OUTDOORS BY JOHN WILLIAMS

; BROWDER RIDGE RAMBLE

Wildflowers, strange hemlock and stunning Cascadia views

e

ld-growth Western hemlock, Douglas fir and

Alaska cedar blanket all slopes of the Browder

Ridge near the junction of Hwy. 126 and Hwy. 20.

You can hike this trail from west to east, east to

west or arrange a shuttle. In my opinion, this hike
is best done from the eastern trailhead at Gate Creek.

As we set out up the trail I was quickly reminded how
steep this section of the trail is, covering nearly 1,400 feet in
just less than 2 miles. The impressive and ever-changing
forest gives you the sense of being far from any roads and
helps dull the pain in your calves.

As you reach the first clearing the forest gives way to an
impressive view of the Cascades. During the early summer

BROWDER RIDGE
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months there is a series of breathtaking wildflower displays
that rivals the more famous and nearby Iron Mountain. In
the second meadow there is an epic campsite that would
provide an incredible sunrise.

There are only two drawbacks to camping here: One is
that there is no water; the other is that the area is a sensitive
meadow. Avoiding trampling vegetation as you make your
way to the camp is definitely a challenge, though not
impossible. This campsite is approximately 3.2 miles from
the Gate Creek trailhead.

Beautiful vistas do not dramatically increase as you
continue towards the Heart Lake Trail junction. But it is
well worth the time to hike up the Heart Lake Trail because

of a unique rock formation, impressive views and a very
strange mountain hemlock.

Unfortunately the Heart Lake Trail didn’t appear to lead
to its namesake, but at this point in the season the trail could
still have been obscured by snow. According to the Forest
Service, this unmaintained trail leads to a ridge overlooking
the lake.

As you make your way north on Heart Lake Trail there
is an impressive and strange mountain hemlock that is split
into four trunks near the base. This type of splitting is
common on the coast redwood, but rarely seen on mountain
hemlock. At the end of the Heart Lake Trail there is another
campsite, with far less impressive views, but it is on a more
durable surface. There is a rocky outcropping nearby that is
blanketed by hairy manzanita. We wanted to make our way
to Three Creeks Brewery in Sisters before happy hour
ended, so we turned around and made our way back to Gate
Creek.

Browder Ridge is a great alternative to Iron Mountain if
you want to see beautiful wildflowers with an incredible
view of the Cascades. As you make your way back Hwy. 20
there is a large campsite just south of the bridge on
Hackleman Creek — this area is perfect for a post hike
swim. m

DIRECTIONS FROM SWEET HOME TO GATE CREEK
TRAILHEAD: Follow Hwy. 20 east for approximately 40
miles, turn right onto Hackleman Creek Rd. Follow for 1.7
miles, turn right onto Forest Rd. 1598, and follow for 2.8
miles to the signed trailhead.

HIKE DISTANCE: 8.2 miles round trip

HIKE TYPE: Out and back

ELEVATION GAIN: 1,800 Feet

TRAILHEAD ELEVATION: 3,600 Feet

USAGE: Light DIFFICULTY: 4 out of 5 FEES: None
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Oregon Optimal Health
1200 Executive Parkway, Suite 360
Eugene, OR 97401

541.762.1155
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www.oregonoptimalhealth.com
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Cool Your Body.
Warm Your Spirit

Eco-friendly AC
FIRST TWO CLASSES FOR THE PRICE OF ONE
KUNDALNIN YOGA AS TAUGHT BY YOGI BHAJAN

3635 Hilyard | yogawesteugene.com
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TAILS OF SUMMER
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EUGENE

EVENTS

SUMMER READING BOOK SALE to support
Eugene Library. All books $1. Saturday, July
13, 10-4 in the downtown library

CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad: CALL 541.484.0519 EMAIL classy@eugeneweekly.com
WERB classifieds.eugeneweekly.com WRITE 1251 Lincoln St. Eugene, OR 97401

LINE ADS: $11/3 LINES
ADDITIONAL LINES: $4

VISIT our office Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

Garage Sales Lost & Found

ESTATE SALE 50 yrs worth of stuff. 4260
Shannon St. Eugene (Santa Clara area) Thrs
7/10,Fri 2/11, and Sat 7/12. 8am-6pm

UKULELE PLAYERS Win a hand-built ukulele
in our raffle! Oakridge Ukulele Festival Aug,
1-3 www.oakridge-lodge.com/events

FOR SALE

Clothing

ASSISTANCE LEAGUE® THRIFT SHOP
1149 Willamette, 541-485-3721.
Tues - Sat 10-4

REMIX APPAREL EXCHANGE located at 1449

MVA Insurance Accepted P
Advanced Methods
Gentle and Effective

37 years experience
jetfreyburch.com

(541) 689-1515
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SWEET CHEEKS WINERY
27007 Briggs Hill Rd

Mohawk Blvd in Springfield is the newest
and grooviest, men's and women's resale
clothing store/art studio. While you search
through our constantly changing name
brand inventory, enjoy all the local artist's
work on the walls and coming through the
speakers.

SAVONA’S BITCHIN’ BOHEMIAN BOUTIQUE
Righteous rags for big & small.
New & resale. E. 13th & High

SWEET POTATO PIE Clothing for men, woman
& kids. Hemp organic cotton & glass.
Locally made products from over 60 arti-
sans. Calendars, mugs, gifts & more. 775
Monroe Street - next to Sweet Life.

G ﬁ TADASANAGOATS.COM
the Bohemian Yogini Shop

Yoga Clothes, Tapestries, Incense

Computers

NEXT STEP REUSE STORE Mon-Sat 10-Gpm,
Sun 11-4pm. Refurbished electronics, office
furniture and more. ReUse is the New
Recycle. 541-868-0904. 980 McKinley
Street

Eugene, Oregon

\ advance tickets $35 online:
westcoastdogandcat.org
day of event: $40

Kids’ Stuff

*NEW* DISNEY DVDS: FROZEN, BRAVE, CARS
100+ titles, Pricing starts at $12 each but
the more you buy the more you save. Text
for more information (503)481-2208

Camps

Oregon Tutor Summer Camps Filling the
gap in our community. Summer Camps
include: Spanish k5, Early Literacy kI,
Writing grades 5-8, Algebra Prep grades 7-9 &
more. Individual & Home Tutoring. All ages
5417331749

BULLETIN BOARD

Announcements

ANEW DAWN OF HOPE:
Transformation by PEOPLE POWER
** WEARENOTALONE **
Ancient Wisdom Teachers Return
Eldest Brother MAITREYA says
SHARING  =JUSTICE =PEACE
www.share-international.org SHARE LOVE

NEXT STEP DONATION DROP-OFF OPEN € DAYS
AWEEK Mon-Sat 8:30-5pm. Closed Sundays.
2101 W. 10th Ave. www.NextStepRecycling,
org

Classes

FOUND: PHOTOGRAPHS on Lincoln St/West
3rd. Family photos, many from Calif, Cordelia,
Dixon Ca. Contact Eugene Weekly office to
claim: 541-484-0519, 1251 Lincoln St

Pets

DOG ADOPTION EVENT! Sat, July 12, noon-
3pm at Petsmart on Chad Dr. Come meet
the sweet little dogs available thru Wiggly
Tails Dog Rescue. Find us on Facebook!

GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Fri-Tues
11am-6pm, Closed Weds & Thurs. 88530
Greenhill Rd, 541-689-1503 green-hill.org
Look for our Pet of the Week!

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
SARA’s Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.
Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.
541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org
LOOKFORTHIS WEEK’S RESCUED CAT.

HELP WANTED

CNA2 ACUTE CARE clinical time is done
at the HOSPITAL Learn & practice your
skills where you want to work! Be seen by
potential employers! Tuition & Textbook
$520. Must have current unencumbered
Oregon CNA 1 number. Preregistration
required. EMT ASSOCIATES 541-844-1328
EMTASSOC.COM, EMT.ASSOCIATES®@
COMCASTNET

$DANCERS$ Tired of your current club!
SWEET ILLUSIONS has day & night shifts
available. No experience, can train.
Excellent tips! 541-852-8625 or 541-517-
7196 THEHOTTEST CLUB IN LANE COUNTY!

SOLO-PRENEURS New Night Class!
Survival & Success Skills Training,
Transform your SOLO-BIZ experience.
Starts Thrs July 17, 6-8pm. Midtown Art Ctr.
www.pteamworks.com 541.510-8567

NOW HIRING FULL TIME CSRS! Join one of the
fastest growing, top workplaces in Oregon!
First Call Resolution is now hiring experi-
enced customer service reps! Work full
time, with paid training at $10.00/hour and
benefits after 90 days! APPLY ONLINE AT
WWW.1CALLRES.COM




