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AUGUST: OSAGE COUNTY: Directed by John Wells. Screenplay by 

Tracy Letts, based on the play August: Osage County by Tracy Letts. 

Cinematography, Adriano Goldman. Editing, Stephen Mirrione. Music, 

Gustavo Santaolalla. Starring Meryl Streep, Julia Roberts, Chris Cooper, 

Ewan McGregor and Margo Martindale. Smokehouse Pictures, 2013. R. 120 

minutes. 00001

H
appy families are all alike, but every fucked-up 

family is fucked-up in its own way.

This is especially true of the family at the 

center of August: Osage County, director John 

Wells’ adaptation of the 2008 Pulitzer Prize-

winning play by Tracy Letts. Dysfunctional is too mild a 

designation for the gaggle of pill-poppers, alcoholics, 

suicides, secret sharers and forked-tongue meanies who 

compose the Weston clan, which is thrown together, 

grudgingly, after its boozy patriarch, played by Sam 

Shepard, comes up missing. What ensues when these sad, 

mad people gather to help Violet (Meryl Streep) deal with 

her loss is a shitstorm of resentment and recrimination, 

fueled by narcotics, jealousy, incest and the general 

bitterness of unresolved emotions that reaches across three 

generations. It is glorious.

Taking a cue from great writers like Tennessee Williams 

and Carson McCullers, Wells and Letts  (who also adapted 

the screenplay) have given August the deeply tragic bent of 

a Southern gothic, and they leave no stone unturned when 

it comes to unearthing family secrets. The film practically 

revels in the shock and awe that result from throwing open 

the Weston closet and hauling each shred of dirty laundry 

into the stark light of an Oklahoma summer. There is 

humor in this festival of hurt feelings, but it is a vicious, 

queasy breed of humor, as when Barbara — Violet’s oldest 

daughter and an inflexible scold, played exquisitely by 

Julia Roberts — barks at her mother: “Eat the fish, bitch!”

The film is far from perfect. It flirts with shocking for 

shocking’s sake (although the slam on political correctness 

is disconcertingly hilarious). As director, Wells slouches 

toward overkill; his pacing and framing can be ham-fisted 

and didactic, and he badgers where he should finesse.

These are minor objections, however, if only because 

the sheer fury of Letts’ dialogue — coupled with amazing 

performances from the likes of Chris Cooper, Ewan 

McGregor, Juliette Lewis, Abigail Breslin, Margo 

Martindale and especially Streep, who is stunning in her 

portrayal of human wreckage — works to give August the 

appeal of a bloodless but brutal derailment, where each 

member of the family is an isolated but linked boxcar 

loaded with the dynamite of bad feelings. The pile-up is 

fantastic, and there’s a thrill in that, a catharsis.

Because good art, after all, must have teeth — especially 

dramatic art, which makes hay of our divine human 

comedy. Shakespeare didn’t become Shakespeare by 

giving those young lovers 2.5 kids and a three-car garage 

in the final act, and cats don’t bounce on roofs that are 

lukewarm. August has been criticized as being too dark 

and heavy, an accusation which, when you consider the 

number of bullet holes and butcheries that riddle your 

average action blockbuster, only goes to show the extent to 

which we’ve lost the stomach for true tragedy. The bite of 

August is sharp and hard, yes, but it is instructive and 

invigorating, too. Sort of like life itself. ■

FAMILY FEUD
August: Osage County takes a brutal but cathartic look at family dysfunction
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3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) (PG-13)

11:50, 3:45, 7:10, 10:05

ABOUT LAST NIGHT (DIG) (R)

11:30, 2:25, 5:10, 7:40, 10:10

ENDLESS LOVE (DIG) (PG-13)

11:25, 2:10, 5:05, 7:50, 10:25

FROZEN (2013) (3D) (PG)
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00 
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

10:15

FROZEN (2013) (DIG) (PG)

11:15, 1:55, 4:35, 7:35

GRAVITY (3D) (PG-13)
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00 
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

7:55, 10:30

HOBBIT: THE DESOLATION OF 

SMAUG, THE (DIG) (PG-13)

11:45, 3:25, 8:00

JACK RYAN: SHADOW RECRUIT 

(DIG) (PG-13)

11:10, 2:05, 4:45, 7:25, 10:10

LEGO (3D) (PG)
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00 
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

12:25, 3:20, 6:05, 8:50

LEGO (DIG) (PG)

11:20, 2:00, 4:45, 7:20, 10:00

LONE SURVIVOR (DIG) (R)

12:05, 3:40, 7:00, 9:55

MONUMENTS MEN (DIG) (PG-13)

12:10, 3:30, 7:05, 9:55

NUT JOB, THE (DIG) (PG)

11:40, 2:15, 4:50

PHILOMENA (DIG) (PG-13)

1:45, 7:15

POMPEII (3D) (PG-13)
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00 
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

4:55, 7:45, 10:20

POMPEII (DIG) (PG-13)

11:35, 2:20

RIDE ALONG (DIG) (PG-13)

12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:05

ROBOCOP (2014) (DIG) (PG-13)

11:00, 12:20, 1:50, 3:15, 4:40, 6:10, 

7:30, 9:00, 10:20

THAT AWKWARD MOMENT 

(DIG) (R)

11:05, 4:30, 9:45

WINTER’S TALE (DIG) (PG-13)

12:15, 3:35, 7:00, 9:50

47 RONIN (PG-13)

11:50, 2:50, 7:10, 10:15

BLUE JASMINE (PG-13)

7:45, 10:20

BOOK THIEF, THE (PG-13)

12:30, 3:20, 7:00, 9:55

CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF 

MEATBALLS 2 (PG)

12:20, 3:05, 5:15, 7:40, 10:35

DELIVERY MAN (PG-13)

11:35, 2:20, 4:55, 7:35, 10:10

DESPICABLE ME 2 (PG)

12:10, 2:30, 4:50

ENDER’S GAME (PG-13)

11:45, 2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:50

FREE BIRDS (PG)

11:55, 2:10, 4:30, 7:50, 10:00

JACKASS PRESENTS: BAD 

GRANDPA (R)

7:25, 9:45

LEE DANIELS’ BUTLER, THE 

(PG-13)

12:15, 3:10

SAVING MR BANKS (DIG) (PG-13)

11:30, 2:55, 7:20, 10:05

SECRET LIFE OF WALTER MITTY, 

THE (PG)

12:05, 2:40, 5:20, 7:55, 10:25

THOR: THE DARK WORLD (PG-13)

1:00, 3:30, 7:05, 9:40

THOR: THE DARK WORLD (3D) 

(PG-13)
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $2.00 
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

11:40, 2:25, 5:10, 8:00, 10:30
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Adv. Tix on Sale 300: RISE OF AN EMPIRE
Adv. Tix on Sale MR. PEABODY AND SHERMAN
POMPEII IN REALD 3D [CC,DV] (PG-13) ★

Fri. - Sat.(225 PM) 500 PM 735 PM
POMPEII [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(1150 AM) 1010 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL [CC] (PG-13)

Fri. - Sat.(1135 215) 510 750 1030
WINTER'S TALE [CC,DV] (PG-13)

Fri. - Sat.(1230 345) 645 955
ABOUT LAST NIGHT [CC,DV] (R)

Fri. - Sat.(1140 210) 445 715 1005
ENDLESS LOVE [CC,DV] (PG-13)

Fri. - Sat.(1125 205) 435 710 945
IMAX: ROBOCOP [CC,DV] (PG-13) ★

Fri. - Sat.1155 235 520 800 1040
ROBOCOP [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(1225 PM) 720 PM
MONUMENTS MEN [CC,DV] (PG-13)

Fri. - Sat.(1210 330) 400 650 950 1020
LEGO IN REALD 3D [CC,DV] (PG) ★

Fri. - Sat.(1200 230) 500 730 1000
LEGO [CC,DV] (PG) Fri. - Sat.(1130 200) 430 700 930
THAT AWKWARD MOMENT [CC,DV] (R)

Fri. - Sat.(1205 PM) 755 PM
JACK RYAN: SHADOW RECRUIT [CC,DV] (PG-13)

Fri. - Sat.(220) 505 745 1025
THE NUT JOB [CC,DV] (PG) Fri. - Sat.(1145 AM)
RIDE ALONG [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(1215) 425 710 945
LONE SURVIVOR [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.740 PM 1035 PM
THE WOLF OF WALL STREET [CC,DV] (R)

Fri. - Sat.405 PM 1020 PM
AMERICAN HUSTLE [CC,DV] (R)

Fri. - Sat.(1220 340) 655 1015
FROZEN [CC,DV] (PG) Fri. - Sat.(1155 AM) 450 PM

Adv. Tix on Sale MR. PEABODY AND SHERMAN
POMPEII [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.400 PM 940 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL [CC] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(130) 420 730 1015
POMPEII IN REALD 3D [CC,DV] (PG-13) ★

Fri. - Sat.(110 PM) 700 PM
WINTER'S TALE [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(100 350) 650 950
ENDLESS LOVE [CC,DV] (PG-13)Fri. - Sat.(140) 430 720 1010
ROBOCOP [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(120) 410 710 1000
MONUMENTS MEN [CC,DV] (PG-13)

Fri. - Sat.(1245 345) 645 935
LEGO [CC,DV] (PG) Fri. - Sat.630 PM 915 PM
LEGO IN REALD 3D [CC,DV] (PG) ★

Fri. - Sat.(1230 PM 320 PM)

Adv. Tix on Sale MR. PEABODY AND SHERMAN
3 DAYS TO KILL [CC] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.(115) 400 700 950
LEGO [CC,DV] (PG) Fri. - Sat.(100 PM 345 PM) 1000 PM
MONUMENTS MEN [CC,DV] (PG-13)

Fri. - Sat.(1245 330) 645 935
LEGO IN REALD 3D [CC,DV] (PG) ★

Fri. - Sat.(130 PM) 415 PM 715 PM
THAT AWKWARD MOMENT [CC,DV] (R)

Fri. - Sat.730 PM 950 PM

bijou-cinemas.com

Showtimes

Feb 21-27

bijou-cinemas.com

Townshend’s Teahouse presents Bijou Retro Martial Arts Series:

492 E. 13th Ave. 

12 YEARS A SLAVE*

OSCAR SHORTS 2014*

 ANIMATION

OSCAR SHORTS 2014*

 LIVE ACTION

OSCAR SHORTS 2014*

 DOCUMENTARY PROG A

OSCAR SHORTS 2014*

 DOCUMENTARY PROG B

BLUE JASMINE*

DALLAS BUYERS CLUB*

INSIDE LLEWYN DAVIS*

NEBRASKA*

THE GREAT BEAUTY*

PHILOMENA*

THE BOOK THIEF*

GIRL ON A BICYCLE

THE SELFISH GIANT

BIG BAD WOLVES

BETTIE PAGE REVEALS ALL

HER*

 

THE PAST

AUGUST: OSAGE COUNTY*

Fri-Sun 2:35 8:00

Mon-Thurs 8:00

Fri-Sun 1:40 4:30 7:15

Mon-Thurs 4:30 7:15

Fri 5:20

Sat-Sun 12:00 5:20 

Mon-Thurs 5:20

Fri-Thurs 7:00 

Fri-Sat 5:00

Sun-Thurs 5:00 9:40

Fri-Thurs 7:10

Fri-Thurs 1:00

Fri-Thurs 3:00

Fri-Thurs 2:10

Fri 7:05

Sat 2:05

Sun 7:05

Mon-Thurs 4:45

Fri-Thurs 9:40

Fri-Thurs 4:30

Fri-Sun 4:25

Fri-Thurs 2:20

Fri-Thurs 11:45am

Fri-Thurs 12:00

Fri-Sun 12:00

Mon-Thurs 12:15

Fri-Thurs 7:20 9:40

Fri 2:15 9:30

Sat 9:30

Sun 2:15 9:30

Mon-Weds 2:25 9:30

Thurs 2:25 7:15 9:30

43 W. Broadway

First National Taphouse presents Bijou Metro Classic Series:

THE MERCENARY (1968) -35mm!
Fri-Sun 4:30

Mon-Wed 7:15

Fri-Sat 9:30

*2014 Academy Award Nominees

BASTARD SWORDSMAN (1983)  -35mm!

“TEXT-A-BEER” 541-913-5733
ORDER DRINKS & FOOD RIGHT FROM YOUR SEAT

†NO SHOW 2/22 *OSCAR NOMINATED 

“NO LONGER SNEAKING BEER INTO THE MOVIES SINCE 2008”

THUR FEB 20 - WED FEB 26TH

ABOUT
TIME
9:55

ABOUT
TIME
3:30†

ENDER’S 
GAME
9:55

*DALLAS
BUYERS

CLUB
5:40

*DALLAS
BUYERS

CLUB
3:30†

THE WORLD’S
END
7:55

LEE DANIELS
THE BUTLER

5:40

*BLUE 
JASMINE

7:55

NEW $3 MATINEE


