THEATER

BY RICK LEVIN

TONY COSLETT AND SHANNON
COLTRANE IN ORDINARY DAYS

ANYTHING BUT ORDINARY

OCT'’s summer musical captures the grit and grandeur of New York City

limitless cosmos of doorways and dead-ends,

New York City is a dream, as much a state of mind

as it is a place on the map. Adam Gwon’s 2009

musical Ordinary Days beautifully captures the

chaotic flux of NYC in a nutshell, by reflecting in
microcosm the city’s everyday influence on the romantic
lives of two couples. Deceptively simple in form, Gwon’s
love letter to Gotham is a minor masterpiece of lyricism
and perk, condensing worlds of emotion into a mere 90
minutes.
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Oregon Contemporary Theatre’s current production
of Ordinary Days is itself a love letter to musical theater.
Under the guiding hand of OCT artistic director Craig
Willis, this show comes fully to life, making it one of the
most expertly realized and enjoyable productions in recent
memory.

Willis, who met Gwon in 2010 during a read-through of
a new play, exhibits confidence and artistry at every turn;
he approaches the material with tender tact, allowing the
humor and heartbreak of Gwon’s wonderful music and

lyrics to tell the story. The uncluttered stage design, also
by Willis, evokes at once the angular reach and ethereal
magnificence of the city, so much so that when bits of torn
paper flutter from the top of a building you can imagine the
enormity of their fluttery flight to the ground.

The small cast is excellent; each actor is intimately
attuned to the romantic bustle of Gwon’s writing, which
is clever and subtle without being coy or cloying. Trevor
Eichhorn and Katie Worley play Warren and Deb, who
meet — perhaps serendipitously, perhaps not — when she
loses her graduate thesis and he finds it. With his muppet-y
charm and boyish good looks, Eichhorn is a good fit as
the classic idealistic dreamer floating through life, and he’s
a perfect foil to Worley, who damn near steals the show
as a neurotic whirligig of anxiety and ambition. Watching
Worley strut and fret on stage is one of those divine
pleasures specific to live theater.

Tony Coslett and Shannon Coltrane, as Jason and Claire,
are equally as well matched as another prototypical NY
couple — meet randomly, court quickly, move in together,
do the Big Apple thang — that hits the skids thanks to
an unresolved private grief. The revelation of Claire’s
secret pain, also specific to the city, is so well handled by
Gwon as to mark a moment in time when works of art can
incorporate “that day” (Sept. 11) without being only about
it.

The musical numbers range from frantic and funny to
searching and sad, mirroring the grit and grandeur of the
sleepless city. With elegant live accompaniment on piano
by Nathan Alef, OCT’s Ordinary Days is anything but
ordinary. m

Ordinary Days runs June 26-29 at Oregon Contemporary Theatre; $15-$26.

FREE PTSD COMMUNITY CLINIC acupuncture
& reiki for those in need. 1st Sunday each
month. Next on: 7/06 from 1-4p. Harmonic
Health, 150 Shelton McMurphy Blvd, ste
206. Info: suzannefairchild@gmail.com

UKULELE PLAYERS Win a hand-built ukulele
in our raffle! Oakridge Ukulele Festival Aug.
1:3 www.oakridge-lodge.com/events

FOR SALE

Clothing

ASSISTANCE LEAGUE® THRIFT SHOP
1149 Willamette, 541-485-3721.
Tues - Sat 10-4

CHT
541-684-3965

yeshypnosisworks.com

REMIX APPAREL EXCHANGE located at 1449
Mohawk Blvd in Springfield is the newest
and grooviest, men's and women'’s resale
clothing store/art studio. While you search
through our constantly changing name
brand inventory, enjoy all the local artist’s
work on the walls and coming through the
speakers.

To place a classified ad: CALL 541.484.0519 EMAIL classy@eugeneweekly.com
WEB classifieds.eugeneweekly.com WRITE 1251 Lincoln St. Eugene, OR 97401
VISIT our office Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

LINE ADS: $11/3 LINES
ADDITIONAL LINES: $4

SWEET POTATO PIE Clothing for men, woman
& kids. Hemp organic cotton & glass.
Locally made products from over 60 arti-
sans. Calendars, mugs, gifts & more. 775
Monroe Street - next to Sweet Life.

TADASANAGOATS.COM
the Bohemian Yogini Shop
Yoga Clothes, Tapestries, Incense

Computers

NEXT STEP REUSE STORE Mon-Sat 10-6pm,
Sun 11-4pm. Refurbished electronics, office
furniture and more. ReUse is the New
Recycle. 541-868-0904. 980 McKinley
Street

BULLETIN BOARD

Announcements

NEXT STEP DONATION DROP-OFF OPEN 6 DAYS
AWEEK Mon-Sat 8:30-5pm. Closed Sundays.
2101 W. 10th Ave. www.NextStepRecycling.
org

“THE BLUEPRINT OF TRUTH DESCENDS” *
*Maitreya’s message #31
The Dawn of Hope is NOW. Help is at hand
www.share-international.org TAKE HEART!

Classes

SOLO-PRENEURS Overwhelmed? Stuck?
Fatigued? Re-Gain Control. “Solo Skills”
Training course begins July 1st - Eugene.
It's All About Your Business and YOU. www.
pteamworks.com 541-510-8567

Lost & Found

LOST HOPE CHEST Dark carved wood with a
cushioned top. Left at a home off Maxwell,
about 15 years ago. Please help. Reward if
found 541-683-5523

Pets

FREE TABBY CAT female 2 years old, spayed,
to a loving home without pet dogs and no
children please. 541-747-9993

GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Fri-Tues
11am-6pm, Closed Weds & Thurs. 88530
Greenhill Rd, 541-689-1503 green-hill.org
Look for our Pet of the Week!

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
S.ARAs Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.
Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.
541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org
LOOK FOR THIS WEEK’S RESCUED CAT.

assistance leagUE" | 149 WILLAMETTE | TUES-SAT 10-4

Eliel Luma Fionn

Intuitive Consultations

Sel .
Simple Luxury
Soap & Skincare
Energy Balancing ]Er‘.c Vegan, No Fragrance, No Dye
Reiki Instruction

<" (541) 653-8959
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Quality Ingredients, Lasting Results
Available At:
Market of Choice, Down to Earth,

“You are the miracle, let yourself happen.” The Kiva, & Raven Moon Emporium
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Reasonable rates

f G )Massage Therapy (&

*Deep Tassug * Swedish = Cmsen
* Myofacial and Functional Release
* Cranio Sacral » Visceral Manipulation
Highly effective, proven massage lechniques
io help you achieve relaxation or pain relief

Robert Phaigh, LMT (Lic. #1670}

341-688-2423 |

Kiernare Powers, CN

Natural Healing for Pain Relief
Digestive Issues, Lyme Disease,
Macular Degeneration and more.
Light and Sound Healing,

Mud Packing, Nutrition Analysis

541.232.9036

essentiallightenergetics.com
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