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CHICK LIT AND THE BARD

Love, light reading and the Oregon Shakespeare Festival

hick-lit light with the Oregon Shakespeare Festival
and some love advice from the Bard thrown in, that’s
Elizabeth the First Wife (Prospect Park, $15.95).
Elizabeth Lancaster is a single community college
instructor with a sexy, famous ex-husband and a
Skype flirtation with a political campaigner. Author Lian
Dolan (you might know her name from the Satellite Sisters
podcast that’s been on NPR and ABC radio) tosses in a Nobel
Laureate father, a need for home redecorating and a dog to
pretty much guarantee something that everyone can relate to.

The book is a Los Angeles Times bestseller, and it’s not on
that list because it’s a deep exploration of the themes of love
and betrayal in Shakespeare; it’s there because it is a sweet
exploration of why a smart single lady decides to change up
her life. The word light keeps coming to mind — the pastel
cover of the book, the chick-lit tone, the bright and sunny
portrayal of Ashland’s Shakespeare Festival — this is the kind
of book you read if you don’t want to think too hard, but you
can’t deal with straight-up stupid when it comes to your
summer reading.

The Shakespeare references, as Elizabeth works on in a
book of her own that uses some of the Bard’s archetypal
couples to give love advice, are sometimes a little labored but
also amusing, and the non-Shakespearean types in Dolan’s
readership won’t feel talked down to. And Elizabeth the First
Wife drops in moments of humor as well as truly Oregon
moments: “But despite those accusations and the rancor over
a recent city ordinance outlawing public drumming, the mix
of locals and tourists, new money and old hippies had clearly
reached a happy détente at Paddy’s.”
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If the light reading that is Elizabeth the First Wife whets your appetite for a trip to OSF, you may well be in luck — the
publisher is offering a contest through June 30 in which readers can win a long weekend in Ashland with a hotel stay, dinner
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the FIRST WIFE

LOVE, LOSS
~ ANDALITTLE
BIT MORE

torm Kennedy and her crew are back
with another production of Love, Loss
and What I Wore (see “Closet
Confession,” EW 2/28). This quirky,
insightful play is written by the magical
sisters Delia and Nora Ephron and based off the
book by Ilene Beckerman. The play looks at the
stories of women’s lives through their wardrobes.

After a brief but wildly successful run at the
Majestic Theatre in Corvallis last March, the
cast began looking for other performance
venues immediately upon closing. Kennedy
approached Kirk Boyd of the Wildish Theater in
Springfield, which had only one weekend
available. Director Leigh Matthews Bock sent
out a quick text to the other actresses and the
swift response of “Yes!” came from every
actress in the cast.

Kennedy noted that with this second chance
at Love, Loss and What I Wore, “I know my
character better; the stories have become more
poignant.”

Beckerman’s story of coming of age, losing in
love and finding independence is as beautiful and
fleeting as the perfect summer ensemble. So dress
up and step out for an evening to remember. m
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LIAN DOLAN

AUTHOR OF NELEN OF PASADENA
A LOS ANGELES TIMES BESTSELLER

Love Loss and What I Wore runs June 28-30 at the Wildish
Theater; $12.

and tickets to the Aug. 9 performance of A Midsummer Night’s Dream; go to wkly.ws/1i2 to enter. m

Dance Tango!

SANEGq, Saturday Nights
%) 7N (7 June 29th & July 20th
e ¢ %, Beginning Lessons
( : ) at 8pm
Dancing 9-12

Ker Cleary, LPC, BFRP
ClearHeart Counseling

Mindfulness-based Counseling
Bach Flower Remedies
Channeled Guidance

541-349-0595

www.ClearHeartCounseling.com

Singles & Couples
Welcome

Only $5!

420 W. 12th

DoctorHardt.com 541-206-2333

OAKRIDGE
UKULELE
FESTIVAL

AUGUST
2-4, 2013

COST $100
FREE CAMPING

541-782-4000

CAR HELP ]

4 Oregon Auto Repair

Troubleshooting ¢ Electrical
Diagnostics ¢ Engine Repair

541-357-7311

12 Month/ 12,000 Mile
Standard Repair Warranty

CLASSIFIEDS

To place a classified ad: CALL 541.484.0519 EMAIL classy@eugeneweekly.com
WEB classifieds.eugeneweekly.com WRITE 1251 Lincoln St. Eugene, OR 97401

LINE ADS: $11/3 LINES

ADDITIONAL LINES: $4
VISIT our office Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

EVENTS

‘BRING ON SUMMER' SALE AT BRING
RECYCLING! 30% off June 28th and 50% off
June 29th on nearly all used merchandise!
Reusable building materials, lighting, lum-
ber, furniture and more! 4446 Franklin
Blvd. Find out more about BRING at bringre-

cycling.org.

Building Materials

‘BRING ON SUMMER’ SALE AT BRING
RECYCLING! 30% off June 28th and 50% off
June 29th on nearly all used merchandise!
Reusable building materials, lighting, lum-
ber, furniture and more! 4446 Franklin
Blvd. Find out more about BRING at bringre-
cycling.org.

BULLETIN BOARD

Classes

EARN $500 A DAY Airbrush & Media Makeup
Artists For: Ads - TV - Film - Fashion. Train &
Build Portfolio in 1 week. Lower Tuition for
2013 www.AwardMakeupSchool.com (AAN
CAN)

Opportunities

THE BLEND - CORVALLIS Have a style of fur-
niture/home decor to sell! Mid Century,
French Country, Industrial or Shabby Chic?
1 day event theblendcorvallis.com
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Yes Hypnosis Works

STOP SMOKING NOW!!!
4 SESSIONS - PERMANENTLY

cAlL Shoshanah Thiclle
541-684-3965

yeshypnosisworks.com
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Wanted

CASH FOR CARS: Any Car/Truck. Running or
Not! Top Dollar Paid. We Come To You! Call

For Instant Offer. 1-888-420-3808 www.
cash4car.com (AAN CAN)

HAVE YOU GOT A TALENT YOU WOULD LIKE TO
SHOWCASE AT THE LANE COUNTY FAIR. sing-
ers, musicians, dancer, jugglers...give me a
call or email if you are interested. Ask for
Bill Shreve 541-484-0519 or bills@eugene-
weekly.com

HELP US HELP FOOD FOR LANE COUNTY
Island Park Blues Festival and 5k/10k
“Blues Cruz” Run-Walk, Aug. 9-10, needs
volunteers—we can’t do it without you!
Sign up at http://www.islandparkblues.
com/
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EUGENE

NEW STUDENTS: $30 FOR 30 DAYS!

UNLIMITED CLASSES ° YOGA & MEDITATION

STARTS JULY IST

Grand Opening

PALM & TAROT special $10.00

CARD READINGS pylm reading

Call for appointment
(541)731-6446
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¥ 3585 Majn St
Over 20 years Exp.

Springfield,0r.97472
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