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reduce, programs like CAHOOTS, Fire 

Station #2, etc., because we are mad at the 

government? 

I support “radical” change to create a 

more fair and equitable society. Ultimately, 

I don’t believe real answers to our problems 

can be found in government or corporate 

solutions. But if a tax is necessary to 

preserve services that benefi t those who 

are suffering most, then I’ll put my anti-

government sentiment aside to support 

taxes to save such services.

Pat Coogan

Eugene

FEES NEEDED

There’s widespread frustration with the 

prospect of City Council adding new fees to 

pay for public services. That’s understand-

able: Eugene is constantly faced with new 

budget crises, which our leaders don’t seem 

creative or innovative enough to fi x or im-

prove. And it seems politicians are doing bet-

ter than ever as vital services face major cuts 

and growing numbers face economic woes.

Despite this, in the absence of immediate 

solutions, I support the fees. Some of the 

services that would lose funds, such as the 

library or fi re department, serve a broad 

section of the community. Others, such as 

Buckley House or CAHOOTS, have more 

specifi c clientele, which includes some of 

the worst-off in our community (mostly 

homeless and mentally ill). Additionally, 

Buckley and CAHOOTS staff are not city 

or county employees; they don’t receive 

PERS benefi ts; they receive meager wages 

for what is a labor of love: serving those 

who are suffering.

Aside from alleviating suffering, 

Buckley and CAHOOTS are relatively low-

cost programs that actually save the public 

money. In the absence of CAHOOTS, most 

of their “business” would go to much more 

expensive police and paramedics. In the 

absence of Buckley, many of their clients 

would go to jail or the hospital, further 

burdening those costly resources. 

These new fees would help preserve 

badly needed services. Our local leaders 

deserve criticism for their many failings, 

but rejecting the proposed fees will mainly 

hurt service providers and their clients, not 

overpaid government bureaucrats. 

Thomas James

Eugene

STAYING ALIVE

Regarding Lynn Porter’s letter of Feb. 7: 

We are lucky to live in Eugene, where at least 

there are laws for drivers and pedestrians. 

Try walking in many other cities.

I walk. I ride a bike. I rode motorcycles. 

In all cases I was aware that cars were 

bigger and stronger than I was. Quit 

walking offensively and try defensively.

Fred McCord 

Eugene
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Get Euphoric
Valentine’s

Day!

EuphoriaChocolate.com

17th & Willamette
(541) 343-9223

Oakway Center
(541) 343-0407

Stewart & Bertelsen
(541) 344-4605

Lane Community College Proudly Presents

Dr. Arun Gandhi
“Lessons From My Grandfather”

Thursday, February 21, 2013 • 7pm

This event is FREE and open to the public

Lane Community College 4000 E. 30th Ave.
Center for Meeting and Learning, Rooms 103 & 104

Questions 
& Answers 
Following 
Presentation

For more information 

please call: 

541-463-5307

SPONSORED BY:

Lane Community College’s 

Diversity Strategic Direction 

Committee, Diversity 

Offi  ce, Professional 

& Organizational 

Development Offi  ce, 

International Programs 

and Peace Center;

Dr. David and Lisa DeHaas; 

EWEB and the 

Eugene Weekly

an equal opportunity/

affi  rmative action 

institution

For disability accommodations, 

contact Disability Resources at 

(541) 463-5150 or 

(541) 463-3079 (TTY) at least 

one week in advance

Slow Money

Investing As If Food, Farms 
and Fertility Mattered

featuring Woody Tasch

Tuesday, February 19, 2013, 7:00 p.m.
Great Room, Global Scholars Hall, 15th and Moss

Woody Tasch is founder and president of Slow Money and 
author of Inquiries into the Nature of Slow Money: Investing As If 
Food, Farms and Fertility Mattered. Slow Money is a network of 
people who are concerned about where their food comes from 
and where their money goes. 

The University of Oregon is an equal opportunity, affirmative action institution committed to cultural diversity and 

compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.


