at Sam Bond’s Garage; $5.
21-plus. — William Kennedy
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HOBO-CORE FOLK PUNK

Nashville musician Aaron Lee Tasjan identifies as a guitarist despite currently
making a living as a singer-songwriter. Tasjan spent some time playing guitar in
the Southern-rock band Drivin’ N Cryin’ as well as legendary New York punk group
New York Dolls.

“I was always interested in songs,” Tasjan tells EW, “and writing songs. So | still
think of myself as a guitar player in a lot of ways.” He adds, “though I’'m more of a
traveling songwriter guy.”

Since beginning to write and sing his own material, Tasjan has learned to
explore his varied musical background from folk to country and rock ‘n’ roll.

“It’s one-part storytelling folk-singer, one-part J. Mascis and one-part me,
being a total music fan,” Tasjan says, laughing. He continues, “someone wrote
about one of my shows at SXSW and they called it ‘hobo-core.”

“Not Punk,” a track from Tasjan’s 2015 EP Telling Stories to the Wall, is a
spoken-word tribute to New York’s early punk scene, and the underrated '60s
garage bands that innovated the sound.

Tasjan says he frequently integrates spoken-word elements in his live show,
whether spontaneous or rehearsed. “I love spoken-word stuff,” Tasjan states. “My
favorite poets are Allen Ginsberg; | love that Beat poet kind of thing, and
[comedian] Mitch Hedberg.” Tasjan says of Hedberg, “aside from being a funny
guy, | really do think he was a poet.”

Aaron Lee Tasjan plays 10 pm Friday, July 17, in the Hi-Fi Music Hall’s Encore
Lounge; FREE. 21-plus. — William Kennedy
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