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makes the zone an even more ridiculous idea. “If they’re tak-
ing people who they would otherwise put in jail, which is
what they’re saying, and excluding them, they’re taking them
out of a highly policed area and putting them into relatively
unpoliced areas,” she says. “That’s where I get the idea that
[downtown is] a very exclusive club.”

David Fidanque, executive director of the ACLU of Or-
egon, says that he thinks that even without litigation, the situ-
ation downtown has changed, and the amended zone will re-
sult in fewer pre-trial exclusions. “It’s an end run around the
criminal justice process,” Fidanque says. “It gives the illu-
sion that the city is doing something when other things are re-
ally making the difference downtown.” — Shannon Finnell

COUNTY COAL VOTE
CONTROVERSY

Despite the controversy surrounding coal trains run-
ning through Eugene and Lane County, the Board of Lane
County Commissioners had scheduled a vote in support
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of coal trains and the Coos Bay Bulk Terminal for Oct. 3
with no public input. After outcry against the resolution
arose, Commission Chair Sid Leiken suggested the vote be
moved to Oct. 17. The commission will take public com-
ments at that time, and also at its Oct. 16 vote in Florence.

Listed on the agenda under the heading “County Ad-
ministration” was an item called “Port of Coos Bay Bulk
Terminal Support,” to be brought up by Intergovernmental
Relations Manager Alex Cuyler, who says on his Twitter
feed that he is, in simpler terms, a lobbyist. Because the
materials associated with the Coos Bay vote were not post-
ed until the morning of Oct. 2 it was unclear what the vote
would be on. The materials consisted of a “white paper”
giving background on the issue and a resolution drawn up
in favor of supporting the Coos Bay terminal and its as-
sociated coal trains.

Cuyler told EW in an email that the vote was not made
public and the agenda item did not specifically say the vote
would concern coal because “The Lane County Board of
Commissioners routinely considers controversial issues at
its regular, publicly noticed meetings. The issue at hand is
the bulk handling terminal. The white paper and resolution

reference the materials to be handled, including coal.”

During the commissioners’ meeting, it was announced
the materials were not posted in time for the public to be
fully aware of the vote because of an ill staffer. But Leiken
also told the R-G that budget cuts are what delayed the in-
formation. Commissioner Rob Handy has complained that
county agendas and associated materials are posted late,
leaving him and fellow progressive Commissioner Pete
Sorenson out of the loop on votes such as this. Both Handy
and Sorenson called for a public hearing on the coal issue.

Commissioner Jay Bozievich said at the meeting that he
felt enough information was out there already.

A resolution expresses the county’s opinion on an issue
such as coal but does not determine whether coal can be
shipped through Lane County. An anti-coal train resolution
that has garnered a great deal of public attention was pro-
posed by Alan Zelenka on the Eugene City Council agen-
da. It was hotly debated on Oct. 8. That resolution would
have city attorneys research if Eugene could use state and
federal public health and safety laws to stop coal from be-
ing transported through it. A council vote is scheduled
for Oct. 22. — Camilla Mortensen
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October 12-14, 2012 , .
250) Home & Garden Exhibits & Hourly Serminars

Remodel it Now Series! Extension Service!
St. Vincent's Antique Shop ~ Great Entertainment Acts!

SPEAKING!
Deborah Pierce, AlA
Author: The Accessible Home
Award Winning Architect
Saturday 12noon

MNew Life for Old Homes

Using Universal Design
Saturday 3:00pm

Bathrooms for

All Ages & Abilities
Sunday 12noon

Kitchens for

All Ages & Abilities

Win PRIZES!
Locally Crafted A-Frame Garden Shed
Quality Woodcraft Sponsored by KEZI-9

BIG Green Egg BBQ Girill
Premium Spa & Stoves Sponsored by KEZI-9

Country Stoves - Striker Wood Stove
Emerald Hearth, Spa & Patio Sponsored by KVAL-TV

LED Kitchen Cabinet Lighting Package
Brighter Homes Lighting Sponsored by KVAL-TV

Corsicana Classic Queen Mattress Set
The Mattress Company Sponsored by KVAL-TV

eHomeShow.com
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Saturday! Scott Cully
Master Pumpkin Carver
Carving Extravaganza

FREE!
ADMISSION

Bring Canned Food
Donaotions
FOQD for Lane Co,

HOURS!
Fri. 5pm-9pm
Sat. 10am-9pm
Sun. 10am-5pm

Fairgrounds
Eugene
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