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OLD GOATS: Written, directed, filmed and edited by Taylor Guterson. Starring Bob 
Burkholder, Britton Crosley, David VanderWal, Gail Shackel and Benita Staadecker. 

ShadowCatcher Entertainment, 2012. Not rated. 91 minutes. 00011.

T
aylor Guterson’s quietly likable debut feature, 

Old Goats, is a very Northwestern film — 

damp, relaxed, full of the mellow charms of its 

Bainbridge Island setting and featuring more 

cups of coffee than you can count. The film 

showcases three old goats, each wrestling with 

age in a specific way: Bob (Bob Burkholder), who’s 

just written a memoir detailing his colorful life and 

plentiful sexual conquests, can hardly hold still; he’s 

constantly asking friends for a ride or offering 

unsolicited advice on their futures. Dave (David 

VanderWal) has just retired, and while his vision of the 

rest of his life isn’t exactly precise, it’s certainly at odds 

with that of his uptight (and thinly written) wife, 

Crystal (Gail Shackel). 

But Old Goats’ plot, wispy as it is, belongs to Britt 

(Britton Crosley), who at the film’s start is giving a 

presentation on the solo sailing trip he’s been planning. 

After living for 30 years on his cluttered, beloved boat, 

Britt — who’s never been as far as a neighboring state 

— plans to strike out across the Pacific. He details his 

preparations (which include practicing such vital skills 

as scanning the horizon for debris) in a talk he gives to 

an oddball, semi-impromptu men’s club that gathers 

every Monday night. It’s where the three men originally 

met, and is the setting of some of the film’s most 

effective scenes. The largely improvised conversations 

that take place during the weekly gatherings sparkle with 

a peculiar appeal and a cheerily argumentative honesty. 

But Britt can’t quite bring himself to leave his boat, 

and his snug, compact life, at least not for the 

unpredictable open sea. Crosley has a sympathetic, wary 

face, and his tentative steps into a new part of the world 

— life after his job; life off his boat; the newfangled 

wilds of online dating — are thoughtfully presented, 

with a light sense of humor. Though the production 

values reflect the film’s tiny budget and the score often 

seems to belong in a more whimsical film, Old Goats has 

moments of subtle wisdom and is refreshingly 

straightforward in its depiction of the lives of older men 

(the women are mostly present as foils for the men). 

There are no gimmicky, overwritten characters, no 

heavily sentimental moments; instead, Guterson lets his 

actors talk, and their conversational rhythms carry the 

film. Nothing much happens except that the men, over all 

those cups of coffee and a few glasses of wine, gently (or 

not, in Bob’s case) reorder each other’s lives. Old Goats

probably won’t knock your socks off, but it’s not really 

trying to; it’s a quiet testament to the endless potential for 

change. ■

MOVIES BY MOLLY TEMPLETON

FRUMPY OLD MEN
Playful NW fi lm follows the lives of three ‘old goats’ on Bainbridge Island

December Food Drive

NINKASIBREWING.COM • EUGENE, OREGON

For the month of December any individual or business who donates three or more cans of food at 
the Ninkasi Tasting Room (272 Van Buren in Eugene) will not only receive a sassy Ninkasi Holiday 
Ornament, but will also have their name featured on a keg sleeve that will go on the Ninkasi Tasting 
Room Holiday tree! Perpeutate Better Living and help us give the gift of nourishment with the help 

of our friends at FOOD For Lane County.

Seasons Greetings ' Cheers,
from your friends at 

Ninkasi Brewing Company

492 East 13th
  

686-2458 
bijou-cinemas.com *Adults—$7*Students w/ID—$6*Seniors—$5*Matinees—$5*Lates—$5*Miser Mondays—$3*
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Asian Food

Market

www.sunriseasianfood.com
M-Th 9am-7pm•F 9am-8pm•Sa 9am-7pm•Su 10am-6pm

70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene • 541-343-3295

20% OFF

Valid through 12-31-12

Largest Selection

of Asian Groceries
Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen products,

deli, snacks, drinks, sauces, spices,

produce, housewares, and more.

We carry groceries from Holland,
India, Pakistan and Polynesia

Sushi & Asian deli take-out

ALL ZOJIRUSHI, TIGER & PANASONIC 
ELECTRIC RICE COOKERS, AIR POT 
WATER EATERS ELECTRIC GRILLS, 

ROASTERS & SIZZLERS

HOLIDAY SPECIAL

TED
9:55

MOONRISE 
KINGDOM

5:05

SAFETY NOT
GUARANTEED

5:05; 8:30

DARK KNIGHT
RISES
6:50

“TEXT-A-BEER” 541-913-5733
ORDER DRINKS & FOOD RIGHT FROM YOUR SEAT

“NO LONGER SNEAKING BEER INTO THE MOVIES SINCE 2008”

FOOD 
MENU

THURS DEC 13 - WED DEC 19THU

762-1700 | 180 E. 5TH AVE
davidminortheater.com

TIX 
$5

$2 Tix 
Sun & Tues

21 & 
ovER

LAWLESS
9:55

HOPE SPRINGS
6:50


