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R
aquel Hecht laughs at the fact that she has not one but two full-time jobs. 

She’s an immigration attorney, has been practicing law for almost 21 years 

in Eugene and is a founding partner of Hecht & Norman LLP, a law fi rm 

with offi ces in Eugene, Salem, Medford and Bend. 

But more recently, Hecht has been focusing on the growth of Grupo 

Latino de Acción Directa (GLAD), a community gathering of Latino 

members and allies that is dedicated to mentorship and engagement. The group organizes 

educational forums and opportunities to learn about topics relevant to immigration, 

education, labor and the law. 

“Immigrants are important to us and contribute to our community,” she says. “People 

think it’s easy, but it’s incredibly diffi cult to immigrate.”

Beyond the obligatory legal information Hecht provides for her clients, she is a mentor. 

She encourages people with citizenship to be active by voting and often sees herself as a 

liaison amongst the community. She puts every person that comes to her offi ce on the list 

for GLAD. 

“GLAD isn’t just about Latinos — it’s about integration of all members of the 

community,” she says. Her goal is to bring people together and listen to everyone’s ideas 

and perspectives. GLAD is organizing with UO professor Bob Bussel, an expert on labor, 

to hold a forum about labor for immigrants and how that coincides with education. The 

event will be 8:30 am to 4 pm Saturday, May 17, at Springfi eld High School, 875 7th St.

Hecht grew up in a multicultural environment (her fi rst language is Portuguese and 

she now speaks seven others) and has lived around the world, but she never wanted to be 

a lawyer. When she was working on her master’s in Latin American Studies, she met her 

husband and decided to transfer to law school to get her degree. She was one of the fi rst 

Spanish-speaking lawyers in Eugene and is now nationally recognized for her knowledge 

about immigration waivers. In the past, Hecht has been featured on call-in radio shows and 

is part of the American Immigration Lawyers Association. She admires the work of Nancy 

Golden, Oregon’s chief education offi cer, for organizing people within a community. ■

O
ther schools may get more recognition 

for science, but the president of 

the American Association for the 

Advancement of Science, the world’s 

largest general scientifi c organization, is 

UO chemistry professor Geri Richmond. 

She’s also on the National Science Board, which governs 

the largest science funding organization in the U.S., the 

National Science Foundation. 

Showing the importance of scientifi c exploration and 

then landing funding for that exploration are big challenges, 

Richmond says. If 10 to 20 percent of funded experiments 

prove worthwhile, she says, that’s a huge success, but 

there’s no way to tell which studies will yield valuable 

results. “I don’t believe that the federal government 

should be funding everything out there that somebody has 

a curiosity about,” she adds, “but I believe that we have 

the structure in place to be able to evaluate what the best 

curiosities are to explore.”

Richmond is also co-founder and chair of COACh, 

which helps advance the careers of women scientists. The 

organization has worked with more than 10,000 women in the 

U.S., and Richmond is now proceeding with an international 

focus. “We’ve been going into countries in Africa, Asia and 

Latin America to talk to government offi cials and women 

scientists about what the needs are for advancing women’s 

careers in science and engineering,” she says. “After we go 

into a country and have that kind of a dialogue and if they 

express interest in doing a partnership, then we go out and 

try to fi nd money to allow us to develop projects in those 

countries.” COACh now has projects in developmental or 

beginning stages in Africa, Asia and South America.

Back at UO, Richmond’s group studies the surfaces of 

liquids, including water, and how they interact with their 

environments. “We study a lot of important environmental 

processes that happen in the atmosphere, such as pollutants 

adsorbing onto atmospheric particulates and clouds, to try to 

understand the chemistry that happens on those surfaces,” 

Richmond says. Such studies include work on how to build 

a better solar cell, what substances work best at cleaning oil 

spills and what makes auto oil more effective.

To make it in science, technology, engineering and 

math, young scientists should work hard and be persistent, 

Richmond says. “Most important, when you make judgments 

about your career and career choices, do it when you’re at 

the top of your game,” she continues. “Don’t make decisions 

when you’re unsure of yourself or you just had a bad exam. 

Make your decisions about your career choices when you’ve 

just aced an exam or done something you’re really proud of.

“I think oftentimes the worst choices that we make 

are ones we make when we’re not feeling very good 

about ourselves,” Richmond concludes. “That, then, has 

repercussions for a very long time.” ■
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