m BY LANCE SPARKS

MOLE’S BACK

Local guaffs from bubblies to black cherries

leaned back in my chair, propped my feet on my bat-
stared out the window on downtown

tle-scarred desk,

Eugene and watched as sheets of rain marched

across the streets and flattened the tops of the

maples. Even on the 17th floor of the burg’s oldest
high-rise, the window wore a grimy film. But our
office-cum-lab was spotless; obviously, Mole and his
wife, Molly, had held us together while I meandered
through political nightmares.

My fault: T had lapsed, letting my disgust with
right-wing politics disrupt our work on wine. y
According to the Oregon Liquor Control
Commission, this state now licenses 545 winer-
ies (not all active producers), 30 or more just in
our area; at minimum, that means we should be
working harder than ever to make folks aware
of the best values in local quaffs. Neighbors
who craft the vinos deserve support; people
trying to enjoy their glug-‘n’-grub deserve
mindful tracking.

Instead of taking care of that business, I let
myself get sucked into the muck of micro-poli-
tics.

I was mentally slapping my own face when
the office door swung open with a screech.
First, I read the black block letters on the peb-
bled glass: WINE INVESTIGATIONS. Then I
peered at my old pal, Mole, standing still in the
opening, a huge grin splitting his sweet, round
face. He wore some outfit so nondescript it
made him almost invisible.

Invisibility, by the way, is just one of Mole’s gifts. He also has
an unerring palate and can detect flaws in wine with just a whiff.
We go to tastings together, and pourers can’t remember even see-

ing him, but when we get back to the lab, his reports are spot on.
“Sleut’,” he said (Mole calls me Sleuth, an honor I never for-

get), “you’ah back. Dat’s so cool! Dere’s lotsa wine ta yak about.

F’rinstance, we gots dis edgy bubbly.”
Mole darted straight to our fridge, withdrew a bottle, handed it

to me. He plopped two long, skinny glasses on the table. I read the

label: No. 10 NV 24 Months, with sidebar notations of tech info.
Back label revealed the maker name: Minimus, Rickreal ($21). Web
search revealed that this is one of the “experiments” in winemaking
by Chad Stock, erstwhile maker for the respected Johan label.
This bubbly turned out to be a blend of 80 percent chardonnay,
20 percent pinot gris, with the grapes on the lees for 24 months
(long time for bubblies). I dithered; Mole poured, still grinning.
The bubbles were fine, the flavors surprising: intense baked-ap-
ples/quince with woodsy notes, not at all the airy frothiness
of a white-grape bubbly. Production of all Stock’s experi-
ments has been miniscule, so the wine might

be hard to find (smart folk at Party
Downtown restaurant apparently bought
a couple cases — always rewarding to
search there). “Ou’ah pal Larry Malmgren
steered us ta dis one,” Mole said, giving
credit where it’s due.

We next pulled cork from a “find,”

Sineann 2007 “Piedra” Pinot Noir, ele-
gant and long-finishing, still fresh with
black-cherry flavors (sale bargain at $15). The

2007 vintage got a bad rap, except from people
who know and love pinot noir. Find this, enjoy.
As Mole said, “We’ah back.” Good to be home
i in a Eugene autumn, wind, rain and all. m

Lance Sparks, Ph.D., teaches writing at LCC and can be reached at
freelanceandwildkat@comcast.net

541-344-7751

CLASSIFIEDS

VISIT our office Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

THE BEST COSTUME SHOP YOU'VE NEVER

To place a classified ad: CALL 541.484.0519 EMAIL classy@eugeneweekly.com
WEB classifieds.eugeneweekly.com WRITE 1251 Lincoln St. Eugene, OR 97401

DATING IN A NEW AGE Facilitated event for
45+ singles. Connect in a safe comfortable
environment. Wed, Oct. 29, 6:30-9:30p. $35
Preregistration. Call Meg 541-915-8649 or
megblanchet.com

DOG ADOPTION EVENT Wiggly Tails rescue &
their available dogs will be at Petsmart on
Chad Dr, Noon - 3pm, Sat 10/18. You might
just meet your new best friend!

Clothing

ASSISTANCE LEAGUE® THRIFT SHOP
COME THRIFT WITH US! 1149 Willamette St.
Tu-Sa 10-4

REMIX APPAREL EXCHANGE located at 1449
Mohawk Blvd in Springfield, men’s and
women’s resale clothing store meets art
studio. While you search through our con-
stantly changing name brand inventory,
enjoy all the local artist's work on the walls
and coming through the speakers.

SAVONA'S
Bitchin’ Bohemian Boutique
NEW & RESALE
Righteous Rags for Big & Small
JUSTIN ~ Boot Socks & Leggings!
285 E. 13th ave. @ High St.

Sunncse

After Initial
LAURA TAYLOR

CERTIFIED COLON HYDROTHERAPIST

(541)484-6224

HEARD OF! Cottage Grove’s largest antique
mall. Victoriana Antiques & Costumes. 501
E. Main St, Cottage Grove. 541-767-0973

BULLETIN BOARD

Announcements

HOUSING THOSE IN CRISIS ShelterCare has
provided Eugene/Springfield housing &
recovery programs since 1370. This month,
you can help people in crisis keep, recover
and stabilize their housing, sheltercare.org

Classes

TEENS DANCEABILITY CLASS: EVERYBODY can
dance! Thursdays, 4pm Hilyard Community
Center 541-342-3273 www.danceability.
com

Lost & Found

MISSING CAT Psylus, 3 yr. old male, with dis-
tinct leopard like markings. Last
seen Sept. 21 at Hunsaker & Echo Lane.
He may have found his way into a car or
was possibly stolen. Any info on his where-
abouts gratefully accepted at all hours 206
2952887 $500 reward for safe return no
questions asked

LINE ADS: $11/3 LINES
ADDITIONAL LINES: $4

WHITE MALE CAT NAMED MOON PIE IS LOST!!
All white, short hair, microchipped, neu-
tered male cat is missing from 13th & Tyler
Stin Eugene on 8/5. He has pink ears, nose,
& mouth with yellow eyes and is very
friendly. Last seen wearing red, white, and
yellow Velcro collar with a bell. He is dearly
missed by his family. Please help bring him
home.

Wanted

KEG COOLER: for tax-deductible donation or
sale to WOW Hall; reply Info@wowhall.org

Pets

GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Fri-Tues
11am-6pm, Closed Weds & Thurs. 88530
Greenhill Rd, 541-689-1503 green-hill.org
Look for our Pet of the Week!

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
S.ARA’s Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.
Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.
541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org
LOOK FOR THIS WEEK’S RESCUED CAT.

VLI

86th SEASON!

The Very Little Theatre
presents

RIVATE
S VWES

A Comedy of Suspicion

by Steven Dietz

“A play within a play
within a play within a
psychiatrist’s office”

Chris Pinto, director

October 10-12,
16-19, 23-25

7:30 evenings;
2 p.m. Sunday Matinees

Tix: $17 ($12 for Thursdays)
Box office open 2:00-5:30
Wed.-Sat., 2350 Hilyard St.
Tix on-line at www.TheVLT.com

kR
Production Sponsor:
The Pinto Family Trust

Meeting One Another at a Deeper Level

Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2014

YOGA THERAPY

For those in pain or
discomfort from accident,
illness or disability.
Individual sessions or class

call Shoshanah Thiclle LMT CHT

541-084-3906%

shoshanahthielle@hotmail.com

Julie Beck, B.S., M.Ed.

College Admissions Consultant

NOW ACCEPTING JUNIORS &
SENIORS FOR 2014-2015

Let me take the stress out of the
college selection process.

Call for a FREE 30 minute consultation

541-302-5947

7 Eliel Luma Fionn

Colon Hydrotherapy
CELEBRATING 15 YEARS

Only $65 Per Session

Appointment

A
ellelﬁo““

Intuitive Consultations

T (541) 653-8959

“You are the miracle, let yourself happen.”

Energy Balancing
Reiki Instruction

~ Rising Heart Healing Services ~
risingheart.net
facebook.com/RisingHeartHealingLL.C
Celebrating 20 years
of service in Eugene
Healing modalities include
Massage Therapy

) P CranioSacral Therapy *

Ceremonial Officiant *

Practitioner of Shamanic Arts *
541-349-0202 (Eugene)
Gift Certificates available Insurance / MVA's / [T

Lisa Burtraw
LMT, CA since 1994
lic# 5004

Dating in a New Age:

Facilitated event for 45+ singles
Connect in a safe
comfortable environment

6:30-9:30pm, $35
Meg Blanchet,

MA,LM.T, CHP,LM.T, C.
541-915-8649
Preregistration required
megblanchet.com

EUGENE

$20 FOR 20 DAYS

FOR THOSE NEW TO OUR STUDIO!

DETAILS ONLINE
Kundalini Yoga as taught by Yogi Bhajan
3635 Hilyard | yogawesteugene.com

MVA Insurance Acceptd '
Advanced Methods
Gentle and Effective

37 years experience
jeffreyburch.com

(541) 689-1515 mr Lic #9092
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