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THEATER BY RICK LEVIN

“W
hy Star Trek?” asks Christina Allaback, an adjunct theater 

professor at the University of Oregon. “Why not Star Trek?”

Allaback is speaking about Trek Theatre, a new company 

aiming to bring stage works inspired by Star Trek: The Next 

Generation to Eugene’s growing theater scene. After a popular run 

in Eugene this summer, and drawing inspiration in part from Portland’s successful Trek in 

the Park (which stages episodes of the original series), Trek Theatre currently is rallying 

support for its second show with a fundraiser Dec. 11 at Sam Bond’s. The troupe is hosting 

the fundraiser to keep Trek Theatre performances free to the public.

Allaback is the group’s artistic director, and she’s 

sending out word to local Trekkies about this latest 

voyage, as it were, of the starship Enterprise. “We 

are a brand new group,” she says of Trek Theatre, 

which is seeking nonprofit status. “We performed 

one show in Sladden Park this summer and it was 

such a success, we want to take it to the next level.”

The next level involves an upcoming performance 

based on the Next Gen episode “Measure of a Man,” which, says Allaback, “brings up lots 

of human rights issues we are dealing with currently and have dealt with as a society” — 

like due process of the law and self-determination. The troupe, she adds, hopes to partner 

with other nonprofits, like the American Civil Liberties Union or Amnesty International, 

to raise awareness through their performances.

But what about bringing all those whiz-bang special effects to the stage? “I totally 

believe that science fiction can be performed as live theater successfully,” Allaback says, 

and especially a show like The Next Generation, which “is some of the best television ever 

written. It’s not just phasers and aliens … although that’s a lot of fun, too.”

For now, however, Allaback and the Trek Theatre crew, which includes founder Chris 

Anglin, are busy drumming up awareness and support for this bold new move into stage 

futurama. The fundraiser will feature sci-fi themed belly dancing, a “Trek Trivia” contest, 

a raffle and live soul music by The Soul Restoration Project. ■

For further information about this and upcoming Trek Theater events, visit the troupe’s Facebook page.

ENTERPRISING THEATER
Local Trek Theatre fundraises to live long and prosper
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2nd & Blair 
Artists

The 2nd & Blair Studio 

Sale and Open House 

offers artwork from 

eleven artists selling  

their work at the studios 

in the historic  

Pierce Building.

Ceramics—Betsy Wolfston

Etchings – Michael Dibitetto

Felted Wearables—Kate Perle

Fine Jewelry—Alison Shiboski

Functional Leather Work—Jayme Vineyard

Fused Glass—Chris Paulson

Glasswork—John Rose

Paintings and Assemblages—Judith Sparks

Photos with Purposes—George Filgate

Timeless Photographs—Northwest Exposures

Wearable Fiber Art—Roni Simone

Studio Sale
&

Open House

December 6-8, 2013
Friday 5-9 

Saturday 11-5 

Sunday 12-4

“Save Like Crazy!”

Happy Birthday Rob

Herbal Infused 

DARK CHOCOLATE ELIXIRS
Herbal Infused 

DARK CHOCOLATE ELIXIRS

A DELICIOUS WAY TO TAKE YOUR HERBS

Can be taken alone or with your favorite beverage

Available at Market of Choice, Sundance, The Kiva, Wynant’s

& 1st Alternative Natural Foods Coop

terrafirmabotanicals.com

PASSION

Featuring Maca 

Root, this is 

formulated to 

stimulate sexual 

vitality, hormonal 

balance and stamina

FUEGO

Featuring spiced 

coffee with Tulsi, it 

awakens the senses 

promoting warmth, 

invigoration, and 

balanced energy

ADAPT

Featuring Reishi 

Mushroom, this blend 

is designed to induce 

harmony and balance 

to counter life’s 

everyday stressors

RHAPSODY

Featuring Kava 

Kava, this 

anti-anxiety 

blend promotes 

relaxation and 

euphoria

www.TheVLT.com

85th SEASON! 

The Very Little Theatre 
presents in STAGE LEFT:

THE MAN 

FROM EARTH

Call 541-344-7751 for tix, or go to

Tickets: $10 General Admission

Dec. 6-8*, 12-15* 
*Sunday matinees

Story by Jerome Bixby
Adapted by Richard Schenkman

A goodbye party for a professor turns 

mysterious when he reveals he never ages 

and has walked the Earth for 14,000 years!


