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side city government as to how and where 

to spent its resources. The support for the 

proposed fee results from the level of frus-

tration that we, the people, feel at the on-

going dysfunctional city government who 

can’t/won’t do better with our current level 

of resources. The challenge to Eugene 

Weekly: Confi rm the truth or not of the as-

sertion that the city fee measure as written 

cannot maintains complete control of the 

funds it generates on an ongoing basis.

Tom Snyder

Eugene

FEE IS JUST A HEAD TAX

I will not be paying the fl at fee that will 

be the same for me as for lumber baron 

Aaron Jones. This is not a fl at tax because 

a fl at tax taxes something at a fl at rate. A 

sales tax is a fl at tax that taxes everyone’s 

purchases at the same percentage rate. A 

fl at income tax taxes everyone’s income at 

the same percentage rate. No, this is not a 

fl at tax but it is a tax. It is a tax, not a fee, 

because we are not paying for a service. 

EWEB charges a fee for utility services. 

The city service fee is not a fee. Nothing 

is provided to the payer. It is a tax, but not 

a fl at tax, because everyone doesn’t pay 

the same rate. Aaron Jones will pay around 

0.001 percent of his income for this fee. 

I will be required to pay nearly 1 percent 

of my income for this “fee” on top of my 

property taxes and other payments to 

government. This is not a fl at tax because a 

fl at income tax would charge me at the same 

rate as Jones, not a rate 1,000 times greater. 

Our property taxes are fl at taxes. 

Everyone pays the same rate based on the 

value of their property. The “city service 

fee” will be something far worse. The rich 

pay a much lower rate than the rest of us, 

on any basis except a per head basis.

The city service fee is a head tax. 

Everyone pays the same tax, no matter 

what. Head taxes are illegal under the 
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Blueberries All #1 Sizes
Several Varieties 
Reg. $9.95

Only $5.95

All Organic Potting Soil
Indoor/Outdoor Container 
formulated1.5 cu. ft. bag 
Reg. $9.95 

3 for $20.00

Organic Vegetable Starts
Tray packs, 4” and 
Seed Starts available

4” size $1.75    
Buy 10 or more $1.65

4” Annual Color Spots
Select from Several Varieties 
Reg. $1.75

Only $.95 each

4489 Main St. Springfi eld, OR 97478

Mon – Sat 9 to 6  •  Sun – 10 to 5

Quality Plants and Garden Accessories at at Outlet Prices!
Outlet Prices!

The Shedd Institute 
 www.theshedd.org  -  541-434-7000

John Pizzarelli
Thursday April 25

The Bad Plus
Saturday April 27

Hapa
Wed, May 1

05/27 Carrie Rodriguez

05/28 Madeleine Peyroux

07/10 John Mayall

07/16 John Hiatt

08/05 Lyle Lovett  (Hult)

10/25 Rufus Wainwright

You Made 

Me Love You
The Life & Music

of Judy Garland

May 9-17
Eugene, Florence

& Corvallis

The Emerald City

Jazz Kings


