NO WORRIES
ABOUT GIANT
BROWN SPIDERS

You might have noticed there’ve been a lot of really
big, kind of scary, brown spiders running around lately. It’s
not your arachnophobia making you paranoid; late summer
into fall is mating season for the arachnids.

Don’t smash them, says Melissa Scherr of the North-
west Entomological Research Center, because what you
are seeing are male spiders that are horny, looking for
mates and are pretty much harmless. Normally the spi-
ders are reticent but she sees in their search for females
the males go “full bore until they find what they need” and
probably won’t slow down

It’s hobo spiders Oregonians tend to fear because of
the belief that they have a venomous bite that causes ne-
crosis, but Scherr says first of all spiders like this rarely
bite us. The way their jaws are shaped doesn’t lend them-
selves to biting humans. “It’s kind of like you trying to
bite a giant, inflatable beach ball,” she says. Also, Scherr
says, there’s no direct evidence that a hobo spider bite has
caused necrosis in a human. Even better, no hobo spiders
have been documented in Oregon south of Corvallis, and
there are no brown recluse spiders in Oregon at all, ac-
cording to Scherr. The state does have black widows, but
with their black bodies and red hourglass on their abdo-
men, the females are not easily confused with harmless
brown spiders.

If you did get bitten by a spider, Scherr says it is pos-
sible to have an allergic reaction, in the same way some-

one might be allergic to

until we get a cold spell.
Spiders trigger a primor-
dial fear for humans, Scherr
says. Despite her doctorate
in entomology, even she has
a second or two of shudder-
ing when she encounters
a spider, with its “creepy
walk and demeanor,” but
she says the key is to get
past that shudder and over-
ride the fear. The brown
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If the West Eugene EmX Extension
is put to a public vote, be ready to stock up
on NoDoz for the campaign.
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bees, but generally when
someone thinks he or she
has been bitten by a spi-
der it tends to actually be a
mosquito bite or something
else.

Orb weavers, Scherr
says, are even more harm-
less. They like to live out-
side, not in homes. But the
moment a human walks
into a web, “It’s like zero to

spiders you are seeing

might be anything from a barn funnel weaver (Tegenaria
domestica), to giant house spider (Tegenaria gigantia) or
a hobo spider (Tegenaria agrestis). The “agrestis” in the
hobo spider’s name doesn’t mean aggressive but has to do
with fields since in their native Europe, they are found pri-
marily outside.

ninja,” she says. Like their

orb-weaving counterparts, house-dwelling spiders help

you out by eating bugs, including silverfish and the bed

bugs that are becoming a problem across the country and
really do bite humans.

When you see a big brown spider skitter by, “It’s OK

to be afraid of it for the first second,” Scherr says, but

then “let your curiosity take over.” If you do want to get
over your arachnophobia next time you see a big spider,
she recommends killing it humanely by putting it in the
freezer then getting out a microscope or magnifying glass
for a close up look to override the fear and to see the
beauty of the bug. For more on identifying spiders, go
to the Northwest Entomological Research Center’s web-
page at nwerc.org to get links on spider identification via
its Facebook and Twitter feeds. — Camilla Mortensen

BLUE RIVER PARK
EYED FOR UPDATES

The Cascade mountains of the Willamette National
Forest are a popular summer tour for people from all over
the state and beyond, well known for great hiking and bik-
ing trails in particular — but along Hwy 126, the small
town of Blue River is getting less traffic stopping in than
it should, says a man who’s trying to change that.

Blue River is an unincorporated town of under 200
people that sits along the McKenzie Highway, adjacent
to the 1,240-acre Blue River Reservoir, and it is a place
where, according to resident Bob Shafer, “everybody
knows everybody ... and that’s a good thing.” Shafer
seeks to revitalize the town’s sole park, Blue River Com-
munity Park, in order to give locals a safe, beautiful place
to enjoy and to encourage valley visitors to stop for a pic-
nic and hopefully some gas or snacks as they bomb over
to Bend and back.

The park land was donated about 40 years ago, Sha-
fer says, and is well equipped with a gazebo, barbeque
pits, benches, a playground, baseball field and even tennis
and basketball courts that all need some simple updates
to make the place attractive to visitors again. “Nobody
has really taken the helm to try and get this thing back to
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(and other good books)

Campus store - 768 East 13th Ave
Downtown store - 525 Willamette

Largest Selection of
Asian Groceries

Seaweed, rice, noodles, frozen
products, deli, snacks, drinks,
sauces, spices, produce,
housewares, and more.

We carry groceries from Holland,
India, Pakistan and Polynesia
Sushi & Asian deli take-out
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www.sunriseasianfood.com

M-Th 9am-7pmeF 9am-8pmeSa 9am-7pmeSu 10am-6pm
70 W. 29th Ave. Eugene ¢ 541-343-3295
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“The Land East”
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Traditional
Greek & Indian Food

SPRINGFIELD THUNDEREGG
ROCK CLUB

55th ANNUAL
GEM & MINERAL SHOW
October 6th & 7th
Sat 10-6 Sun 10-4:30
Guy Lee Elementary School

' 6 REVOLVING TAPS

BURGER, FRIES
& A PINT SPECIAL
EVERY WEDNESDAY

UITIBLE

992 Willamette « Eugene, OR 97401

343-9661

755 Harlow Rd.
Free Admission
Rough rock and finished jewelry
Kid’s activities
Accepting non-perishable food
For Food for Lane Co.

BEAGLE™

2435 Hilyard St. e Eugene, OR 97405
541-484-3062  www.thehumblebeaglepub.com

open for dinner:
sun-thurs 5pm - 10ish e fri-sat 5pm - 11ish
happy hour everyday: 5-6pm & 9pm-close




