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GIVING IS THE BEST GIFT

It’s an oft-heard comment from parents 

and grandparents: “Our little kids have 

so much. What can we give them for 

Christmas?”

There’s an easy answer: Make it 

something that reminds them of giving 

more than receiving. Send a donation to 

a group that tries to provide for needy 

children who often are overlooked, giving 

in the name of your child or grandchild. One 

way is through Heifer International. It gives 

life-sustaining holiday gifts ranging from 

chicks, bees, rabbits, sheep and even heifers 

to children whose families worldwide are 

in need, and sends your children notes of 

thank you. It can be done through toll-free 

phone number 855-848-6437.

As the gift helps the forgotten, it will 

help your children remember that the act of 

giving can be the most important gift they 

receive.

George H. Beres

Eugene

RESPONSIVE COMMISH

I would like to commend Lane County 

Commissioner Pete Sorenson for all of the 

support he has given me in my attempts to 

help the county reduce its medical costs 

and improve the employees’ health. He 

has taken the time to listen whenever I’ve 

contacted him.

Reginald L. Jensen

Eugene

WHY WE GROW

The Dec. 18 Slant column asks, “Why 

do we encourage population growth?” It’s 

an excellent and most relevant question. 

Most of our problems, from local to global, 

are either directly caused or exacerbated 

by uncontrolled population growth.

In the U.S., the greatest contributor to 

population growth, by far, is immigration, 

both legal and illegal. Accordingly, the 

best answer to the foregoing question 

is, “Because Congress and our president 

support open borders, amnesty and 

minimizing corporate payroll costs while 

refusing to enforce our immigration laws.”

Jerry Ritter

Springfi eld

THANK GOD FOR SANTA

Oh Christ, it’s Christmas! Where does the 

time go? First pumpkins, then turkey, now 

ho-ho. Oh no. Gotta buy presents and send 

Christmas cards — how come this holiday 

is so freakin’ hard? It sneaks up behind you, 

makes you feel so bad that you spend all the 

money that you’ve never had on trinkets and 

baubles, on candy and booze, always the 

wrong thing whatever you choose. 

Then tempt all our children with lies 

’bout a saint who’s “magic” and “olly” 

when in fact he ain’t nothing but a fat guy 

who works once a year, feeling up kiddies 

while he sits on his rear. Enthroned in our 

malls from Maine to Shanghai, not Christ 

at Christmas; no, this other guy. He’s 

who we worship and ask to answer these 

prayers, and to do it damn fast. Christmas 

is coming! We all must get gifts! And make 

sure we get them by the 25th. 

Oh Christ, it’s Christmas! Oh Christ on 

a crutch! Thank god for Santa! Oh, thank 

you so much!

Dave Perham

Eugene

BUY / SELL / TRADE

LESSONS

LARGEST SELECTION OF 
NEW, USED& VINTAGE, 

DRUMS, CYMBALS, 
HARDWARE, HEADS, 

STICKS & PARTS. 

REPAIRS AND ALWAYS 

FREE TUNING AND 

T-SHIRTS!!!

1755 WEST 11TH EUGENE • 541-654-5296 • SAMADATOSDRUMS.COM

5th & Olive Street 

541-342-6820

25th & Willamette 

541-349-0556

Mon-Sat 10-6 

Sun 10-5

downtoearthhomeandgarden.com

†Some restrictions apply  
See store for details 

Sale valid 12/26-1/5 Only

  Pre-Inventory Sale 

Open from 10-4pm on Dec 31 & closed on New Year’s Day

20%
OFF

a l m o s t

EVERYTHING
STOREWIDE!

†

December 26th thru January 5th
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