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DANCE BY RACHAEL CARNES

T
he musical Memphis follows stardust hopeful Felicia Farrell and disc jockey Huey 

Calhoun on their ascent from underground juke joints to rock ‘n’ roll fame. 

A Broadway smash from 2009 to 2012, Memphis won Tony Awards in 2010 

for Best Musical, Best Book (by Joe DiPietro) and Best Original Score (by David 

Bryan and DiPietro). Now on its second national tour with new direction and 

choreography by Amy McCleary, the 22-person touring version of Memphis performs at 

the Hult Center Feb. 23 and 24.  

“The show pays attention to what was happening in Memphis at that time,” Director 

McCleary says. “It’s when they took rhythm and blues and figured out if they sped it up, it 

became rock ‘n’ roll. Kids would drive for miles to hear this music.”  

Set against the backdrop of the segregated ’50s, Memphis uses song and dance to 

explore the highs and the lows of a pivotal moment in history.

As a choreographer, McCleary says the musical score excites her “because it has a lot of 

wonderful rhythm and accents.” Building on a lexicon of ’50s dance styles, McCleary says 

the show features “tons of singing and dancing, from swing and partner dance to Motown.” 

And as a director, McCleary says she admires the show’s narrative. “The script writer 

plays a fine line between drama and comedy,” she says. “You’re enjoying yourself, and then 

you’ll see something that reminds you, ‘this is 1952,’ and there are real problems and 

issues.”  

McCleary advises bringing “older, educated children” to the performance. “I’d rate it 

PG-13,” she says.  

The show’s catchy tunes and exciting dance numbers, McCleary notes, can serve as 

an entrée to learning more about the civil rights movement. 

“It’s a great platform to start discussions about a great period of history,” McCleary 

says. “And to notice how art can bring about change.” ■

Memphis runs at the Hult Center 7:30 pm Feb. 23 and 24. For tickets, please visit hultcenter.org; $33-$78.

DANCING IN MEMPHIS
The Tony-winning musical Memphis, coming 

to the Hult, tackles the Civil Rights era
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 Your Organic Garden Store 

Monday-Saturday 10-6 
Sunday 10-5

H O M E ,  G A R D E N  &  G I F T

Pick up a FREE copy of our 

Gardening Guide – a useful, 

easy to read reference on 

organic gardening.

25%
OFF

Acid 
Mix

Our signature blend specially designed for 

acid loving plants- especially blueberries, 

raspberries, rhododendrons and more!

Ingredients:  Cottonseed Meal, 

Langbeinite, Fish Bone Meal, 

Rock Phosphate, Humates, and 

Kelp Meal

Available in the following sizes:

• 1 lb  • 6 lb  • 25 lb  • 50 lb

-All Sizes-

MJM Law Office, pc

DUII & Criminal Defense • (541)505-9872 • mjmlawoffice.com

Rhythmic
Vinyasa

at WOW HALL
with Live Music by Dub Sutra 

Sun, Feb 22 • 12–1:30pm

Pre-register at eugeneyoga.us

$5 of every ticket to benefit 
Greenhill Humane Society

Eugene Yoga instructors, Arielle Bertolone & 
Beth Krisko, will co-lead an uplifting practice to 
the live music of Dub Sutra that will leave you 

expanded & renewed.

1553 Oak St. Eugene, OR 
(541) 345-8904

keepeugenegreen.org

We provide 

safe access to medicine 

with the information 

you need to make 

empowered decisions 

about your well-being.   

Eugene’s Oldest Dispensary

Welcome to 
The Greener Side

M-F 10am - 7pm • Sat 11am - 5pm •  Sun 11am - 5pm

Asian Food

Market

Asian Food

Market

www.sunriseasianfood.com
M-Th 9am-7pm•F 9am-8pm•Sa 9am-7pm•Su 10am-6pm

70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene • 541-343-3295

10%
OFF EVERYTHING
IN THE STORE!
* Excluding rice, case prices

  and phone cards.

Offer expires 2/25/15

Largest Selection
of Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen products,

deli, snacks, drinks, sauces, spices,
produce, housewares, and more.

We carry groceries from Holland,
India, Pakistan and Polynesia

Sushi & Asian deli take-out

Chinese New Year 
Special

Open on Chinese New Year

Thursday, February 19th


