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L E T T ER S

bike paths going under the wonderful new 

I-5 bridge. When you do, take time to read 

the historical/cultural information on the 

signs there and admire how the whole area 

has been transformed. 

I live in that part of town and appreciate 

the fi nal outcome of the years-long I-5 bridge 

project. What the Oregon Department of 

Transportation accomplished was much 

more than constructing a lasting bridge. They 

improved habitat, incorporated public art, 

beautifi ed public space and created a pedestrian 

link between Eugene and Springfi eld.

Andy Small

Eugene

CORRIDORS OF HELL
Some 260 trees will be murdered [West 

Eugene EmX expansion]. Perhaps this 

horrifi c criminal act has already begun. I 

don’t know as I’m taking pains to avoid the 

area until I can die, as this level of local 

evil is the last straw for me. 

There is a fl yer being sent out that 

says they will be “replacing the trees.” 

The humans, if they are, who make these 

decisions are extremely unintelligent 

and deadened. You can’t replace a tree 

just like you can’t replace a person. 

(Except dead souls with chainsaws and 

the short-sighted idiots who hire them. 

Those types are a dime a dozen.) If I had 

a family to support I’d move them under 

a bridge before I’d murder living beings 

for remuneration. This is a tragedy of 

enormous proportion. It will take decades 

for any shade to be replaced on those 

routes. Meanwhile dogs and people will 

have heatstrokes and 6th and 7th avenues 

will be corridors of barren hell. 

Trees feel and react and have 

wisdom that most humans don’t bother 

to investigate. Their gifts are endless, 

and their presence is holy. Each one is a 

lesson in grace and nobility. There will be 

negative repercussions. Crime will go up 

in the area. When a tree is being murdered, 

the nearby trees lean away. 

 No one will convince me bus service 

out to the land of consumer crap, 80 percent 

of which people and the planet would be 

better off without, could not have been 

improved without killing any trees. They 

always choose to do things in the most 

wasteful and expensive way. Psychopathic 

behavior amongst the decision-makers is 

off the charts on this planet, and Eugene is 

not immune.

Gena Young

Eugene

THOUGHTLESS PLANNING
If you rent a house or apartment from 

the UO and live at the northwest corner of 

17th and Moss you are likely to get some 

sudden bad news about having to move 

this summer. UO planner Chris Ramey 

informed me last week that residents have 

not been warned about the project that will 

be demolishing all the homes and trees 

located there. When I suggested to Ramey 

that UO should hold a public hearing about 

his proposed $45 million dormitory project 

he just acted irritated and dismissive. He 

also informed me that the stalled UO 

“central kitchen” project located about a 

half block south from 17th and Moss will 

soon move forward too. Ramey claims that 

the parking and traffi c plans for these two 

projects do not exist yet.

It is discouraging to see how students, 

faculty, student government, reporters, 

editors and even campus activists are all 

oblivious to the unnecessary and insidious 

demolition cycles UO perpetuates. How 

thoughtless you all are. On my way to 

send this letter in I picked up a copy of the 

pathetic Emerald, which contains an article 

with some silly and entirely inaccurate 

references to this idiotic proposed dorm. 

The article is titled “New Dorm, Stadium 

Part of UO Vision.” 

Zachary Vishanoff

Eugene

STONED & HAPPY 
Sure, stoners are easy-going pacifi sts. 

Seriously, when was the last time you got 

VIEWPOINT  BY JENNIFER M. GÓMEZ 

I
n your Jan. 8 email to the UO community, “A 

message from Interim President Coltrane on 

sexual assault lawsuit” [see wkly.ws/1xk], you 

indicated that you welcome feedback from the 

campus on your progress. I agree with the open 

letter provided here by OASA [see wkly.ws/1xj]. I 

would like to express my additional concerns. 

The purported shared goal of UO and its constituents 

is two-fold: 1) to prevent the experience of sexual 

violence and 2) to respond appropriately when such 

violence does occur. 

Up to this point, with inclusion of the email you 

delivered Jan. 8, the UO has both refused to acknowledge 

any culpability for both the reported distress by the 

student described in the email and the magnitude of the 

problem of sexual violence on this campus. 

Case in point: You have taken the time to write a 

disparaging email about a current lawsuit from a current 

student. 

I am confused as to how the email you sent on Jan. 

8 — a one-sided, punitive response to a lawsuit in 

which a student alleges institutional failures to prevent 

and respond appropriately to sexual violence — is 

consistent with your public position that the university 

must improve prevention and response efforts? Instead, 

your email is likely to both discourage students from 

reporting sexual violence and punish those students 

who do identify problems within the system. 

These institutional failures cannot continue to be 

publicly denied as research is showing that approximately 

20 students are sexually assaulted each and every week 

on this campus. How in good conscience can you, as 

interim president, continue to publicly and forcefully 

defend the practices at UO? Approximately 20 new 

incidents of sexual violence a week cannot possibly be 

indicative of a safe campus; therefore, our shared goals 

are far from being met. Any statement that implies 

otherwise is irresponsible and inaccurate. 

I am additionally disgusted by the scope of your Jan. 

8 email: How can you possibly both disparage a student 

while pledging support for that same student in one 

email? It is disgraceful and shameful. 

Since May 2014 I have received UO’s public 

responses about sexual violence. Time and again, I 

have given you and your colleagues the benefi t of the 

doubt: I have told myself, “They just do not understand 

how sexual violence works.” Your last public email 

to the campus community suggests to me that I was 

wrong. I now believe you do know how this works. 

With the results from Professor Jennifer Freyd and her 

colleagues’ campus climate survey alone, you must 

have some insight of how your leadership affects the 

institutional culture of sexual violence on this campus. 

If you remain unaware, there are a plethora of resources 

on this campus — not the least of which are the as-yet 

unacted upon recommendations of the Committee on 

Sexual and Gender-Based Violence — to inform you of 

how sharing the email you sent on Jan. 8 could be both 

particularly damaging and antithetical to the shared 

goals mentioned above. 

In an effort to mitigate the harm you have caused 

through this email, I request that you apologize for this 

public communication to: 

1) the student in question — for behavior that stands 

in direct contrast to making our campus a safe place 

for all members of our community, including those who 

cite problems in the system; 

2) other students on campus who have been victims 

of sexual violence — for publicly creating an additional 

deterrent to coming forward following sexual assault 

and treating those who do as lesser members of our 

community; and

3) the UO community — for betraying the trust and 

dependence we have in this institution with messages 

that foster an institutional culture of silence and 

punishment that undoubtedly hinders the campuswide 

efforts to address sexual violence. 

At the very least, I plead to your humanity that 

if nothing else, you cease to continue to betray the 

UO community and its members with these public 

statements of mindless defense of a system that is 

clearly broken. 

Instead of watching a Ducks sporting event (as you 

suggested in an email you sent on Nov. 28, 2014, regarding 

the GTFF impending strike), I will instead mourn for all 

the students on this campus who continue to be punished 

into silence following being sexually assaulted. 

Jennifer M. Gómez, M.S. is a doctoral student in the UO Department 

of Psychology and co-editor of the Journal of Trauma & Dissociation 

special issue on “Self Injury & Suicidality: The Impact of Trauma & 

Dissociation.”
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