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now, when might be the appropriate time
to do such visioning? If planning begins
now, then the downtown cultural district
will become a legacy project, marveled at
and deeply appreciated by Lane County
residents far into the future.
Robert L. Hart, executive director
Lane County Historical Society and
Museum

LANGUAGE IS KEY

Communication is key to contribute to a
world and its progress. To do so we rely on
language. We live in a world with over 6,000
languages and according to studies 90 per-
cent of these languages are spoken by only
100,000 people and dwindling. Why are we
hell-bent on reducing our cultural capital?

InaJan. 17 column by Anne Bridgman,
“Foreign Language Squeeze,” a need for
more language courses was underlined,
along with smaller classrooms to ensure
that proficiency was obtained.

In both local and global economy we
should be able to communicate effective-
ly not just with rudimentary skills, like
cavemen/women. Is your message impor-
tant? Why would you not want to convey
the exact idea you are trying to commu-
nicate? Apart from this ideal, is there no
language requirement to fulfill at colleges
and universities nowadays?

So I ask, ¢En que estd pasando? Do we
care in recognizing the diverse cultural
makeup of our own country and the
languages that go along with it?

Are we willing to leave a bankrupt
English-only view of the world to our
children? I won’t! Thank you, Anne, for
not “Shortchanging Our Schools.”

Phil Carrasco
Eugene

WILL OREGON BE NEXT?

I am glad to see that our country is
one step closer to having true equality for
all. T am writing in response to Shannon
Finnell’s article Jan. 10 that talked about
marriage equality and the headaches that
could possible come with it. It’s refreshing
to see an article about marriage equality
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that also brings to light the legal struggles
that newlywed couples are faced with.
The article was mainly focused on the
couple and their wedding plans, but it did
a good job emphasizing how difficult the
process actually is. Like how the Oregonian
couple had to travel to New York to get
married, and the little-known fact that if you
get married in a certain state you also have
to get divorced in that state. Not to mention
the lack of federal recognition and all the
work that must be done to ensure that you
have your rights nationally as a couple.
Like many Oregonians I am glad to
see a few states take this step and hope to
see Oregon take this step someday soon as
well, but I would like to see more people
informed about the difficulties behind
same sex marriages and everything that
those couples need to go through even
when they are allowed to get married.
Jennifer Borrero
Eugene

LIMITS ON STAFF

Reading the letters of complaint lately
[1/3] regarding the use of “isolation
rooms” in 4J schools has me wondering.
What exactly do these people propose
for a solution to replace them? You have
a limited staff due to budget cuts, and
overcrowded classrooms where the
learning process is already impaired, and
now we need to have what a dedicated
staff in each school to administer/ control
out-of-control children? Pray tell where
are the funds to come from?

Unless parents are prepared to respond
on extremely short notice to pick their
children up when they have a meltdown,
there really is no other solution if the other
children in the classroom aren’t to suffer
from the interruptions to their learning
environment. Maybe parents could
volunteer to form an “emergency response”
team that would be trained to deal with
children with behavioral issues. Short of
that the state will need to be forthcoming
in more funds; good luck with that.

Jeff Innis
Eugene
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