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STEVE WEHMEIER AND
DAWAUN LAWLER

DEEP-FRIED AND DELICIOUS

Superior Donuts shines a bright, comic light on
generational differences

he Very Little Theatre’s current main stage production Superior Donuts, directed
by Stanley Coleman, is a work of both comedic and dramatic realism, like a buddy
film with a twist of gut-wrenching social commentary.
The interwoven genres at work here are not too surprising, as it comes from
playwright Tracy Letts, who’s most famous work August: Osage County deals
with the dark underbelly of Americana as a dramedy.

Superior Donuts sheds light on aspects of Americana through the lens of one place — a
Chicago doughnut shop in the 2000s. As for VLT’s set, it’s the doughnut shop we’ve all
been in, the one with an obsolete menu, cracked tile walls and few customers. And who
owns it? A draft-dodging Deadhead named Arthur Przybyszewski, played by Steve
Wehmeier. (I couldn’t help but think this would morph into a Voodoo Doughnuts inception
story — it didn’t.)

Enter Franco Wicks, played by Dawaun Lawler, a 21-year-old man and Arthur’s only
employee, who wants to revamp both the shop and Arthur’s wardrobe.

The two men share a chemistry onstage that equates them to other unlikely buddy duos
like Jackie Chan and Chris Tucker or Shrek and Donkey. These characters act as foils to
each other while providing a character for both generations to identify with. Arthur
represents the futility of the past, while Franco stands for hope of the future. Superior
Donuts illustrates how these roles can suddenly, and painfully, switch.

Scene breaks come in the form of Arthur’s monologues about the Chicago of yore, and
stories from his life, including fleeing the draft in Canada. Most of the play is spoken in
quick dialogue ending in punch lines, providing a cathartic release from the intense
themes.

Lawler was an audience favorite, getting the most laughs for his lines. “It’s not like the
Grateful Dead will have a reunion anytime soon,” he says, while criticizing Arthur’s
ponytail and sloppy attire. Superior Donuts is ripe with these kinds of jokes, seemingly
tailor-made for Eugene audiences, and its fast, witty writing both sheds light on and
connects generational differences.

Superior Donuts not only entertains, but will also make you reconsider the emotional

power of a pastry. m

Very Little Theatre’s Superior Donuts runs through June 13; $12-$17.
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Kitchen

Authentic Thai Cuisine

/ N\ Choice
[ Readers’
Choice }J

Breakfast Sat ‘til 11:00
Sun. “til 1:00
DAILY'DELIVERY 4:30-8:45pm

" MONIFRI 11am-9:30pm

SAT & SUN 9:30am-9:30pm
80 E. 29th & Willamette 541-302-6444
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DELIVERY AVAILABLE
4:30-8:45pm
Open Daily: 11am-9:30pm
1308 Hilyard ¢ 541-343-0165
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RADE0 RLDUX

FROM OUT OF SPACE ... A WARNING AND AN ULTIMATUM!

THE DAY
THE EART
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radioreduxusa.com
he Hult Center

ACTION
SURPLUS

. Reg $19.99

. Sale Price $10.99

NEW G.I. Plus Field Size O.D. Mosquito Net

Jumbo 200 in. x 72 in. N
open, reinforced Sleeplng Bag
$5 OFF SALE

edges and corners
U.S. G.I. Olive Drab Patrol

with ties, extra fine
no-see-um mesh,

Water Repellent Nylon Modular
Sleeping Bag

mildew resistant,
(Light weight & down

fits over cot or pup
rrce $19.99

tent. olive drab.
NET ONLY.

541 746 1301
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Eugene
Country
Dancers

No Partner Necessary (all ages)
Ten Week Course: $60 ($50 H&R members)
Drop-In $7 per night ($6 H&R members)
June 25 -August 27,2015
Thursdays 7:00-9:30pm

TRODUCTION NIGHT

First Drop-In 7:00pm Any Thursday For Free Tryout
Fall- September 3-November 19
Harvest Ball: Saturday, October 17
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Eugene Country Dancers

(Eugene Chapter of the Heather and the Rose Country Dancers)
Location: Veterans” Memorial Ballroom
1626 Willamette Street, Eugene, Oregon

email: ecd@s2graphis.com
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Eugene Mini
Maker Faire’

CELEBRATING
THE D-1-Y SPIRIT!

Saturday, June 13
10am - 4pm

3D printers | Raspberry Pi |
Arduino | robots | textiles |
steampunk | giant catapult |
repurposed | electronics | arts
& crafts | rockets & more!
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eugenemakerfaire.com

eacronv| | I

30 AM DAILY

LATE NOON T0 2

TOBACCO
SNACKS & BEER
ENERGY DRINKS

HORSEHEAD BAR
DELI ITEMS

LOTTERY
OUTSIDE ATM

99 W Broadway
Eugene OR

(the Heart of the Barmuda Triangle)

Your LOCALLY OWNED

Convenience Store
In the Downtown Core
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