DREAM POWERS

Listening to the music of Trevor Powers, more
widely known as Youth Lagoon, is not so much a
psychedelic experience as it is an exploration of
Powers’ psyche. His sophomore release, 2013’s
Wondrous Bughouse, is a mind-bending
collection of rock and pop that blends a host of
dissonant sounds together into a beautiful
cacophony of noise that mirrors the storm going
on inside Powers’ head. It is quite the trip.
Bughouse focuses on Powers’ attempts to
make sense of the spiritual and physical worlds,
all while balancing these things against the
temporary nature of life. The alternately dreamy
and scrape-your-fingernails-on-a-chalkboard
abrasive rock sounds of the track “Mute” are like

an amped-up version of the final act of Radiohead’s
“Karma Police.” The song’s focus on life, death and
the supernatural are augmented by a music video
that is at once suburban and surreal. “Attic Doctor”
plays like kooky, drug-laced circus music that Willy
Wonka got his hands on, and “Third Dystopia” sets
the scene for a tale of evil that has taken control of
a village.

Powers’ search for clarity and answers to some
of life’s biggest questions are heightened by the
melting pot of musical tricks and sounds that
accompany his soul-searching lyrics. The entire
Youth Lagoon experience is like one big, messed-up
dream, and maybe that’s the point.

Youth Lagoon plays 8 pm Tuesday, May 21, at
WOW Hall; $13 adv., $15 door. — Brian Palmer
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JUNE 21st
GREENSKY
BLUEGRASS
MARCHFOURTH
MARCHING BAND
POOR MAN'S
WHISKEY

HERD FOR THE HILLS
DEHLI 2 DUBLIN
MOONALICE + TRUE SPOKES
GRANT FARM * ACORN PROJECT
SUGARCANE * JED
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A-TRAK : PURITY RING : FLOSSTRADAMUS
GRAMATIK : PANTYRAID : RJD2 : CLAUDE VONSTROKE
TYCHO : YACHT : XXYYXX : POLISH AMBASSADOR : JETS
RANDOM RAB : MACHINEDRUM : CYRIL HAHN : EL TEN ELEVEN
STARKEY : GOTH-TRAD LIVE : KILL PARIS : LOWRIDERZ : NIT GRIT
KASTLE LIVE  ELIOT LIPP : CLASSIXX : SHIGETO : AN-TEN-NAE : JPHLIP
LOVE & LIGHT : WORTHY : ODESZA : CLICKS & WHISTLES : RUSS LIQUID
THRIFTWORKS : D) SHAWNA : FUNK HUNTERS : LYNX : BUKU : SAQI
FUNGINEERS : ANOMIE BELLE : JEREMY SOLE : NICOLUMINOUS : PUMPKIN
SWEET ANOMALY : NORDIC SOUL : WORLD'S FINEST : DIGITAL RUST
J. ALVAREZ : KID SMPL : SUGARBEATS : PLANTRAE : MOST CUSTOM
TIMOTHY WISDOM : CHROME WOLVES : AMERICAN GIRLS : PRSN
GHOST FEET : MEDIUM TROY : TYLER TASTEMAKER : TIGER FRESH
LUSHBUNNY : KEPI : JUSTIN ILLUSION : SPEKT1 : OCTABAN : NTROUBLE
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