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have had six months of talk about where 

we would cut services or jobs and not a 

word on how we could raise more money 

to fi ll the gap.

There are reserves — sometimes called 

“one-time money.” That is assumed by 

some to be forbidden money. The solution 

is to name that money something else. It’s 

sort of been earmarked for a new City Hall, 

but not committed to it. We could label that 

money a “banana.” Then we could spend it 

without a guilty conscience. Now, take the 

next six months to try to fi ll the gap in the 

following year with new revenue.

Maybe, with the revenues getting better 

each year, we will have solved the problem. 

Or maybe we can fi gure out a way to raise 

new revenue.

Bob Cassidy

Eugene

DESIGN TRAVESTY

Over the past year I’ve watched with 

interest as the Capstone Building has been 

built between Willamette and Olive. Now 

that the exterior is nearing completion, it’s 

become apparent that the building has only 

one public entrance. One! For a fi ve-story 

building which encompasses much of 

two city blocks, this seems extraordinary. 

Never mind the fi re hazard or logistical 

inconvenience for residents. From a design 

perspective, a single public entrance is a 

travesty.

Large buildings downtown are part of 

the urban fabric. Even if privately owned, 

they have a civic duty to physically engage 

the surrounding public space. A building 

which aims its attention inward while 

ignoring its neighbors does not belong 

downtown. It belongs in a suburb. How did 

this building pass the city’s design review? 

Were any modifi cations suggested? 

If we want a healthy city core, it 

requires a foundation of smart physical 

construction. I hope that future buildings 

downtown are held to a more thoughtful 

and urban-based standard.

Blake Andrews

Eugene

LYING BY OMISSION

Shannon Finnell reports [12/19] that 

Whoville campers worry that the city of 

Eugene will close their camp, just like they 

unexpectedly closed the Occupy Eugene 

camp in December 2011. She writes, “The 

council and EPD had no plans to close 

the Occupy Eugene camp at Washington-

Jefferson Park during winter break. By 

Christmas [of 2011], it was closed.” 

Nowhere does she mention that the reason 

for the sudden closure was an episode of 

violence that resulted in a person’s death. 

To leave out such a salient fact amounts to 

lying by omission. 

C’mon, EW. As I and others have 

admonished you in the past, you need to 

tighten up that reporting and editing! 

Kelley Blewster

Springfi eld

EDITOR’S NOTE: Richard Youngblood’s tragic death 
was the impetus for the city to close the Occupy camp, 
just as Whovilllians fear reports of a “stabbing” could 
lead to the closing of their camp, but many point out that 
Youngblood was not a part of Occupy and in fact it was 
Occupy medics who kept him alive so he could get to the 
hospital. 

LANDWATCH IGNORED

Regarding the Give Guide in your 

recent [12/19] edition of EW:

Considering that had it not been for 

the successful effort of LandWatch Lane 

County (LW) to stop it in 1996, 700,000 

acres of commercial forestland would have 

been opened up to real estate development; 

considering that since then LW has been 

working to protect farmland, forestland, 

natural areas and open space in Lane 

County; and with Goal One Coalition, 

natural areas and resource lands throughout 

the state — accomplishments and goals we 

thought the Weekly supports — how is it, 

then, that on your Christmas list we don’t 

merit even an honorable mention? Are we 

too unsexy for your taste?

What gives?

Robert Emmons

LandWatch Lane County 

Fall Creek

BEYOND JUST THANKS

Thank you Lisa Arkin and her dedicated 

volunteers at Beyond Toxics for exposing 

the atrocious practice of chemical spraying 

on Oregon industrial forests. Countless 
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1.17 Blues Harmonica Blowout 2014
1.18 Woideck: Stormy Weather w/ Loren
1.25 Moombah! It Could Always Be Worse!
2.1 Mamo: N. Aweau & J. Peterson
2.7 Ken Peplowski: Bix & Hoagy
2.8 Boz Scaggs (Hult)

2.13-20  The Jazz Kings: Give Me A Song
2.19 Brian Blade Fellowship
2.20 Keb’ Mo’
2.21 Cécile McLorin Salvant
2.22 Dan Tepfer
2.25 Grace Kelly
2.27 Mike Marshall & Chris Thile
3.1 Pat Metheny Unity Group
3.4 Väsen
3.5 Wynton Marsalis & JLCO (Hult)

3.8 Moombah! Tina’s Latin Cantina!
3.13 Manis & Vik: You Are Too Beautiful
3.19 Hanneke Cassel
3.27 Solas
4.4-6 Siri Mix (Shedd cabaret)
4.26 The Ungar-Mason Family Band
5.7-11  The Jazz Kings: Besame Mucho
5.7 Carol Burnett (Hult)

5.9 Steve Martin w/ Edie Brickell (Hult)

5.19 CMA: An Evening with Guy Few
5.31 Moombah! Skyscraper Caper!
6.11 CM: Looking Back Lane County
6.12 Dave Douglas Quintet
6.19-29  Musical: Oh, Kay! (1924, Gershwins)
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Coming to The Shedd

The Carl Woideck 
Jazz Heritage Project

Stormy Weather A Harold Arlen 
Tribute with Haile Loren  -  Sat January 18

A Tribute to Sonny Boy Williamson II

Mark Hummel’s Blues 
Harmonica Blowout 2014
Friday, January 17

John Mayall
Curtis Salgado

Rick Estrin
Mark Hummel

James Harman
Charles Baty
Bob Welsh
June Core


