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COSMIC FAIRY TALES 
There’s a luring, mid-20th-century California cool to 

Natalie Gordon’s voice that sounds like it should be 
tumbling out of a poolside record player — part-
Rosemary Clooney and part-Nancy Sinatra with the 
contemporary lilt of Shirley Manson and Amanda 
Palmer. 

These bewitching vocals make Gordon the perfect 
leader of the fledgling Austin, Texas, band Tele Novella, 
which rose from the ashes of the “Victorian punk” 
outfit Agent Ribbons, known for songs “Oh, La La!” and 
“I’m Alright,” as well as touring with Cake and Camera 
Obscura. After a bad car accident, Gordon says, Agent 
Ribbons broke up, but the band’s label still wanted 
Gordon to perform at South by Southwest 2014. 

“We kinda just formed a band on the fly in a 
month,” Gordon says over the phone from a pit stop in 
Amarillo, Texas. Tele Novella debuted at South by 
Southwest. “Two months after that we went on our 
first tour ever. It was really kind of a hustle,” she says, 
adding, “I’m the kind of person who needs 
assignments to keep me prolific. The hustle has made 
me a far more organized, productive person.”

If you liked Agent Ribbons, you will like Tele Novella. 
There are, of course, Gordon’s vocals and a similar 
dreamy ’60s reverb, which can be heard on the band’s 
2014 EP Cosmic Dial Tone. But Tele Novella has some 
new inspirations too: Os Mutantes, Belle and 
Sebastian and fairy tales. Gordon says that the 
Brazilian psychedelic rock band Os Mutantes, famous 
for the 1968 hit “A Minha Menina,” is a favorite of 
everyone in the band — bass player Jason Chronis (of 
Voxtrot), drummer Matt Simons and keyboardist 
Sarah La Puerta.

“The psychedelic flourishes within the structure of 
a more hooky pop song,” Gordon says, describing the 
Os Mutantes influence. “We’re also a really lyrics-
oriented band that puts a lot of emphasis on the 
words” and “smartly written ideas,” like Belle and 
Sebastian, Gordon adds. 

As primary songwriter, Gordon says she likes to 
interpret life through a surrealistic lens when writing 
music. “Books are a huge inspiration — classic 
fairytales,” she says. “That contrast of innocent kidlike 
fun with sort of dark, sinister themes.”

Tele Novella plays 9 pm Saturday, Aug. 30, at 
Luckeys; $5. — Alex Notman

PHOTO BY COURTNEY CHAVANELL

sun oct 19 elsinore theater
170 HigH St SE · SalEm, OR · 8:00pm SHOw · all agES

tickEtS at SafEway/tickEtSwESt lOcatiOnS
cHaRgE By pHOnE 503-224-tiXX

tuesday september 30  
mcdonald theatre

1010 williamEttE St · EugEnE, OR · 7:30pm SHOw · all agES
tickEtS at SafEway/tickEtSwESt lOcatiOnS

cHaRgE By pHOnE 1-800-992-tiXX

wednesday oct 29  
wow hall

291 wESt 8tH avE · EugEnE, OR
7:00pm SHOw · all agES

tickEtS at all tickEtmaStER lOcatiOnS
cHaRgE By pHOnE 1-800-745-3000

saturday september 27 
mcdonald theatre

1010 williamEttE St · EugEnE, OR · 7:30pm SHOw · all agES
tickEtS at SafEway/tickEtSwESt lOcatiOnS

cHaRgE By pHOnE 1-800-992-tiXX

fEatuRing:  
Gillian Welch · John Paul Jones

Willie Watson · Paul KoWert

sunday 
october 26 

crystal 
ballroom

1332 w BuRnSidE St
pORtland, OR

8:00pm SHOw · all agES
tickEtS at caScadE 

tickEtS 
cHaRgE By pHOnE  

855-caS-tiXX X2
tickEtS alSO availaBlE 

at tHE cRyStal 
BallROOm  
BOX OfficE

& old dominion

dave฀rawlings฀
machine

saturday 
december 6 
mcdonald 

theatre
1010 williamEttE St

EugEnE, OR
8:00pm SHOw

all agES
tickEtS at  

SafEway/tickEtSwESt 
lOcatiOnS

cHaRgE By pHOnE 
1-800-992-tiXX

fROm mtv’S

Girl code

AQUILINO
Carly 

PARTY 

FAVORS

GIVEAWAYS

FOOD & 

BEVERAGES

LATE LUNCH 

WITH AWARD 

CEREMONY

AND

LOTS OF 
PRIZES
INCLUDING:

2 TICKETS 

TO A MAJOR 

SPORTING 

EVENT
(MLB, NFL, NHL, NBA,

PGA, NASCAR)

GOLF GEAR

CANNABIS 

GEAR

4 PERSON 

SHOOTOUT 

FOR $50,000
(FOR EACH PERSON 

WHO MAKES THE 

SHOT!)

TICKETS:

The 1st Annual

Oregon    
Cannabis   
CLASSIC
GOLF TOURNAMENT

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH
at the Springfield Country Club

to benefit the Oregon Multiple Sclerosis Society

A jam packed 

day of fun on 

the greens

$450
TEAM OF 

FOUR

$125
SINGLE 

PLAYER

Get tickets at Greener Side or 
oregoncannabisclassic.com

PRESENTS


