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WATER VIEWS
“People care more about something they have access to,” 

Krueger says. In order for people to comprehend how much 

we affect the river and how important the river is to us, they 

need to do more than just drive over it on their way south 

from Portland. “I don’t know how many times the word 

microbrew came up,” Krueger says of conversations on how 

to best use the river and potential riverfront sites. 

Eugene has the 27-acre EWEB site to look to as it tries 

to balance open space, river values and development. The 

site has been used for storage and operations since the 

1950s, but EWEB has been moving that over to a new 

location on Roosevelt. “It’s been pretty heavily used,” 

Robertson says. A portion of the site was home to a coal 

gasification plant that dates back to the ’20s and ’30s, 

before EWEB owned the property. “There is some soil 

contamination there that if that portion of the site were to 

be developed would have to be dealt with,” Robertson 

says. He says the previous owners would be responsible 

for the vast majority of the clean-up costs. 

For industrial properties such as EWEB, or heavily 

used commercial properties such as the ones along the 

river in Glenwood that are undergoing a refinement plan 

process, “Habitat restoration might not be the most bang 

for the buck,” Krueger says. 

Goal 5 planning means that there is to be a 100-foot 

setback from the top of the bank to where development 

begins and most private development can’t take place 

there. Goal 15’s Willamette Greenway means that in some 

areas there is much more open space along the river. 

Williams of Willamette Riverkeeper says he thinks a good 

riverfront development would have a riparian zone 

throughout with 30 or 40 feet of willows, more mature 

stands of cottonwoods, “a basic buffer a great blue heron 

can duck into when people walk by” and then gaps where 

people can get down to the river and have a view. 

Robertson says that EWEB went through an extensive 

master plan planning process and that the EWEB site 

master plan should go before the Eugene City Council and 

the city’s Planning Commission in early 2013. The “master 

plan fits what the community wants for this site,” he says, 

both protecting the riparian area where the land and river 

come together and allowing people to enjoy the riverfront 

to create something that is aesthetically pleasing. The plan 

calls for open space, mixed-use apartments and retail, 

Robertson says. 

In addition for planning for the changing river, part of the 

challenge lies in putting in infrastructure like roads, cleaning 

up the coal gasification plant and deciding on what to do 

with historic buildings like the old EWEB steam plant, 

which Roberson says has pipes made with asbestos but has 

been suggested as spot for a brewpub or steam museum. 

Once the master plan is in place, the site just needs a bunch 

of people with money to come in, Robertson says, adding, 

“It’s a pretty prime piece of real estate for someone who 

believes in communities and rivers.”

Developer Hugh Prichard agrees, “It’s a great 

opportunity for people to think about what would be most 

attractive and would what be best for the most people, and 

those are not necessarily two different things.”

Moll of the McKenzie River Trust waxes a little more 

philosophical about the river in the face of a changing 

climate: “The more pertinent question becomes ‘If that is 

what I believe, then what can be done about it all?’” He 

says, “I think encouraging people to enjoy, use, see, touch 

the river gets at that in some ways — encouraging self-

interest and satisfaction in the immediate time frame and 

then appealing to a sense of legacy — that this is what we 

want our grandchildren’s grandchildren to have access to 

in the future as well.” ■
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PADDLING WITH WILLAMETTE RIVERKEEPER 

8 MILES DOWNSTREAM FROM EUGENE

OPEN DAILY
Till 9pm

We Accept
WIC & EBT Cards

• Panaderia
• Pasteleria
• Frutas 
• Verduras
• Carnes Frescas
• Taqueria
• Cerveza

• Bakery
• Pasteries
• Fruits
• Vegetables 
• Fresh Meats
• Taco Shop
• Beer

Hominy
Maíz para pozole

    $3.29

Carnitas
Plate     $6.99

Dozen 
Cooked  
Cold Tamales
Pork, Chicken
or Cheese w/Bell Pepper

$18.00

    $$ 99999      $$$$$$$$$$

OPEN THANKSGIVING DAY
until 6pm

* 1525 Franklin Blvd.  Eugene, OR            * 136 SW Third • Corvallis, OR *
541-343-7944                                                          541-754-7944

SOUTHERN AND NORTHERN INDIAN CUISINE 

EW's BEST ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET 2008-2009 
LUNCH BUFFET

 7 Days a Week 11:30am - 2:30pm * Dinner 5–9:30pm * 5 Years in Eugene

EAT & PARK
FREE PARKING FOR EVENTS AT MATT KNIGHT ARENA

WHEN YOU DINE WITH US

DONALD DEXTER JR DMD LLC

DENTISTRY

Browse our website or call if you have any questions!
We look forward to providing your care.

2233 WILLAMETTE ST, BLDG B � 541-485-6644

w w w. d r d e x t e r. c o m

Our vision is simple – we believe 

in integrity above all else, and we 

serve those who are seeking a 

trusted source for their dental care


