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The other two documentary fi lms ig-

nored by EW are highly unfl attering to 

Israel. 5 Broken Cameras reveals the bru-

tality and racism of the Israeli occupation 

of the West Bank, focused on resistance by 

the village of Bil’in to construction of the 

Segregation Wall across its land.

The second documentary, The Gate-

keepers, consists of interview clips from six 

former heads of Shin Bet, the Israeli internal 

security agency. Now free to speak with the 

realism necessary in professional spies, they 

describe the disinterest of Israel’s political 

leadership in peace despite its pretensions 

otherwise, and its choice instead to steal 

and control Palestinian land while engaging 

Palestinians from a position of impotence in 

fruitless “peace process” negotiations.

This has long been well-known by Mid-

dle East scholars and professional Middle 

East correspondents, was conclusively ex-

posed by the 1,684-fi le Palestine Papers 

released in 2011 by Al-Jazeera and The 

Guardian and has been described for sev-

eral years by our local Al-Nakba Aware-

ness Project and others around the country 

who advocate for Palestinian human rights 

under international law.

But inquiring minds are asking if the pu-

tatively progressive EW, despite overwhelm-

ing evidence, treats this as a third rail too 

dangerous to touch. Is EW a PEP (Progres-

sive Except for Palestine) publication?

Jack Dresser, Ph.D.

Co-director, 

Al-Nakba Awareness Project

Springfi eld

OUR LIVING CONSTITUTION 

In his letter Feb. 21, Mark Robinowitz 

states we must redirect forces in our society 

to solve our global crises. In this vein, the 

burgeoning community rights movement, 

led by the Community Environmental 

Legal Defense Fund (CELDF), works to 

dismantle legal barricades to sustainability. 

The movement’s goal is to seize local 

decision-making authority by recognizing 

the rights of communities and nature over 

those of corporations, thereby allowing 

communities to reject corporate harms, 

like fracking, coal trains and GMOs.

Modern corporations are the antithesis 

of sustainability. Corporate rights enable 

environmental devastation for profi t with 

little accountability. In 1819, the Supreme 

Court began to extend constitutional protec-

tions to corporations by interpreting a docu-

ment written by white male property own-

ers, who imported English Common Law, 

a body of law that authorized international 

empire-building and resource exploitation. 

Is it then surprising that corporations have 

turned the seemingly limitless bounty of 

early America into a nation with a falter-

ing environment and a role in an escalating 

global energy and climate crisis?

The community rights movement 

empowers local citizens to re-balance the 

rights equation and to make sustainable 

practices the law. Local ordinances banning 

specifi c corporate harms, and in some 

cases, elevating the rights of communities 

and nature over those of corporations, now 

exist in 150 municipalities in eight states. 
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Siri Vik
My Funny Valentine
The Life & Lyrics 
of Lorenz Hart

March 14-17 

Ladysmith Black Mambazo
Saturday, March 9 - The Shedd

The Fabulous 
Thunderbirds 
James Cotton 
Jody Williams
Bob Margolin

Blues at the
Crossroads

Muddy &
The Wolf

Friday
March 8
Hult Center
682-5000

B. B. King 
Sun, March 10
Hult Center, Eugene

541-682-5000
theshedd.org/bbking

bbking.com

bbkingfanclub.net


