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Traditional glassblowing is returning to the Whit. 
The Gudger Hot Shop announced this week the opening 
of a studio in the Cornerstone Art Studios, 1068 W. 
2nd Ave. Andrew Glenn Gudger and his fellow hot glass 
artists will be on the First Friday ArtWalk and the 
public will be able to watch them work. “Lane County 
is home to more lampworkers per capita than almost 
anywhere on the planet,” says Gudger, “and many are 
hungry for the opportunity to expand their skill set into 
more traditional glass art.” Gudger says StudioWest 
downtown and The Hot Shop no longer feature 
traditional glassblowing. “StudioWest now focuses on 
torchwork and The Hot Shop has moved to Veneta,” 
he says. “This hot glass studio will be a resource to all 
of the off -hand hot glass artists in Eugene.” Gudger 
is using a Kickstarter campaign to help fi nance 
the equipment for the studio. See gudgerhotshop.
wordpress.com or call 729-7396.

The nonprofi t Cascades Raptor Center is only a 
quarter of a mile from the Aug. 7 house fi re on Fox 
Hollow Road and the center quickly implemented its 
emergency response plan and evacuation procedures. 
Executive Director Louise Shimmel credits Eugene 
Police Department, Lane County sheriff ’s deputies, 
Eugene Fire Department, Forest Service responders and 
volunteers in the neighborhood for “quick work” that 
kept the fi re from spreading to the center where some 
100 birds are kept in a forested setting. “We were able 
to stand down right as we were ready to start loading 
birds,” she says, “all in the longest two hours of my life. 
Truly amazing.” 

Catholic Community Services (CCS) now has a 
new space in Springfi eld to serve the city’s more than 
15,000 low-income residents who seek services 
from the nonprofi t. The $150,000 renovation of the 
Springfi eld CCS center at 1025 G St. was fi nanced 
by the Murphy family, city of Springfi eld, the Collins 
Foundation, the Oregon Community Foundation and 
Oregon Food Bank. The Eugene CCS service center is at 
1464 E. 6th Ave. Donations can be made online at ccslc.
org or call 345-3628.

The nonprofi t Jewish Events Willamette-valley and 
the Bijou Metro are beginning the second year of the 
Eugene Jewish Film Festival. “One Sunday per month 
we show a movie with a Jewish-related theme followed 
by a discussion, says Shmuel Shalom of the group. The 
fi lm Beautiful Tree, Severed Roots documents the life 
of writer/director Kenny Mann, whose parents were 
Polish and Rumanian secular Jews and socialists who 
fl ed Europe to settle in Kenya as refugees in 1942. The 
movie shows 3 pm Sunday, Aug. 17, at the Bijou Metro, 
94 W. Broadway. Tickets are $5. More information at 
JewishEventsWillamette-valley.org

Lane Arts Council and Arriving By Bike are 
sponsoring a free guided mural bike tour in the 
Whiteaker neighborhood from 10 am to noon Saturday, 
Aug. 16. The tour begins at the Washington-Jeff erson 
Park. 

Spencer Creek Grange is holding its seventh 
annual Very Berry Pancake Breakfast from 8 to 11 am 
Sunday, Aug. 19, featuring the Old Time Fiddlers. See 
spencercreekgrange.org. 

McKenzie Flyfi shers will hold its monthly meeting 
from 6 to 9 pm Monday, Aug. 18, at Lewis & Clark 
Catering Co., 2210 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. and non-
members are welcome. Social hour is at 6 pm, optional 
dinner for $17 will begin at 6:45 and the program at 8 
will feature John Rodriguez of Salem, a nationally known 
fl y-tier and an expert on lake fi shing for trout. See 
mckenziefl yfi shers.org or call 913-0710.

Ninkasi Brewing Company will be donating all profi ts 
from the sale of its Conservationale to the McKenzie 

River Trust in support of its work to protect the 
source of the top ingredient in their brew, water from 
the McKenzie River. The special batch of golden ale, 
available in 22-ounce bottles in local grocery stores, 
also commemorates MRT’s 25th anniversary. Ninkasi is 
also partnering with LCC for a fundraising event called 
“Al Fresco! Beer & Bounty” Wednesday, Aug. 20, at the 
LCC Learning Garden on the main campus. The event 
begins at 4:30 pm and continues through the evening. 
Tickets are $75. See alfresco.brownpapertickets.com. 

EUGENE’S RAINING SLUG

QUEEN CROWNED
A bumblebee handing out shots amid a fl ood of fl ashy, 

radiant costumes on the Saturday Market stage at the 

downtown Park Blocks marked the beginning of this year’s 

SLUG (Society for the Legitimization of the Ubiquitous 

Gastropod)  queen coronation Aug. 8. This observance of 

unconventional beauty was a heated competition between 

four colorful candidates that was ultimately won by Bulbous 

Slimebledore, aka local software developer Daniel Borson.

The one campaign this year that considered slugs as 

animals of value rather than simply symbols of Northwest 

individuality was that of B. Slugahoneylicious, the guise of 

local environmental health champion Lisa Arkin. Backed 

by a hot little band, bumblebee backup dancers and men 

dressed as Monsanto agents, Arkin belted an indignant 

rewrite of “I Will Survive” aimed at sprayers of harmful 

pesticides: “Oh don’t you spray/ fl owers and trees/ All the 

slugs and ladybugs/ You make us feel so ill at ease.”

According to Arkin, executive director of Beyond 

Toxics, slugs have meaningful roles in our local ecosystem, 

slurping up dead matter when the sun goes down and 

clearing room for vegetative renewal.

“Under my persona as B. Slugahoneylicious, I saw the 

slug as the queen of the garden by night,” Arkin says. “The 

bees were the queens of the garden by day, so we had a 

shared responsibility for the garden.”

After the passion and substance of Arkin’s song, few 

could have anticipated the barn-burning fi nal act from 

Bulbous Slimebledore. As a fi ve-time candidate for the 

crown, Borson’s status as a dark-horse candidate was 

well known, garnering some salty commentary from host 

Bananita Sluginsky (“It’s embarrassing to try that hard and 

never make it,” she said to the audience).

Borson used this reputation to his advantage, stripping 

his cumbersome wizard outfi t down mid-performance 

to sleekly-tailored robes and green go-go boots, and 

delivering an unhinged appeal to the audience’s love of the 

underdog to the tune of “We Are the Champions” — “If I 

don’t win tonight / I’ll be back every year ’til I do!” Borson 

sang, struggling to remain audible over the crowd’s roar. 

His momentum was so overwhelming that it was little 

surprise when he was crowned queen minutes later, with 

Arkin as the runner-up.

After satisfying a horde of adoring fans and reporters, 

Borson retired his sweaty magician’s cap, gathered up a 

heap of colorful clothes and joined old members of SLUG 

royalty on their way to Party Downtown, raining queens of 

Eugene for another long night. — Ben Stone

I’m glad that the new UO Board of Trustees was keeping a close eye on 

ex-president Michael Gottfredson’s extraordinary contributions to the 

university for which he was given nearly $1 million in severance pay. Until 

it was reported that he had quit his job, I’d forgotten his name. 
lighten up
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