KEEPING BUSY

Maintaining high-quality tools pays off

recently took a couple of hours to do something I’ve

been putting off for ages: cleaning and oiling my

gardening tools. Until we moved into a different house
five years ago, I kept my tools in a dry, attached garage.

Now I keep everything but my best pruning tools in a
garden shed that’s more or less open to the moisture-laden
air.

Although the tools are out of the rain, they are rusting.
Perhaps this would have happened eventually in my old
garage, but whatever deterioration there was in 15 years, I
didn’t notice it.

So last month T washed the tools with plain water,
scrubbing off visible dirt with a scrunched-up piece of nylon
bird netting, then left them to dry in the weak November
sun. When they were dry I oiled the metal parts with motor
oil and the wood handles with linseed oil. I know I first
should have sanded off the visible rust on those neglected
shovels. Maybe next time. For now, I’m just trying to slow
down their decline.

Cleaning the tools was quite satisfying. They now look
a lot nicer, for one thing. It also gave me a chance to handle
and inspect tools T usually take for granted, noticing how
they are constructed, how they are holding up to hard use
and neglected maintenance, and how some of the older
tools have odd little details in the finishing, like artistically
rendered makers’ names, or rivets with decorated heads.
Many of those tools were purchased in the 1970s and ’80s
from the now-defunct company Smith and Hawken. It’s
hard to find tools of the same quality today.

Decent, functional tools are still available, however,
and they make great gifts for the gardeners on your list.

A Solstice Gift for You

12/18/14-12/31/14

. Susan Shaffer
)/~ Qigong — Healing — Meditation

?J@ . 5418523370

susanshaffer.111@gmail.com
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Plrneterry Solitice
Yoqe & Medituteon

Endings and New Beginnings
Sat., Dec. 20th, 8:30- noon
10-10:30 Tea break & socialize

$8 half/ $15 all or use passes
Jai Kartar/ Joan radiant@efn.org
3635 Hilyard | yogawesteugene.com
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Carpal Tunnel

strain injuries.

MVA Insurance Accep!
Advanced Methods
Gentle & Effective

37 Years Experience

jeffreyburch.com
(541) 689 1515 LMT Lic #9092

Oregon Medical Qigong
Specializing in Chinese Energetic Medicine

Holiday Special: 12/17to 1/9
15% off single session, prepaid
25% off three sessions, prepaid

Boost Digestion & Overconsumption Relief
Seasonal Sadness, Loss, Grief or Depression
Emotional, Family, or Relationship “Overload”
Hangover “Cure”

Eric Shaffer, DMQ
3496 Onyx St., Eugene 97405
541-852-1628 www.qigong-clinic.com

I'm convinced there are many frustrated,
would-be gardeners out there who only need
the right tools to get them going. It is hard to
get good results without good tools, and at
best it’s a lot more work. Down to Earth
has a good selection of pruning, weeding
and digging tools — and a knowledgeable
staff. Hardware stores are great for basic
tools like shovels, picks and rakes.

Everyone needs a good pair of pruning
shears, and Felco brand is the gold standard.
If they seem like an extravagance, rest assured
they are worth the price because they are easy to
adjust and repair, and parts are readily available.
Long-handled loppers are useful, but a narrow-
bladed, folding pruning saw is cheaper and will get
the same job done.

Two inexpensive hardware store items: a floral
shovel, long-handled but small-headed and light,
great for planting anything that comes in a one
gallon pot or smaller; and a light, narrow-headed
wire shrub rake by Green Thumb.

Hand hoes are appealing little items. They may be
designed especially for weeding (with a narrow, thin blade,
usually triangular, with one or more pointed corners) or can
be more general purpose, Japanese-style, for small planting
jobs and cruder weeding. Both are useful. Everyone needs
a sturdy trowel, but prolonged troweling can give you a
nasty case of repetitive stress injury. A suitable hoe can be
a healthier alternative for planting large quantities of small
starts.
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In the deepest, bleakest, darkest of nights,
the light shines the brightest. S}’ndro me Announcements
Heal the past. Open the flower of your heart. & other_ A FJ:;E;‘gfv;i;fr:;“ﬁg;’eﬁg‘iﬁ:‘; Us.
Receive a free $100 healing session upper limb whtw share Inemmatonalrg SHARELOVE
with a paid healing session repetittve Keep youreyes onthe skies!

Classes

SOLO-PRENEURS  Build your Skills
& your Business in 2015. Gain
Clarity, Confidence, Control. Training
Classes begin Jan. 15. 541-510-8567
pteamworks.com

Lost & Found

KEYS FOUND in Friendly Area Neighborhood.
Please call and describe 541-683-3430

Wanted

CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/Truck. Running or
Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come To You! Call
For Instant Offer. 1-888-420-3808 www.
cashdcar.com (AAN CAN)

ACCREDITED

KEG COOLER: for tax-deductible donation or
sale to WOW Hall; reply Info@wowhall.org

Misc.

DISH TV Starting at $19.99/month (for 12
mos.) SAVE! Regular Price $32.99 Call Today
and Ask About FREE SAME DAY Installation!
CALL Now! 888-992-1957 (AAN CAN)

Pets

GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Fri-Tues 11am-6pm,
Closed Weds & Thurs. 88530 Greenhill Rd,
541-689-1503 green-hill.org Look for our
Pet of the Week!

special rate: $130 w/ discount

Rubber containers with integral handles,

size and smaller, are indispensible. Everybody needs

several, and they come in lots of colors. Rubber boots
or waterproof clogs are a no-brainer in Oregon.
And a good many gardeners would probably
appreciate a pair of binoculars (a second pair,

perhaps) to hang up somewhere nearby while they

work outside. Birds don’t stick around obligingly
while you run inside to get your best ones.

Can’t decide? Gift cards and certificates
are always an option and can get the recipient
anything from garden art to a load of compost.

Support your local brick-and-mortar retailers
and save on shipping!

When you are done gift shopping, there
is plenty to do outside. Neatness counts
for a lot in winter, when there isn’t much
to see but order and definition. It’s always
worth getting out to rake leaves from paths
and lawns. In fine weather you can prune
and transplant trees and shrubs or remove
excess fall leaves from evergreens and from

bushel-

areas where small bulbs will emerge in spring. And there is
always weeding — it’s so much easier in winter!

When the weather is truly awful, it’s easy to forget
about the garden. But it’s a good idea to keep excess
rain off compost piles, make sure valuable containers are
draining properly and to occasionally water plants that are
under eaves. And you can always clean your tools. m

Rachel Foster of Eugene is a writer and garden consultant. She can be reached

at rfoster@efn.org.
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SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
S.ARA’s Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.
Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.
541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org
LOOK FOR THIS WEEK'S RESCUED CAT.

Adoption/Family
Services

PREGNANT? THINKING OF ADOPTION? Talk
with caring agency specializing in matching
Birthmothers with Families Nationwide.
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 Abby's One
True Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6293. Void in
Illinois/New Mexico/Indiana (AAN CAN)

FOR SALE

Antiques and
Collectibles

UNIQUE GIFTS, ANTIQUES, & HIGHLY
COLLECTIBLES New inventory everyday.
You've got to check us out! Hollywood
Treasures, 825 W. 7th Ave. Mon-Sat 10-6.
Sun 11:5

Clothing

ASSISTANCE LEAGUE® THRIFT SHOP
COME THRIFT WITH US! 1149 Willamette St.
Tu-Sa 10-4

REMIX APPAREL EXCHANGE located at 1449
Mohawk Blvd in Springfield, men's and
women’s resale clothing store meets art
studio. While you search through our con-
stantly changing name brand inventory,
enjoy all the local artist's work on the walls
and coming through the speakers.

SAVONA'S
Bitchin’ Bohemian Boutique
NEW & RESALE
Righteous Rags for Big & Small
JUST IN ~ Boot Socks & Leggings!
285 E. 13th ave. @ High St.

CLASSIFIEDS

LINE ADS: $11/3 LINES
ADDITIONAL LINES: $4

Business

LOCALLY OWNED CAFE/DELI FOR SALE Turn
key & completely operational since 2010.
Must see. Email: westeugenecafe@gmail.
com

HELP WANTED

$1,000 WEEKLY!! MAILING BROCHURES from
Home. Helping home workers since 2001.
Genuine Opportunity. No experience
required. Start immediately www.mailing-
members.com (AAN CAN)

$DANCERSS Tired of your current club!
SWEET ILLUSIONS has day & night shifts
available. No experience, can train.
Excellent tips! 541-852-8625 or 541-517-
7196 THE HOTTEST CLUB IN LANE COUNTY!

EUGENE WEEKLY is seeking a driver for one
of our Thursday morning newspaper deliv-
ery routes. Must have valid Oregon driver’s
license and insurance. A large vehicle is
helpful, but a smaller car can sometimes
get the job done. You and your vehicle must
be reliable. Email resume to circulation@
eugeneweekly.com

SEEKING EMPLOYMENT

EXCELLENT WRITTEN & COMMUNICATION
SKILLS. Published poet & playwright.
Research, editing & computer skills. Great
cook, great with kids and animals. 541-485-
0509 or 541-731-6787

GRAPHICDESIGNER new to Eugene needs a
job  (print/web).Excellent verbal/written
skills. Can also workretail, cust service,
clerical, etc. www.bluemoondm.com

X-MAS LIGHTS HANGING!! Painters available
for Christmas light hanging. We have the
truck and ladders you provide the lights.
Also available for other labor. Bryan 541-
408-6215




