BY MOLLY TEMPLETON

MOVIES

A review roundup of (most) 2014 Oscar

live-action shorts

hough only three of them are actually dark, this

year’s crop of Oscar-nominated live-action shorts

(now playing at Bijou Metro feels disproportionately

heavy. There’s one bit of likable fluff (the Finnish

“Do | Have to Take Care of Everything?”) involv-

ing a flustered family in a morning rush; there’s also a bit of

humor in Mark Gill’s “The Voorman Problem,” which stars

Martin Freeman as a doctor asked to examine a prisoner who

claims he’s a god. The god, actually; Voorman (an excellent,

slippery Tom Hollander) claims to be keeping the whole

world going and offers to get rid of Belgium to prove his

claims. Sleek and deft and very, very British, “The Voorman

Problem” — which is based on an excerpt from David Mitch-
ell’s novel number9dream — is the charmer of the bunch.

Denmark’s “Helium” aims to hit a couple of different

emotional buttons, but never quite finds its mark. The story
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of a janitor and the sick little boy he befriends is dotted
with surprisingly lovely effects, and its last scene offers a
nice, gentle twist, but the concept feels too familiar and too
forcefully sweet-sad.

There’s no other way to put it: “That Wasn’t Me,” by
Spanish director Esteban Crespo, is agonizing viewing,
and not just because of the atrocities Crespo so effectively
captures onscreen. The story of two Spanish aid workers of
some sort who go to an unnamed African country in an
attempt to help child soldiers, “That Wasn’t Me” leaks
good intentions but is a deeply troubling bundle of
stereotypes. If Crespo wanted to tell a story about the
horrible experiences of child soldiers, he might have done
so without weaving in a tired white-savior storyline.

The absolute standout of the live-action shorts is the
awkwardly titled “Just Before Losing Everything,”

35533

from French director Xavier Legrand. Taut, simple and
impossibly tense, Legrand’s film follows Miriam (Léa
Drucker) as she collects her two children and tries to work
out how to escape her abusive husband. Though the film is
just 30 minutes long, Legrand delicately lets the pieces fall
into place slowly, gradually, in what feels almost like real-
time. Miriam takes the kids to her job at a giant supermarket,
where colleagues and superiors are variously helpful,
baffled and cruel; the story of what actually happened to
her comes out in an offhand line from her son, and in the
bruises everyone sees but no one mentions. Whether it
wins the Oscar or not, “Just Before Losing Everything” is
a powerful debut for Legrand, who hopefully has features
in his future.

The quirky, slightly spooky Japanese “Possessions”
follows a handyman who has a peculiar run-in with the
cast-off items in a forest shrine. “Room on the Broom,”
based on the children’s book by Julia Donaldson, takes a
stately pace through an unabashedly endearing story dotted
with celebrity voices.

Daniel Sousa’s gorgeous, shadowy, wordless “Feral”
follows a wild boy as he’s taken from his woodland home
into a city, where clothing and cruel children are much
harder to live with than wolves and wind. “Feral” is full of
dark, stylized, fairy tale-like images.

But I keep coming back to “Mr. Hublot,” which takes
place in a gloriously detailed steampunky future, where
even flowers are made from scrap metal (and have settings
for night and day). Mr. Hublot is a strange character with
more than a touch of OCD; he spends his days straightening
his picture frames and doing something incomprehensible
with computer-like number machines. Across the street, a
little robot dog barks and shivers. When an incident
compels Mr. Hublot to force himself outside, the little dog
comes into his life — and doesn’t stay little for long. The
sweetness of the film’s story is balanced by the precisely
imagined world, which I wanted more time to explore.
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12 YEARS A SLAVE (DIG) (R)
6:15,9:30

AUGUST: 0SAGE COUNTY (DIG) (R)
11:10, 2:00, 4:50, 7:40, 10:30
FROZEN (2013) (3D) (PG)
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
11:15,10:20

FROZEN (2013) (DIG) (PG)

1:55, 4:45, 7:35

FROZEN SING-A-LONG (DIG) (PG)
12:35, 3:35

GRAVITY (3D) (PG-13)

SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

11:40, 2:35, 5:10, 7:50, 10:25

HER (DIG) (R)

10:15

THE HOBBIT: THE DESOLATION OF
SMAUG (DIG) (PG-13)

11:30, 3:05, 6:40

1, FRANKENSTEIN (3D) (PG-13)
SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

2:05, 4:55, 7:25, 9:50

1, FRANKENSTEIN (DIG) (PG-13)
11:35AM

LABOR DAY (DIG) (PG-13)

12:15, 3:45, 7:00, 9:45
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ANCHORMAN 2 (PG-13)
11:30, 2:05, 4:40, 7:20, 9:55
CAPTAIN PHILLIPS (DIG) (PG-13)
11:50, 7:10

CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF
MEATBALLS 2 (PG)

12:20, 3:05, 5:15, 7:55, 10:35
DELIVERY MAN (PG-13)

11:35, 2:20, 4:55, 7:35, 10:10
DESPICABLE ME 2 (PG)

12:10, 2:30, 4:50, 7:45, 10:20
ENDER’S GAME (PG-13)

11:45, 2:15, 4:45,7:15, 10:00
FREE BIRDS (PG)

11:55, 2:10, 4:30, 7:50, 10:05
GRUDGE MATCH (DIG) (PG-13)
2:50,10:15

LEE DANIELS’ BUTLER (PG-13)
12:15,3:10, 7:00, 9:50
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JACK RYAN: SHADOW RECRUIT
(DIG) (PG-13)

11:25, 2:15, 5:05, 7:45, 10:25
LEGO (3D) (PG)

SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

12:40, 3:20, 6:05, 8:40

LEGO (DIG) (PG)

11:20, 2:00, 4:40, 7:20, 10:00
LONE SURVIVOR (DIG) (R)

12:20, 3:40, 7:00, 9:55
MONUMENTS MEN (DIG) (PG-13)
12:05, 3:25, 7:05, 9:55

THE NUT JOB (3D) (PG)

SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $3.00
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

11:50, 9:40

THE NUT JOB (DIG) (PG)

2:10, 4:35,7:10

RIDE ALONG (DIG) (PG-13)

12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:05
SAVING MR BANKS (DIG) (PG-13)
12:10, 3:30, 7:15, 10:10

THAT AWKWARD MOMENT (DIG) (R)
11:45, 2:20, 4:55, 7:55, 10:30
VAMPIRE ACADEMY (DIG) (PG-13)
11:05, 1:50, 4:30, 7:15, 9:50
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Gateway * Exp Code 1428#

JACKASS PRESENTS: BAD
GRANDPA (R)

12:30, 2:55, 5:05, 7:25, 9:45
PERCY JACKSON: SEA OF
MONSTERS (PG)

12:05, 2:35, 5:00, 7:40, 10:25
THOR: THE DARK WORLD (PG-13)
1:00, 3:30, 7:05, 9:40

THOR: THE DARK WORLD (3D)
(PG-13)

SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $2.00
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS

11:40, 4:35, 10:30

WALKING WITH DINOSAURS
(3D) (PG)

SPECIAL EVENT PRICING: $2.00
UPCHARGE ALL TICKETS
2:25,7:30
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IMAX: GRAVITY 3D [CC,DV] (PG-Ké) *
at.1210 230 500 730 1030

MONUMENTS MEN CC. D\(I){)(PG 3)
at. (12001230 330) 400 630 700 930 1000

LEGO [CC, DV] (PG) % Fri.- Sat.(1120 150) 420 650 920
LEGO IN REALD 3D [CC,0V] (PG)
Sat.(1150 220) 450 720 950

VAMPIRE ACADEMY [CC, DY:] (PG- 8
- Sat.(1135 215) 510 745 1015

THAT AWKWARD MOMENT [CC DV] (R)
- Sat.(1215 235) 455 725 955

LABOR DAY [CC,DV] (PG- 13) Fri. - Sat (1225 335) 645 945
1, FRANKENSTEIN [CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.1020 PM
JACK RYAN: SHADOW RECRUIT CC. DVg

at. (114
THE NUT JOB [CC,DV] (P(’;:)v
ri. - Sat.(1140 AM 205 PM) 415 PM

RIDE ALONG [CC,DV] (PG-13
[ 1 }l - Sat.(1125 155) 425 705 935

LONE SURVIVOR [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat (1155 350) 715 1010

THE WOLF OF WALL STREET CC, DVAé F)
at.(1205 PM) 405 PM 800 PM

AMERICAN HUSTLE [cC, DV] (RLH Sat.(1220 345) 655 1005

THE HOBBIT: THE DESOLATION OF SMAUG
[CC,DV] (PG-13) Fri. - Sat.635 PM 1005 PM

FROZEN SING ALONG [CC,DV] (PG) Fri. - Sat.(1130 AM)
FROZEN [CC,DV] (PG)  Fri. - Sat.(210 PM) 445 PM 735 PM

I ALBANY 7 Next to Fred Meyer

Adv. Tix on Sale ROBOCOP
LEGO [CC,DV] (PG) x Fri. - Sat.(1245 345) 730 1010

LEGO IN REALD 3D [CC.0V] (PG)
- Sat.(1200 PM 230 PM) 500 PM

MONUMENTS MEN [CC, DV] (PG 13)

- Sat.(1230 330) 700 950
LABOR DAY [CC,DV] (PG-13) Frl Sat(100) 420710 955

THAT AWKWARD MOMENT [CC, DV] (S)at 130) 430 735 1010

RIDE ALONG [CC,DV] (PG-13) Frl Sat (110) 410 720 945
JACK RYAN: SHADOW RECRUIT [CC,DV] (PG-1 3)5
Fri. - Sat.920 PM

LONE SURVIVOR [CC,DV] (R) Fri. - Sat.640 PM 930 PM
FROZEN [CC,DV] (PG)  Fri. - Sat.(120 PM) 400 PM 630 PM

541-928-7469

Crown Club Members $5 Tuesday
3D up-charges/holidays excluded

PG-13)
25) 505 740 1025
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Behind Skippers 9th St

LEGO [CC,DV] (PG) *  Fri. - Sat.(100 230) 400 730 1010
MONUMENTS MEN [CC,0V] (G- {
1245 345) 700 930 1000

LEGO IN REALD 3D [CC,DV] (PG) %
Fii. - Sat.(1200 PM) 500 PM 700 PM

THAT AWKWARD MOMENT [CC, DV] (Rg
Fii. - Sat.(130 345) 715 950
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HER*

THE BOOK THIEF *

Fri-Sun 2:20 7:45
Mon-Thurs 7:45
Fri-Sun 1:00 5:00
Mon-Thurs 5:00

INSIDE LLEWYN DAVIS (R)*  Fri-Sun 3:45 8:30

PHILOMENA (PG-13)*

Mon-Thurs 4:00 8:30
Fri-Sat 12:10 6:20
Sun 12:10
Mon-Thurs 6:20

No Shame Eugene presents FREE
EUGENE'S BEAUTY COMPETITION Sun 6:00

*2014 Oscar Nominees

12 YEARS A SLAVE (R*
OSCAR SHORTS 2014 *
ANIMATION

OSCAR SHORTS 2014 *
LIVE ACTION

OSCAR SHORTS 2014 *
DOCUMENTARY PROG A
OSCAR SHORTS 2014 *
DOCUMENTARY PROG B
BLUE JASMINE (PG-13)*

43 W. Broadway
bijou-cinemas.com

Fri-Thurs 1:40

Fri-Sat 1:10 7:15

Sun 7:15

Mon-Wed 12:40 10:00
Thurs 12:40 5:00 10:00
Fri-Sun 5:00
Mon-Thurs 2:50 7:40
Fri-Sun 1:00
Mon-Thurs 1:00 5:00
Fri-Sun 3:00
Mon-Thurs 3:00 7:00
Fri-Thurs 6:20

DALLAS BUYERS CLUB (PG-13/* Fri-Thurs 7:00

G.B.F.(R)

NEBRASKA (R)*

THE GREAT BEAUTY (NR*
THE INVISIBLE WOMAN*
THE BEST OFFER (R)

Fri-Sun 9:30
Mon-Thurs 9:00
Fri-Thurs 4:30
Fri-Thurs 3:25
Fri-Thurs 1:00
Fri-Thurs 8:30

First National Taphouse presents Bijou Metro Classic Series:

DEATH RIDES A HORSE (1967) -3m!

Fri-Sun 3:40
i% Mon-Wed 5:15 8‘

The Bam Light presents Bijou Retro Action Classics:

ESCAPE FROM NEW YORK (1381)
Fri-Thurs 9:30

*20 FT FROM
STARDOM

DALLAS
BUYERS

“DALLAS
BUYERS
0LUB

750
“TEXT-A-BEER” 541-913-5733

ORDER DRINKS & FOOD RIGHT FROM YOUR SEAT
*0SCAR NOMINATED

WANT TO

GROW
YOUR
BUSINESS?

ADVERTISE WITH THE
EUGENE WEEKLY

CALL US TODAY

541-484-0519.
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