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MOVIES BY ALEX NOTMAN

C
inema Pacific, the annual festival featuring films from Pacific-bordering 

countries, is in full swing, and like any good film festival there is a dizzying array 

of options for movie buffs and casual cinemagoers alike to choose from. This 

year’s focus will be on films and filmmakers from Singapore, Mexico and the 

U.S. West Coast.

 “It’s a yearlong process,” Cinema Pacific Director Richard Herskowitz says. “This is 

a very curated festival.” Herskowitz spends the year leading up to Cinema Pacific 

attending other film festivals, such as Sundance and Toronto, and combing through 

programs to find films he wants to bring to Eugene. He came home with a bounty: The 

Three Burials of Melquiades Estrada directed by Tommy Lee Jones and written by 

Guillermo Arriaga (21 Grams, Babel), Singapore Dreaming by Colin Goh and Yen Yen 

Woo and the animations and song accompaniment of San Francisco filmmaker Jermey 

Rourke, to name a few.

Herskowitz didn’t have to go far to find one of this year’s most poignant films: Alien 

Boy: The Life and Death of James Chasse, cosponsored by the Good Works Film Festival. 

The film, directed by Brian Lindstrom, premiered in February at the Portland International 

Film Festival, and Herskowitz says there was “an incredible response from the audience.”

Alien Boy unravels the myths and misinformation that swallowed up the legacy of 

Portlander James Chasse, who died at the age of 42 in September 2006, while in the 

custody of the Portland Police Department. Three police officers (Chris Humphreys, Kyle 

Nice and Bret Barton) found Chasse, who had schizophrenia, urinating on the street in 

Portland and asked him to stop. When Chasse looked like he was going to flee, the officers 

tackled, beat and Tased him; Chasse was left lying in the street with 26 broken bones, 

drifting in and out of consciousness, his breathing stopping and starting, while the police 

sent the medics at the scene away, not informing them of the extent of physical trauma 

inflicted, and claiming that they were bringing him to jail because they had criminal 

charges against him. As the documentary reveals, James Chasse had a clean record. He 

died on the way to the hospital in the back of a police car that night.

The documentary elegantly and intimately weaves together the span of Chasse’s life 

— his creative childhood, the onset of mental illness in adolescence, his role in Portland’s 

DIY punk scene in the late ’70s, his adult struggle with and management of schizophrenia 

— with the details of the fatal September night and its aftermath. Through interviews with 

his parents and friends, a tender, imaginative and thoughtful-yet-tormented man is formed. 

And through countless interviews with witnesses at the crime scene, a picture is painted of 

a slight (he was 5 feet 9 inches tall and 145 pounds), frightened man with mental illness 

— a very different profile than the potentially dangerous crack addict with a criminal 

record that Humphreys, Nice and Barton pegged him as. At one point, the officers enter 

into evidence a sandwich baggie filled with breadcrumbs that they initially claimed was 

crack.

And while the catalyst for the film is police brutality, Alien Boy is as much about 

society’s misconceptions and mishandling of mental illness as it is about police corruption. 

One witness, playwright and director Randall Stuart, remembers thinking at the crime 

scene, “Are they going to throw him away?” The question not only reflects the indifference 

of the police officers that night, but also the indifference of a society to those who need 

the most help. ■

Alien Boy screens at 6:30 pm and 9:15 pm Saturday, April 20, at the Bijou with filmmaker Brian Lindstrom. For Cinema 

Pacific Film Festival’s full line up, visit cinemapacific.uoregon.edu

MENTAL ILLNESS AND 
THE POLICE
Alien Boy screens at the 4th annual Cinema 

Pacific Film Festival

JAMES CHASSE AT HIS 

PORTLAND GROUP HOME
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Museum of Art’s West of Center Exhibit
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CINEMA PACIFIC FILM FESTIVAL
for tickets and show info please visit 
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independent film 10:30pm$3 COMING SOON:     

DISORIENT ASIAN 
AMERICAN FILM FESTIVAL 
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SERVING DELICIOUS NEW YORK PIZZA BY THE SLICE AND BY THE WHOLE PIZZA PIE

®

COUPON

$2.00 
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ANY 18” LARGE 

1211 ALDER
686-9598

11AM-MIDNIGHT SUN-THU 

11AM-1AM FRI-SAT

55 SILVER LN.
654-0603
11AM-10PM DAILY

COUPONS GOOD UNTIL

MAY 2ND, 2013

SY'S NEW YORK PIZZA 
NOW FREE DELIVERY FROM BOTH LOCATIONS

The path of inner Light and Sound
(Talk given by a local speaker)

Admission Free
www.santmat.net

Sat., April 27th - 2:30pm

Eugene Library ~ Singer Rm.
100 W 10th Ave.

1-877-MEDITATE

SPIRITUALITY
Sant Mat

The goal of Sant Mat is to enable the soul 
to return and merge into its source; 

the purpose of human life described by 
mystics of all traditions.

Dr. Katz is an educator, author, social theorist and 

one of America’s leading anti-sexist male activists.

Co-sponsored by the ASUO, The Survivors Justice Ctr., The 

Offi ce of the Dean of Students, The University Counseling 

& Testing Center, Residential Life, the LGBTQA, The College 

of Arts & Sciences, The University Health Center, ASUO 

Women’s Ctr., & Religious Directors Assoc.

FREE and open to the public. ASL interpretation provided.

MASCULINITY
SPEAKER 
SERIES:

EXPLORING 
GENDER,
IDENTITY, &
VIOLENCE

Presented by the

ASUO Men’s Center

and the UO Sexual

Violence Prevention 

& Education Program

BAD BOYS & 

BYSTANDERS:
Silence and Violence 
in Male Culture

DR. JACKSON KATZ

WEDNESDAY

APRIL 24TH

7:30 PM

PLC 180

For more information, contact 

541-346-1198 or asap@uoregon.edu


