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HARDLY STRICTLY CADDIES
“We’ve been gravitating toward a New Orleans jazz kind of sound,” says Mad 

Caddies founding member Sascha Lazor, “while still keeping the reggae, ska and rock 

aspect to the band.” The Mad Caddies are returning to Eugene in support of their 2014 

Fat Wreck Chords release Dirty Rice, perhaps the band’s most nuanced and varied 

record to date.

The Mad Caddies initially hit it big in the ’90s, riding the ska-punk-swing boom like 

Eugene’s Cherry Poppin’ Daddies. Former Daddies member and Eugene native Dustin 

Lanker currently plays keyboards with the group. 

Lazor says the Mad Caddies chose New Orleans jazz to set them apart from other 

horn-centric Southern California ’90s bands. “At that time there were a lot of bands that 

had horns,” Lazor says, “and it all started sounding the same.” Over time the influence 

of jazz and Latin music has slowly surfaced in the band’s sound, Lazor says.

“We felt that kind of music fit into the vibe of the band,” he explains, “which is a good 

time.” Lazor adds that the band hasn’t completely lost touch with their punk roots. “We 

have some faster punk songs,” he says, such as Dirty Rice track “Love Myself.” 

“Our intention is to make all of our songs as groovy as possible,” Lazor says. “We 

definitely have older fans that like our punk-rock stuff. We have newer fans that know 

our reggae and New Orleans stuff. We try and make sure no one leaves the show 

disappointed.”

Los Angeles reggae outfit The Aggrolites and The Bunny Gang, featuring Nathan 

Maxwell of Flogging Molly, join the Mad Caddies 9 pm Thursday, Jan. 29, at WOW Hall. 

$17 advance, $20 door. — William Kennedy

MAD CADDIES

11TH ANNUAL OREGON JAZZ FESTIVAL
Escape the winter doldrums with two nights of hot jazz for the 11th 

Annual Oregon Jazz Festival Jan. 23 and 24 at University of Oregon and 
Lane Community College.

During the day, the festival consists of clinics for student jazz musicians 
and concert performances from high schools. This year, students will have 
the opportunity to work with festival clinician Branford Marsalis, a music 
educator, Grammy-winning saxophonist and Tony-winning composer. 
Marsalis will also be performing in a concert presented by the Eugene 
Symphony 8 pm Thursday, Jan. 22, at the Hult Center. 

Ron Bertucci, a music instructor at LCC and co-director of the festival, 
says the OJF “forged a partnership with the Eugene Symphony Association. 
We worked together so they could procure some grants with the Hult Center 
to bring Branford Marsalis.” He notes, “This partnership with the Eugene 
Symphony is a first for us. It’s pretty special that you have a jazz artist 
come out and do something with a symphony.”

Friday night’s concert at LCC’s Ragozzino Performance Hall includes big 
band performances from both LCC and UO Jazz Ensembles with guest 
appearances from the festival’s clinicians.

In celebration of the collaborative nature of jazz, Saturday’s concert will 
be a performance by 10 visiting musicians. “This year for the first time we 
have a composer’s dectet,” Bertucci says. “These are all really great artists 
from around the West Coast that are playing in the dectet. What’s really 
cool about this is this music was written for this group of musicians for this 
festival,” adding, “It’s an ensemble; it’s not common these days.”

The dectet roster includes tenor saxophonist and director of the UO Jazz 
Ensemble Steve Owen, baritone saxophonist and Emerald City Jazz Kings 
member Jesse Cloninger (also formerly of the Cherry Poppin’ Daddies), trumpet 
player Paul Mazzio, who currently plays with Portland Jazz Orchestra, and jazz 
pianist and Willamette University music professor James Miley. 

OJF performances kick off at 7:30 pm Friday and Saturday, Jan. 23 and 
24, at Lane Community College’s Ragozzino Performance Hall; $20 general, 
$10 students. All ages. For more information, visit oregonjazzfestival.com.  
— Sophia June
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