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Finding his own relief through medical marijuana and 

wanting to provide that to others, Evans decided to start 

a dispensary. “It became clear to me that this is something 

that desperately needed to happen,” he says.

The application fee for the dispensary license is $4,000. 

Evans also had to fi nd a location at least 1,000 feet away from a 

school or other dispensaries (ECM found a spot at 1472 W. 6th 

Ave), and he had to install a high-tech security system. Giving 

legitimacy to these pricy ventures allows other businesses and 

business people, from security system companies to certifi ed 

public accountants, to get involved with less risk.

Legitimacy also brings more patients. ECM had 570 

members the week the dispensary received its license; they 

now have 660. “We’re averaging about 10 new patients a 

day,” Evans says. A potential patient, or member, of any 

dispensary must have their OMMP card (Oregon Medical 

Marijuana Program). “There’s no charges to being a 

member, no monthly dues,” Evans explains. “We just ask 

you to agree to a code of conduct and that’s a refl ection 

of what the state and federal government’s concerns are.” 

Once patients are signed up, they are granted access to 

the “apothecary” or clinic part of the dispensary. “Then, 

we’ll try and best pair you up with the medicine in the form 

that will be most effective for you and any strains that will 

have the desired effect,” Evans says. 

“One of the things that we fi nd to be really exciting 

about having our own testing facility and getting access 

to testing all of the strains is that our information is no 

longer anecdotal,” Evans says. He predicts custom-grown 

medicines in the near future. “We have thousands of strains 

of cannabis now and there will be increasingly more as 

growers are able to move forward without the same kind of 

logistical problems they have historically faced,” he says.

Evans might consider moving into recreational use 

with the potential for state legalization on the horizon in 

November. 

“We believe it has a medicinal role, but beyond that we 

believe it has other uses which are legitimate legal rights 

for people. People have the right to modify their state of 

mind through sugar or caffeine, alcohol or tobacco, and 

we see that as being the same kind of personal freedom 

issue.” However, he notes, “It depends on what shape the 

recreational program takes,” adding that, “We would be 

happy to help patients if they’re interested in pursuing it for 

recreational or spiritual or religious use as far as that goes. 

We’re happy to help people achieve the desired goals, but 

our commitment is to our medical cannabis patients.” ■
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