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• Lane County Central Labor Council will hold its 
Labor Day Picnic from noon to 4 pm Monday, Sept. 2, at 
Jack B. Lively Memorial Park in Springfield, 6100 
Thurston Rd., behind SPLASH. Show up for good food 
and to support the working class. Email essn@efn.org 
for more information.

• Local climate justice and anti-fossil fuel activists 
are gearing up to resist the Keystone XL pipeline this 
fall. Rainforest Defense Network and CREDO are working 
with national and regional leaders and legal support to 
hold civil disobedience trainings with activists in our 
area starting in September. Trainings in Corvallis are 
already scheduled for the fall civil disobedience 
actions. Eugene is next. See nokxl.org or call local 
contact Patty Hine at 343-5091.

• The sale of the Civic Stadium property was back 
on the agenda of the Eugene 4J School Board this week 
(Aug. 28), and a revised request for proposals (RFP) is 
expected to be brought back to the board at its Sept. 18 
meeting. Approval of the RFP is anticipated at the Oct. 2 
meeting. The process for soliciting and evaluating 
proposals will follow. Public input time is provided 
during board meetings or comments can be emailed to 
board@4j.lane.edu. More information on Civic Stadium 
can be found on the 4J website.

POLLUTION UPDATE
Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 

sent a notice of noncompliance to Cascade Pacific Pulp 

LLC on July 19 for a hazardous waste violation at its 
Halsey facility, specifically for storing waste without a 
permit. Comments on stormwater plans for Schnitzer 

Steel, BJB Milling & Lumber, Ideal Steel and Seneca 

Sawmill Company are due to DEQ by 5 pm Sept. 5. Visit 
goo.gl/ScwdH to see stormwater plans, and goo.gl/
iMDQb to comment.

 Doug Quirke/Oregon Clean Water Action Project

EARLY DEADLINES

EW offices will be closed Labor Day, Sept. 2, so the 
early deadline for reserving display advertising space 
will be 5 pm Friday, Aug. 30. Questions? Call 484-0519.

  ACTIVIST        LERT

• The Eugene Celebration showed off a revitalized 
downtown this year, and we heard lots of positive 
comments from people walking along Broadway who 
hadn’t been to our city center for a while. In between 
dancing, snacking and socializing, we also heard some 
grumbles about the LCC Downtown Center’s interior 
courtyard walled off from easy public access (“It could 
have been a mini-park,” said one observer) and we heard 
lots of complaints about the nearby concrete parking 
garage wall on the Capstone project along Olive. Which 
city planner signed off on that eyesore? Is Capstone 
planning a “living wall” covered with hanging plants? 
Unlikely. In contrast, we marveled at some impressive 
projects at the American Institute of Architects exhibit 
during the celebration. Local architects and students are 
showing us how to make our city more beautiful, 
functional and resource-efficient — without six-story 
concrete walls. 

• Lane County’s been circulating photos of people 

pooping downtown, and while the county says it isn’t 
linking the defecation to the SLEEPS camp at the Wayne 
Morse Free Speech Plaza, the implication being made is 
clear. Poop is gross and makes for shock value, but let’s 
face it: The real issue here is that people need places to 
sleep and to potty. We need more places like Opportunity 
Village and more open bathrooms downtown. Where did 
they think all the people camping in the West Eugene 
Wetlands were going to go? On another note, we’d like to 
gently remind the county that, homeless issue aside, 
Lane County needs to get going cleaning up its own shit. 

• Sources at Kaleidoscope Music Festival indicate 
that the first-year clusterfuck/awesome time had crowd 
estimates ranging from 7,500 on Friday to 12,000 on 
Saturday, and back down to 8,500 on the rainy Sunday. 
We guess Nas got the attention he deserved. “Detailed 
figures” on fiscal totals for the festival are “not available at 
this time,” but sources say the festival did not break even. 
Maybe next year they’ll put more money into infrastructure 
and less into big names. Hundreds of comments are on 
the KMF Facebook page, including complaints about the 
festival cutting ticket prices in half just before the event. 
Might make it tough to sell early tickets next year. 

That being said, the first year for any event of this size 
is bound to have some glitches. And it should be noted 
that the county and the R-G have been much more vocal 

in their criticism of the noise levels at Kaleidoscope Music 
Festival than the gravel mining noise disturbances at 
Parvin Butte. Commissioner Faye Stewart told the R-G that 
he had “grave concerns” about Kaleidoscope. We don’t 
know about the county, but here at EW we have graver 
concerns over heavy mining than heavy bass.

• Gary Davis of Cottage Grove died unexpectedly Aug. 
19 at age 61. The witty, friendly guy manned the little 
parking kiosk near the EMU on the UO campus. We do not 
yet know the details of his passing or if there will be a 
service. We do know he was a big union supporter, an avid 
fly-fisher, a great storyteller and an expert on bats and bat 
houses. He will be missed by many.

• We like the “Media and Democracy” 2013-15 theme 
of inquiry of the Wayne Morse Center for Law and Politics 
at the UO. Terry Fisher, the anchor scholar, will give the 
first public lecture at 12:30 pm Wednesday, Sept. 5, at 
175 Knight Law Center. He’s director of the Berkman 
Center for Internet and Society and professor of intellectual 
property law at Harvard Law School. Fisher will talk about 
recent cases he has worked on, including the Obama 
“Hope” poster case and the Bikram yoga case in which he 
successfully argued that yoga sequences cannot be 
copyrighted. Sounds like a stellar opening for another 
provocative Morse Center theme.

 • Yet another pot bust, this time in the Willamette 
National Forest outside of Westfir. How much did 
prohibition cost taxpayers this time? Approximately 40 
law enforcement officials teamed up for the raid, which 
required a federally provided helicopter and ground 
personnel to remove 3,000 plants worth about $20 
million. Meanwhile, it’s easy to buy marijuana on the 
street. Think about the potential tax revenue that could be 
tapped by regulating this black market, not to mention 
diminishing the environmental footprint that pesticides 
cause in many of these illegal grows. It’s time to seriously 
rethink prohibition.

• Bombing Syria: What could possibly go wrong? 
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ELLEN SINGER & GARY RONDEAU

Avid cyclists and year-round bike commuters Ellen 
Singer and Gary Rondeau will pedal in style at Burning 
Man on their wood-frame DateTrike, a side-by-side two-
seater, built for romance. “Ellen came up with the idea,” 
says Rondeau. “I did the design and construction.” 
Brooklyn native Singer studied and practiced law in the 
Bay Area before moving her practice to Eugene in 1992. 
Rondeau studied engineering until a research job at 
Cornell turned into a Ph.D. in physics. He moved to 
Eugene and co-founded the firm Applied Scientific 
Instrumentation.  Both Singer and Rondeau were 
married to other people when they arrived and divorced 
soon after. They met by way of Singer’s 1995 EW singles 
ad, reading “This Fish Needs  a Bicycle.” They’ve been 
together ever since. Singer is a longtime community 
volunteer who mentors young kids and law school 
students. The couple hosts international students for a 
week at the beginning of each UO term. A beekeeper 
since his childhood in northern Minnesota, Rondeau is 
among the founders of Oregon Sustainable Beekeepers. 
“We’re trying to do something about pesticides,” he 
says. Learn about the newest research on bees and 
pesticides, sign a petition to Bi-Mart and Jerry’s and find 
detailed plans for building your own DateTrike on 
Rondeau’s blog, squashpractice.wordpress.com.


