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ple or dogs” at the request of ODFW. She says that “signs were posted in the vicinity of 

the three traps; the fi rst sign was 15 feet in front of the fi rst trap,” and that the location 

was chosen because it was not often used by humans but was by otters. Dennehy says 

that when it comes to wildlife damage, “trapping is our last resort.”

Mackler says that this is the third dog injured or killed on or very close to public 

lands in Oregon within a year. Fritz’s owners say that they saw no signs coming into the 

hatchery and no signs along the path.

Mackler asks, “Can you imagine if a child had stepped into that trap, if it has the abil-

ity to kill a 65-pound dog? It’s frightening.” She says the hatchery workers themselves 

were sympathetic and even offered to bury Fritz along the loop trail where he used to 

play. 

Predator Defense says that at every legislative session ODFW is allocated funds to 

contract federal trappers from the Wildlife Services lethal control program, and in the 

last two-year period a minimum of $840,000 was given to ODFW and the Oregon De-

partment of Agriculture to kill predators, including the river otters targeted by the Salm-

on River Hatchery. The group has lobbied for years to end the Wildlife Services agency 

as well as to put tighter restrictions on trapping in Oregon.

For more information on the issue go to predatordefense.org — Camilla Mortensen 

POLLUTION UPDATE
Oregon DEQ followed up its Dec. 13 pre-enforcement notice to Norpac Foods, Inc., 

(EW 12/27) with a civil penalty in the amount of $9,600 on Jan. 31. Norpac over-applied 

food processing wastewater to a fi eld near Scio, resulting in illegal discharges to a ditch 

that drains to the North Santiam River. According to DEQ, “food processing wastewater 

contains high levels of biochemical oxygen demand (BOD) which, when discharged to 

waters of the state, can pose a substantial threat to the receiving stream and aquatic spe-

cies.” DEQ also credited Norpac for efforts that likely resulted in the violations being 

limited to a single day.

DEQ also recently followed up on its Jan. 22 pre-enforcement notice to SierraPine 

(EW 2/7) with a civil penalty in the amount of $1,800 on Feb. 21. SierraPine exceeded 

the total suspended solids limit in its Clean Water Act wash water permit by 183 percent 

in November at its 48th Street facility in Springfi eld, which discharges to the McKenzie 

River. SierraPine received a warning letter from DEQ in December 2011 for the same 

type of violation. —  Doug Quirke/Oregon Clean Water Action Project

LANE COUNTY AREA SPRAY SCHEDULE
• Roseburg Resources Company 935-2507, plans to ground spray glyphosate, 

imazapyr, triclopyr amine and/or triclopyr ester on noxious weeds on its forest lands in 
Townships 18S 06W, 18S 08W and 19S 06W, a countywide notification. See ODF notice 
2013-781-00163.

• Weyerhaeuser Company Springfield Operations 988-7502 plans to backpack 
spray any of several chemicals listed on 97 acres near Parsons and/or McGowan and 
several other creeks and/or tributaries. See ODF 

Compiled by Jan Wroncy, Forestland Dwellers: 342-8332, forestlanddwellers.org

• Fifth Street Public Market owner Brian Obie is bullish on Eugene and has apartments 
and other big plans for county-owned land at 6th and Oak. We think more housing downtown 
is generally a good thing, but buried deep in the paperwork is mention of moving the Lane 

County Farmers Market: “Momentum has already begun with the inclusion of the workforce 
housing development of HACSA and the eminent potential of including the Lane County 
Farmer’s Market as a center piece of the development.” Sure, the Farmers Market 
desperately needs to expand, but what about other options that would keep it downtown 
(south of busy 6th Avenue) and attached to Saturday Market? Expanding onto the county’s 
“butterfly” parking lot or temporarily closing 8th Avenue to make more space strike us as 
better options, and objectors haven’t come up with any good reason to shoot them down.

This week county commissioners voted 4-1 in favor of leasing the land for 99 years for 
this development after receiving only one proposal and over Commissioner Pete Sorenson’s 
objection that there was no public hearing planned on the matter.

• Hold your horses! We’re reserving judgment on the proposed city fee that will be on 
the May ballot until we have more facts. We know city services, particularly those affecting 
the poor and middle class, will be in bad shape without it. We know the fee per dwelling unit 
is $10 per month, and that there will be an exclusion for low-income folks. But we don’t know 
how poor is too poor to pay. Lots of other issues to look at as well. We’re not saying “yea” or 
“neigh” until we have more numbers.

• Some eyebrows were raised when the Springfield Chamber of Commerce gave The 

Register-Guard a Heritage Award Feb. 5 for its “continued coverage of the business news in 
Springfield in Eugene.” In making the announcement, Chamber Executive Director Dan Egan 
said the daily paper has been a “friend of the chamber and the business community at 
large.” We hear that Egan meets regularly with Bridget Baker, the daily’s PR director, but 
what’s odd is that the R-G has been working for decades to put Springfield’s own community 
newspapers out of business, starting with the Springfield News and continuing on with The 

Springfield Beacon and now the hyper-local Springfield Times, which looks like it might 
make it despite the intense competition. The R-G distributes its Springfield Extra around 
town each week and hands out free daily papers Thursdays in front of the Springfield Post 
Office. Here’s a tongue-twister for ya: Blatant buttering up of Bridget Baker burns bridges.

• Our story last week on the proposed shutting down of access to Lane County’s 
traditionally nude beach, Glassbar Island, for 10 years has been racking up online 
comments. Surely there is a way that The Nature Conservancy and its allies in restoration 
can save the environment and let longtime clothing-optional nature lovers have access 
— after all, the nudies have long participated in cleaning up the area. Our favorite online 
comment comes from Lane County Commissioner Jay Bozievich who weighed in and said 
that he supports public access to public property as “the default policy,” and “I do not care 
about the folks using Glassbar au natural. Remember, I am a small ‘l’ libertarian. If someone 
wants to get skin cancer in weird places, it’s not my concern.” We hear the issue might come 
up before the commission again.

• Forget Eugene as a “sustainable city.” The Wall Street Journal says Eugene is a logging 

town on the rebound. In a Feb. 24 article that reads a little like a pro-timber opinion piece, 
the WSJ interviewed Swanson lumber, Seneca timber and Glenda Poling, the manager of the 
Lane County Community and Economic Development Division, as well as other timber 
industry resources who all said logging is on the rebound and credit the housing boom and 
log exports to China. The WSJ quotes Poling as saying “I don’t think anything will ever take 
the place of the timber industry.” Ouch. Maybe Lane County should start thinking outside 
the timber box because tying ourselves to logging sure hasn’t helped cash-strapped 
schools, public safety or needed county and city services.

• Congrats to Oregon Sen. Jeff Merkley, the only member of Congress to earn a 100 
percent lifetime score from the League of Conservation Voters. The new National 
Environmental Scorecard cites Merkley for his leadership in Oregon and the nation on 
issues of climate change, green jobs and protecting the public health from environmental 
hazards. Rep. Peter DeFazio and Sen. Ron Wyden have lifetime scores of 89 percent. By 
comparison, Rep. Greg Walden has a score of 13 percent. See all the scores at wkly.ws/f 
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lighten up
“Sequester” means “Help! We don’t know what the hell we’re doing up here.”
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 Wall to Wall
Winter Cycling Gear

Bike artisans & their creations Sat. 3rd

Details at facebook.com/arrivingbybike

S a l e  s t a r t s  at  1 0  a m  

W E D N E S DAY               Special Occasion (Mother of 
the Bride!) rack includes a collection of 
Lynn Lugo silk dresses (while they last!) 

 luxurious Citron printed silks

 fun Loco Lindo printed rayons 

 one-of-a-kind Veranda Wear cotton 
jackets from Guatemala

 assorted spring styles & winter closeouts

 starting Saturday, additional mark
downs on selected items!

Wednesday, 

March 6th 

thru Sunday, 

March 10th

*Can be used for one total purchase of 
in-stock merchandise (sale and non-sale). 
Cannot include special orders, layaway 
pick-ups, gift certificates, consignment 
merchandise or be applied retroactively for 
refunds on prior purchases. One coupon only 
per transaction. Expires March 31, 2013.

Bring in this ad for an additional 

20% off one total purchase.*

18th & Willamette, Meridian Building

(541) 431-3411


