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BY RICK LEVIN

ALEXIS MYLES, KIRSTIN NUSSER
AND TROY PENNINGTON

COME SAILAWAY

ACE gets sunny with Once on This Island

ore so than any other theater company in town, Actors Cabaret of Eugene

continues to reflect the spirit and ethos of Eugene. Led by artistic director Joe

Zingo and executive director/producer Joe Roberts — and with help from the

indomitable Mark Van Beever, whose music direction is always top tier —

ACE channels the best of our local culture by remaining free-spirited and at
the same time hewing close to a tradition that is equal parts frontier strong and renegade
D.LY. They are not afraid of taking risks at ACE — whether than means mounting work
that is sexually or politically edgy (Spring Awakenings, Hair) or taking hold of a classic
and making it distinctly and tastefully their own (Les Misérables). This is the little theater
that could, and consistently does.

ACE’s new show, Once on This Island, directed by Colleen Darnall Dietz, is neither
particularly risky nor overly canonical, but it nonetheless sails right into the company’s
creative wheelhouse. It’s an audience pleaser, plain and simple. A jubilant, humid tale of
star-crossed lovers set in the Caribbean, Once on This Island is a one-act reimagining of
the Romeo & Juliet story, full of colonial class-consciousness and shot through with an
unrestrained sense of tropical romance. The show is frolicsome without being entirely
frivolous.

Actor Alexis Miles, who was so good in ACE’s recent production of Hair, takes the
lead here, playing the role of love-struck peasant girl Ti Moune. With her lanky yet
graceful frame and rich voice, Miles owns the stage; her performance captures the
combination of bewilderment and tenacity that makes Ti Moune such an irresistible
character, a stubborn waif undeterred in her quest for love. She is the anchor in the
occasionally stormy seas that toss this simple tale to and fro on its way to the ultimate
redemption.

Miles is surrounded by a cast — including Kirstin Nusser as Mama Euralie, Troy
Pennington as Tonton Julian and Jacob Thiessen as taboo love interest Daniel — that puts
its collective heart into evoking an island vibe, breezy and animate. If the soul of Once on
This Island seems, at times, a bit Disney-fied in its faux-ethnographic nativism, it yet
maintains a charming fidelity to its tenacious spirit of upward mobility for the underdog;
theater, after all, has never been in the business of socio-economic realism. The musical
numbers are wonderful, especially the catchy ensemble pieces, and Dietz’s fluid
choreography is always engaging. This is a great show for the kids, as well as adults
willing to indulge the childlike wonder of a good fairy tale well played. m

Once on This Island runs through April 12 at Actors Cabaret of Eugene; $16-$42.95.
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THU MARCH 20 - 7:30PM - $6

Stone Cold Jazz with Kenny Reed

Hard-hitting Jazz TH U.I MARCH 27
7PM - $6
FRIMARCH 21 - 8PM - 56 Featuring vocalists:
Sun Bossa Quintet Dona Clarke
Brazillian Guitarist Edison Oliveria & Auan Stuart
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Allan Stuart (piano)

Jim Olsen’s CD Release Party

with Brian McWhorter, Joe Manis, (& Adam Harris!

Fred Wesley (sax, bass)

~ Javier Gonzalez (drums)

FRI MARCH 28 - 8PM - $6

Mike Radiff Quintet
with Torrey Newhart

Classical vocal jazz inspired by Chet Baker

You pick from a menu of fun, unique,
and swingin’ Swing Era tunes ... and we
serve them up HOT just for you!

The dance floor will be OPEN!
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Zesty Burger Sauce, 2 DOUBLE
portion of 100% real beef, fresh
cut Roma tomatoes with dill pickle
slices, and topped with our 100% real
mozzarella cheese!
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Directed by Elizabeth Helman

"Gorgeous, culminating in a
stunning visual finish . . . takes the
novel’s essential elements and
distills them to a heady strength"
— Eugene Weekly

Closing Mar. 22!

Now in our new theatre
194 West Broadway
Tickets 541-465-1506

or octheatre.org

85th SEASON!

The Very Little Theatre
presents

by Alan Bennett

A Bawdy British Farce,
directed by Karen Scheeland.

Produce?1 in "He whose lust lasts,
Pl ith lasts longest!"
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Coming in April:

NW10 Goes to Washington!
The 2014 installment of the
ever-popular short play festival
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March 21-23% 27-30%,

Apr|| 3-5 *Sunday Matinees

Tix: $17 ($12 for Thursdays)
Box office open 2:00-5:30

Wed.-Sat., 2350 Hilyard St.
Tix on-line at www.TheVLT.com
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