AN 1¥-NE ;8 BY RICK LEVIN

A LITTLE DICKENS

OCT'’s A Christmas Carol finds
something fresh in the familiar

t’s a timeless literary trope, from Ecclesiastes to

Groundhog Day: A cynical man, mired in despair and

the funk of worldly resentments, is confronted with the

error of his ways to such an extent that he undergoes

an immediate and permanent transformation, emerging
from darkness into light. Such victories of the spirit are the
epitome of happily ever after, and we never tire of their
telling.

Few stories of transformation, however, are as beloved
and enduring as Charles Dickens’ 1843 novella, A
Christmas Carol, which has been filmed, staged, revamped
and respooled so many times it’s become an integral piece
of our cultural DNA. In Eugene alone this holiday season,
there are at least three spins on Dickens’ classic, including
Ballet Fantastique’s jazzed-up An American Christmas
Carol at the Hult, actor Rickie Birran’s dramatic readings
around town and Oregon Contemporary Theatre’s new
rendition, adapted and directed by Elizabeth Helman.

Helman’s adaptation is a punchy, economical retelling
of the tale of Ebenezer Scrooge, that miserly old grouch
who, after being visited on Christmas Eve by three ghosts,
does a complete 360, becoming a good guy. It’s always
invigorating, watching Scrooge get thumped and renewed,
and OCT’s production hones this story to its bare essentials,
giving us a sort of shorthand that touches on familiar
sentiments while providing a few pleasant surprises.

The play’s skeletal structure and minimal sets function
as a thumbnail sketch, allowing the cast to dig into the pith
of each character. Instead of bustling city streets and loud

TINAMARIE IVEY

AS THE GHOST OF
CHRISTMAS PRESENT
AND ROBERT HIRSH
AS SCROOGE

feasts with the Cratchits, Helman — through monologues
and tight staging — turns the focus onto the emotional truth
inside each character.

As Scrooge, Robert Hirsh is fantastic; rather than playing
Ebenezer as an unregenerate jerk, he allows the audience
to see the burnt romantic that hides inside the hardened
shell, as though Scrooge barely believes his own bahs and
humbugs. Hirsh’s Scrooge is less devil than victim, making
his pain all the more human.

The whole cast, in fact, succeeds in finding something
fresh in each well-worn role. Ralph Steadman, in triple
duty (he also plays Old Joe), makes for a hilariously
saucy Fezziwig, and his Marley is less scary than sad and

frustrated. Joseph Workman (as Fred, young Ebenezer,
Peter Cratchit) adds a dose of ebullience to the proceedings,
and Tinamarie Ivey (Mrs. Fezziwig, Ghost of Christmas
Present), Melanie Moser (Christmas Past, Martha
Cratchit, Maggie), Damon Noyes (Bob Cratchit) and Erica
Towe (Belle, Kate) are all strong, as are the kids in the
production: Hugh Brinkley (Tiny Tim, young Scrooge) and
Kyra Siegel (Belinda, Fanny).

Clocking in at just 90 minutes, OCT’s take on A Christmas
Carol offers a short, sharp dose of Dickens, and it goes down
just right. m

A Christmas Carol plays through Dec. 20 at Oregon Contemporary
Theatre; $15-$30, 465-1506.

Injoy Wellness
Massage GCenter
Solstice Celebration

YOGA AND MEDITATION
Sat., Dec. 20™, 8:30-12:00 noon
Tea break: 10-10:30 am
Come for either half or both!
$8 for each half, or use passes

Joan/Jai Kartar 541-344-8332
3635 Hilyard | yogawesteugene.com

Open House Dec. 21st %

Specials all day, silent auction‘,‘

Tresa 541-653-6379 LT #15686 « Insurance Accepted

secoME A MEDICAL QIGONG PRACTITIONER

P1-INTRODUCTION TO MEDICAL QIGONG THERAPY Begins Dec 14, five
Sundays. 26 medical gigong exercises, TCM and Five Element theory, analytical under-
standing of the exercises will be taught. Emphasis on professional self-healing creates
the basis of learning Practitioner healing for others. NCCAOM Acupuncture credit.
2nd course follows in Spring. Call for info. NO PRE-REQUISITES.

ONLINE APPOINTMENTS for care in the clinic, with prescribed
Qigong exercises. Chronic, acute & emotional concerns. Free 1/2 hour.

ERIC SHAFFER, DMQ_ 541-852-1628 www.gigong-clinic.com info@

™

assistance league® of eugene
thrift shop

Check out our great
Book Department!

[ 149 WILLAMETTE | TUES-SAT 10-4

assistance league’
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CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad: CALL 541.484.0519 EMAIL classy@eugeneweekly.com

WEB classifieds.eugeneweekly.com WRITE 1251 Lincoln St. Eugene, OR 97401

VISIT our office Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

BENEFIT FOR BEES! presented by Healthy
Bees = Healthy Gardens. Cozmic, Sat 12/13
from noon-4pm. Silent auction, bee educa-
tion, honey tasting and live music! www.
healthybeeshealthygardens.com

MUSIC/ENTERTAINMENT

Band Members

LOCAL PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE Samba Ja!
seeking new members. Come to a rehearsal
541-342-4991 or 541-915-8102 Kelly

LINE ADS: $11/3 LINES
ADDITIONAL LINES: $4

Pets
GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Fri-Tues

11am-6pm, Closed Weds & Thurs. 88530
Greenhill Rd, 541-689-1503 green-hill.org
Look for our Pet of the Week!

SOLSTICE CELEBRATION OPEN HOUSE at Injoy
Wellness Massage Center, Dec. 21st. Check
out our newly renovated space! Specials
ALL DAY, raffle, silent auction & art show.
780 Monroe

FOR SALE

Antiques and
Collectibles

UNIQUE GIFTS, ANTIQUES, & HIGHLY
COLLECTIBLES New inventory everyday.
You've got to check us out! Hollywood
Treasures, 825 W. 7th Ave. Mon-Sat 10-6.
Sun 11:5

Clothing

ASSISTANCE LEAGUE® THRIFT SHOP
COME THRIFT WITH US! 1149 Willamette St.
Tu-Sa 10-4

REMIX APPAREL EXCHANGE located at 1449
Mohawk Blvd in Springfield, men's and
women’s resale clothing store meets art
studio. While you search through our con-
stantly changing name brand inventory,
enjoy all the local artist’s work on the walls
and coming through the speakers.

SAVONA'S
Bitchin’ Bohemian Boutique
NEW & RESALE
Righteous Rags for Big & Small
JUST IN ~ Boot Socks & Leggings!
285 E. 13th ave. @ High St.

BULLETIN BOARD

Announcements

*WISDOM * HOPE *  TRUST*
*SHARING *JUSTICE * PEACE*
People Power is Healing Life on Earth
We Are Not Alone. MAITREYA is here.
www.share-international.org TAKE HEART!

Classes

SOLO-PRENEURS  Build your Skills
& your Business in 2015. Gain
Clarity, Confidence, Control. Training
Classes begin Jan. 15. 541-510-8567
pteamworks.com

Lost & Found

KEYS FOUND in Friendly Area Neighborhood.
Please call and describe 541-683-3430

Wanted

CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/Truck. Running or
Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come To You! Call
For Instant Offer. 1-888-420-3808 www.
cash4car.com (AAN CAN)

KEG COOLER: for tax-deductible donation or
sale to WOW Hall; reply Info@wowhall.org

Misc.

AUTO INSURANCE STARTING AT $25/ MONTH!
Call 855-977-9537 (AAN CAN)

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
S.ARA’s Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.
Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.
541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org
LOOK FOR THIS WEEK'S RESCUED CAT.

Adoption/Family
Services

PREGNANT? THINKING OF ADOPTION? Talk
with caring agency specializing in matching
Birthmothers with Families Nationwide.
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One
True Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6293. Void in
Illinois/New Mexico/Indiana (AAN CAN)

HELP WANTED

$DANCERS$ Tired of your current club!
SWEET ILLUSIONS has day & night shifts
available. No experience, can train.
Excellent tips! 541-852-8625 or 541-517-
7196 THE HOTTEST CLUB IN LANE COUNTY!

EUGENE WEEKLY is seeking a driver for one
of our Thursday morning newspaper deliv-
ery routes. Must have valid Oregon driver’'s
license and insurance. A large vehicle is
helpful, but a smaller car can sometimes
get the job done. You and your vehicle must
be reliable. Email resume to circulation@
eugeneweekly.com

0 0 INCORPORATED Set up & Display depart-
ment. $1800/month. No experience. Must
pass background check 971-701-5597




