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BREAKING CHAINS
Chain and The Gang is an “anti-liberty” group, jokes Ian Svenonius. 

This doesn’t mean Svenonius takes personal freedom lightly. “We’re a 
little bit perverse,” says Svenonius, formerly of legendary D.C. punk 
bands Nation of Ulysses and The Make-Up. “We’re not interested in 
playing out this one idea of prescribed rebellion.” 

In an era when we’re told freedom is protected by war and drone 
strikes, Svenonius says real discussion of liberty is rare. “Anti-liberty can 
be seen as provocation,” Svenonius admits. “People are afraid to say 
anything because they won’t get invited to the party. It’s all about 
language and parsing language — a reflection of our political discussion.” 

Chain and The Gang seem like protest singers or run-of-the-mill rebel 
rockers — neither is exactly true. “I’m really interested in older rock ‘n’ 
roll that’s more gospel-based,” Svenonius says. “Chain and The Gang is a 
call-and-response group [usually between Svenonius and a female 
vocalist]. A lot of it is skeletal arrangement, almost ad-lib, but always 
with a rhythmic imperative. It’s just rock ‘n’ roll really. We want to 
communicate, engage an audience, make something exciting happen — 
not just recite songs in a row.”

But Chain and The Gang can’t suppress their spirit of punk rock 
rejection, often with an arch sense of humor. “Nuff Said,” from 2012’s In 

Cool Blood, seems to poke fun at Facebook and Twitter loudmouths when 
Svenonius sings, “Can’t stand it anymore/ ‘Nuff said.” And in “I’m Not 
Interested (In Being Interested) Pt. 1,” he could be satirizing social media 
self obsession: “I’m not interested in anybody whose name is you ... I’m 
not interested in anybody whose name is not me.” 

Chain and The Gang play with Portland’s The Shivas and Thee Four 
Teens 8 pm Sunday, Jan. 12, at Paper Moon Photo Studio; $5. 
— William Kennedy

TH 1/9  Funk Night [bring your instruments]

FR 1/10  Black Magdelena  [trippy darkwave]

SA 1/11  Lojia

TU 1/14  Ladies Night

100 YEARSCLUB

In the heart of the Barmuda Triangle

933 Olive St | 541-687-4643 830 Olive St | 541-343-3204

NEW MENU!
FALL COCKTAILS!

28 Beer Taps & 8 NW Wine Taps

Join us for lunch, dinner 
& late night.

Comfort food & a perfect pint!

First National Taphouse
51 W. Broadway | 541-393-6517

Floater & 
Hell’s Belles
w/ The Dead Americans

Concert this Saturday!

7pm Doors || 8pm Show

JAN 11

JAN 25
Mike Birbiglia
‘Thank God For Jokes Tour’ 

6:30 Doors || 7:30pm Show
Reserved Seating

brought to you by

Steve Litman Presents

The Devil Makes Three
with The Brothers Comatose

7:30pm Doors || 8:30pm Show

JAN 28
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TIX AVAIL. BY CALLING 1-800-992-TIXX.
the EMU or online also avail. at..
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