GARDENING

BY RACHEL FOSTER

DEEP-FREEZE SURVIVAL

Too early to tell what died in the big chill

t could have been worse. December’s sudden deep

freeze did quite a bit of damage to gardens in our area,

and probably more out of town than in. But the relatively

short duration of sub-zero temperatures, combined with an

insulating blanket of snow, meant that the soil didn’t freeze
deeply, which limited the damage. Many shrubs blackened
by frost will send up a flush of new stems from the roots or
from their protected lower branches. Veggies that were small
enough to hide beneath the snow already show signs of new
growth.

Now many gardeners are asking, what’s dead, what isn’t?
Should I prune damaged plants, and if so, when? The best
advice may be to avert your eyes from the garden and wait
until spring to evaluate and prune. If you can’t wait to know if
a plant is dead or alive, try this test: With a sharp blade or just
your thumbnail, scratch off a small piece of bark from a few
one- or two-year-old stems. If you see vibrant green tissue
under the surface, the plant may still be alive. If the tissue is a
dull green or brown, the above-ground parts of the plant — or
at least the stems you tested — may be dead or dying. The
roots, though, may be alive.

The broad-leafed evergreens are the group of plants most
vulnerable to cold. Many rhododendrons appear to have come
through unscathed. Others show pretty severe leaf burn but
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may still be alive. Leaf burn is much more evident on some
other popular landscape plants, such as evergreen viburnum,
Mexican orange blossom (choisya), camellia and ceonothus.
Blackened ceonothus are probably dead. The others may
Trecover.

Don’t be in a rush to cut things back, even if they look
unsightly. Tt may be months before we know for sure what’s
still alive, and top growth, even if it’s dead, offers some
protection in future freezes. It won’t hurt, though, to prune
away the burned tips of lightly damaged plants, like my
choisya. If you absolutely can’t stand the sight of something
and feel compelled to cut it down, leave some stumps and
cover them with a pile of dead leaves or straw. If worst comes
to worst, remember the resilient gardener’s motto: Every dead
plant is an opportunity.

Personally, I’'m concerned about my fig tree. Figs can pass
the scratch test, yet carry dead buds. Heiko Keister, who has
a lot of experience with exotic fruits, once advised me to put
off pruning a frost-damaged fig until June because it’s hard
to predict which twigs will generate new, live buds. He was
right. And if by chance your fig appears completely dead, it
will probably sprout from the ground. Gardeners in really
cold climates sometimes grow figs like giant perennials, as
foliage plants.

In my vegetable garden I’ve learned an important lesson.
I planted purple sprouting broccoli, from purchased starts, a
little late this year. Anxious to see the plants get established, I
put them in fertile ground and then fed them twice with liquid
fertilizer. They grew fast and looked great — until the freeze,
when they mostly turned to mush. Even the stems exploded.
A single plant that didn’t fit in the row was tucked in another
bed. It missed out on the special treatment, and by winter it
was smaller and more rugged looking than the others. It’s the
only broccoli plant that still looks good. Red Russian kale,
garlic, mache and even fava bean sprouts all survived. Would
they have done so without that cozy snow-quilt? I’ll never
know.

All about fruit trees: Just in time for the bare-
root planting season, the OSU Extension Service and
the Lane Small Business Development Center are
partnering to offer a class about growing fruit trees. The
class, taught by Ross Penhallegon and intended for both
homeowners and small-acreage farmers, will be held at
6 pm Wednesday, Feb. 19, on the LCC main campus in
Eugene.

This class aims to show how to select and grow trees
successfully: “Information about apples, prunes/plums,
pears, cherries and peaches will be covered, including
what you should know about rootstocks, spacing, soils,
irrigation, fertility, site selection, plant problems and
insects.”

The class costs $35 and pre-registration is required.
To register, call the Lane Small Business Development
Center at 463-6200.

Gray’s Garden Center is closing, apparently a victim
of the recession and poor management. It was a little
pricey, but the quality was consistent, and it was a very
convenient place to shop. Let’s hope it finds a buyer.
Best wishes to all the friendly folks who worked there. m

Rachel Foster of Eugene is a writer and garden consultant. She can be reached at
rfoster@efn.org.
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LINE ADS: $11/3 LINES
ADDITIONAL LINES: $4

ClearHeart Co unseung Facilitated event for 40+ singles [1'® o~ I

Connect in a safe By

comfortable environment 4

Wednesday, Jan. 22,2014
6:30-9:30pm, $25

Meg Blanchet,
MA, LM.T,CHP,LM.T, C.
541-915-8649
Preregistration required
megblanchet.com

Mindfulness-based Counseling
Bach Flower Remedies
Channeled Guidance

541-349-0595
www.ClearHeartCounseling.com

BE PAMPERED
New Year’s Special

20% OFF ALL
SALON SERVIGES

PRE-NATAL PARTNER WITH LISA ANN 541-255-9499
YOGA WORKSHOP
Sun., Jan. 26, 3-5 pm \\"/ l_ O t u S

$20 per couple
Come w/ your partner or friend
Simrat Kaur 541-343-7825

hair design

1724 High Alley, Eugene

lotushairdesign.homestead.com
EXP. FEB. 28 2014 ¢ NEW CLIENTS ONLY

3635 Hilyard | yogawesteugene.com

RED LION FAREWELL
BigFootLane

Wed, Jan 22nd, 5:30pm
Coburg Rd « Free
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EVENTS

DATING IN A NEW AGE Facilitated event for
40+ singles. Connect in a safe comfortable
environment. Wed, Jan. 22, 6:30-9:30p.
$25 Preregistration. Call Meg 541-915-8649
or megblanchet.com

FREE EMF EDUCATION CLASS Don't miss this
opportunity. Learn why over exposure to
wireless & electro-pollution is being called
a health care time bomb. 0&A, demos, easy
solutions. Limited space. Call for info. 541-
684-0421

HORIZON EQUIPMENT WAREHOUSE AUCTION
PUBLIC LIVE/ONLINE BIDDING!
Thurs Jan 30th @ 10:30AM PRVW 1/29
10A-2P

620 California Way Longview, WA

Supermarket & Restaurant Equipment

Blowout! Zero Reserves!
SamAuctions.com/877-726-2828
WA#2852

Clothing

NOW OPEN DRESS 2 IMPRESS EUGENE/
SPRINGFIELD’S NEWEST 2ND HAND STORE.
Conveniently located at 3638 Franklin Blvd
(across from Big-B Tire). We buy & sell
name brand quality men & women’s cloth-
ing, shoes, purses, & more. Find the latest
styles at a discount price! DAILY SALES UP
T0 75% OFF! Open FRI-SUN 11-7pm.

SAVONA'S BITCHIN’ BOHEMIAN BOUTIQUE
Righteous rags for big & small.
New & resale. E. 13th & High

SWEET POTATO PIE Clothing for men, woman
& kids. Hemp organic cotton & glass.
Locally made products from over 60 arti-
sans. Calendars, mugs, gifts & more. 775
Monroe Street - next to Sweet Life.

Misc.

E-CIGARETTES & E-LIQUID BLENDING Largest
selection of Vapor Pens & Accessories in
the Eugene/Springfield Area. Only the high-
est quality of E-Liquids made in-house ,
100's of Flavors. 100% Organic Fluids &
Essential Qils. See coupon in paper for Buy
2 10ml bottles, get 3rd FREE deal. GEMINI Il
ENTERPRISES 637 W Centennial Blvd, Spfld.
Gemini2cigarettes.com (541) 246-8679.

BULLETIN BOARD

Classes

EUGENE FENCERS CLUB Modern Olympic
Fencing. Foil, Epee & Saber. USFA/USFCA
Certified Coaches. Roosevelt Middle School,
Tuesday & Thursday, 6-8:30pm, 541-688-
6574, eugenefencersclub.org

Free

BUSINESS WANTED Experienced, self-funded
local seeking next business adventure.
Please no MLM. Healthy and well-estab-
lished only please. Send brief description
and some numbers. ericresener@gmail.
com

Wanted

CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/Truck. Running or
Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come To You! Call
For Instant Offer: 1-888-420-3808 www.
cash4car.com (AAN CAN)

Pets

GREENHILL HUMANE SOCIETY Everybody
Deserves a Good Home. Fri-Tues
11am-6pm, Closed Weds & Thurs. 88530
Greenhill Rd, 541-683-1503 green-hill.org
Look for our Pet of the Week!

SHELTER ANIMAL RESOURCE ALLIANCE
S.AARA’s Treasures Gift & Thrift Shop.
Volunteer, Donate, Shop, ADOPT!
871 River Road, Open Daily 10am-6pm.
541-607-8892 sarastreasures.org LOOK
FORTHIS WEEK’S RESCUED CAT.

Adoption/Family
Services

ADOPTION: ADORING FINANCIALLY SECURE
ATHLETIC COUPLE, STAYHOME MOM, YEARN
FOR 1ST BABY. EXPENSES PAID
1-800-816-8424 DEBBIE & BILL

PREGNANT? THINKING OF ADOPTION? Talk
with caring agency specializing in matching
Birthmothers with Families Nationwide.
LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 Abby’s One
True Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6293. Void in
lllinois/New Mexico/Indiana (AAN CAN)

Spiritual

ELOPE HERE AT THE ZODIAC WEDDING
CHAPELVegas Style Wedding $85. NO
WAITING. Appointments are only needed on
Sundays. Shop our store for Divine-
Metaphysical and astrological gifts & curi-
osities, crystal Balls, tarot cards, runes,
books, candles, Occult Goods. See coupon
in the paper for $15 off regular wedding
ceremony or 10% off any item in the store.
GEMINI Il ENTERPRISES 637 W CENTENNIAL
BLVD, SPFLD. WWW.GEMINI2ECIGARETTES.
COM (541) 246-8679

HELP WANTED

$DANCERS$ Tired of your current club!
SWEET ILLUSIONS has day & night shifts
available. No experience, can train.
Excellent tips! 541-852-8625 or 541-517-
7196 THE HOTTEST CLUB IN LANE COUNTY!

FOR THE OREGON COUNTRY FAIR. Complete
job description available at www.oregon-
countryfair.net. Salary commensurate with
experience. Resumes must be received by
S5pm February 7, 2014, by mail to: SFM
Hiring Committee, OCF, 442 Lawrence S,
Eugene, OR 97401 or email to pc@oregon-
countryfair.org. 541-343-4298. 501(c)(3)
non-profit, EOE, preference will be given to
OCF participants.




