InEugene Real Estate is Eugene’s newest real estate
brokerage, located at the corner of East Broadway and Oak
Street. Eugene native and principal broker Ben Fogelson
says he is being “highly particular about selecting agents”
for his brokerage. “Being a high-producing agent doesn’t
get you in the door,” he says. “We are not, nor will we ever
be salespeople. InEugene agents are informed guides,
intelligent advocates and caring neighbors.” Over the next
12 months, InEugene Real Estate plans to hand out wool
blankets to homeless, support local artists by hanging
work and participating in Lane Arts Council First Friday
ArtWalks, loan out cruiser bikes for those on the move and
underwrite both the YMCA and the Lane United soccer
teams. See benfogelson.com or call 514-4567.

Tamarack Aquatic Center will be offering an hour of
free swimming for veterans in the community on Mondays
from 10 to 11 am, beginning this week and continuing
through Dec. 8. The program is funded by a grant from the
Oregon Country Fair Board and the Oregon VA office in
Roseburg. The pool is located at 3575 Donald St. in south
Eugene.

Pony Express of Eugene and Springfield recently
merged with one of the largest restaurant delivery
networks west of the Mississippi. Pony Express will retain
the Delivered Dish brand as well as its proprietary state-
of-the-art software technology. The firm also services
residential customers who have limited time to cook,
along with dorms and hotels. See ddish.com or email Greg
Trombley at greg@D-Dish.com.

NEDCO’s Fall Festival will be from 3 to 10 pm Friday,
Oct. 24, at Sprout!, 418 A St. In Springfield. The event
celebrates the 35th anniversary of the Neighborhood
Economic Development Corporation and includes the
grand opening of The Abbey by local brewer Claim 52. The
party includes live music at 8 pm, country dancing,
games, prizes and a petting zoo. Tickets are $6 at the door
or $5 through nedcocdc.org.

EPA APPROVES HERBICIDE
FOR GMO CROPS

The approval of another herbicide specifically for use on
genetically modified (GM) crops underscores the timeliness
of Oregon’s Measure 92 that would mandate labeling foods
containing GMOs. On Oct. 15, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) gave final approval of the herbicide En-
list Duo, which is used on Dow Chemical crops genetically
modified to resist the chemicals glyphosate and 2,4-D.

Glyphosate is the active ingredient in Monsanto’s com-
monly used herbicide Roundup, and some weeds have be-
come resistant to the chemical,

searched 2,4-D, says that the EPA’s decision is flawed in a
familiar way — the pesticide has not been properly studied.
While 2,4-D has long been used for weed control in Oregon
and around the U.S., the EPA decision is a big one because
it allows 2,4-D to be used on food crops like corn and soy-
beans.

The EPA is not going to require industry to analyze for di-
oxin, “and why not is beyond me,” Seidler tells EW. “There
are no toxicological research investigations as to the effects
that these two disparate chemicals have when simultaneous-
ly applied to ecosystems, including mammals and humans.”

The research that exists on 2,4-D, however, gives pause.
“2,4-D is notorious for health effects, and glyphosate is
gaining a reputation amongst

causing fears over the develop-
ment of herbicide-resistant “su-
perweeds.” The chemical 2,4-
D is often cited as one of the
ingredients in Agent Orange,
which has been linked to health
issues in Vietnam veterans.
Monsanto has given just
over $4 million to try to defeat

—RAY SEIDLER, A FORMER EPA SCIENTIST

researchers for deleterious im-

‘There are no toxicological research . » says Lisa Arkin, execu-
investigations as to the effects that these
two disparate chemicals have when
simultaneously applied to ecosystems,
including mammals and humans.’

tive director of Eugene-based
Beyond Toxics. She points to
EPA literature that lists 15 de-
bilitating potential health ef-
fects of exposure to 2,4-D, in-
cluding nausea, vomiting and
renal failure.

Measure 92 in the Novem-

ber election, and Dow AgroSciences has given more than
$300,000, according to the Oregon secretary of state’s web-
site.

Oregon Congressman Peter DeFazio promptly issued a
strongly worded response to the decision. “EPA shunned
its duties to protect the environment and safeguard public
health by bowing to corporate interests instead of relying on
science,” DeFazio writes. “It will be just a matter of time be-
fore weeds develop a resistance to 2,4-D, and the chemical
industry comes up with an even more dangerous and potent
product.”

Ray Seidler, a former EPA senior scientist who has re-
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Invoking the dark legacy of
Agent Orange in the fight against 2,4-D may seem risky, but
Seidler argues that in this debate the chemical fact remains,
and any notion of what is “fair” has been chucked out the
window.

“Is it fair to force American farmers to lease seeds coated
with insecticides such as neonicotinoids that are often not
effective in increasing corn yields?” Seidler asks. “Is it fair
to entice farmers into this biotech corporate-money-raising
scheme at the expense of killing off pollinators?”

The Natural Resources Defense Council has filed a suit
with the EPA to prevent the decision from taking effect.
— Ben Stone
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