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2008-2009 when Kemp was in jail. The standards are 

referenced in the Lane County Jail Standards and are the basis 

for annual jail inspections, Dugan says.

Kemp filed a suit in December 2010 alleging that county 

law enforcement and county medical officials mistreated him 

and neglected his medical needs. He was arrested in December 

2008 at a gas station while allegedly taking his clothes off, 

muttering nonsensical sentences and saying he was looking 

for an “Air Ranger,” according to court documents. Jail 

officials released him that same night, but he was arrested 

again the next morning for trespassing at another building. He 

was then placed on a mental health hold. 

According to the suit, deputies allegedly assaulted him 

after he did not respond to their orders. He is described as 

playing with his own feces and taking off his pants while in 

custody. The suit says Kemp was “physically assaulted and 

was punished because he was unable to respond; i.e., he was 

punished and assaulted because of conduct that was a 

manifestation of his disability.” It also says that jail officials 

ignored a Eugene Municipal Court judge’s order to transport 

Kemp to the Oregon State Hospital in Salem because he was 

mentally unfit to assist in his defense. Dugan says Kemp 

almost died during his incarceration. 

The motion to compel the county to release the Oregon 

Jail Standards document states that the county’s jail policies 

explicitly reference the standards, and “despite the fact that 

the county trained its new jail employees in these standards, 

and despite the fact that the county has stated that one of its 

experts will testify at trial regarding these standards, and 

despite the fact that the document is not otherwise available 

to [the] plaintiff, defendant county refuses to produce a copy 

to [the] plaintiff.”

In its objection to a request for a copy of the standards, the 

county wrote that the “defendants are in possession of a copy 

of the Oregon Jail Standards promulgated by the Oregon 

State Sheriff’s Association, but it is copyright protected. 

Defendants are unable to make a copy as requested without 

violating copyright laws.”

A Lane County spokesperson said the county does not 

comment on pending litigation. — Camilla Mortensen

INTERNATIONAL DAY 

OF PEACE SEPT. 21
The Eugene Peace Team will join the international 

Culture of Peace Initiative to observe the 2012 U.N. 

International Day of Peace Sept. 21 with a series of events.

From 7 to 8:30 am Friday at the Eugene Hilton will be an 

interfaith community breakfast with Anita Weiss, Ph.D., 

speaking on “Understanding Women’s Rights in Islam.” Cost 

is $5-$25.

From 11:30 am to 12:30 pm Friday at the EWEB Plaza 

will be a free event with music and a proclamation by Mayor 

Kitty Piercy of City of Peace Day. At noon will be a moment 

of silence for peace and a linking of hands across Lane 

County, followed by a walking tour of the DeFazio footbridge 

across the Willamette to the site of the Nobel Peace Park.

From 6:30 to 7:30 pm Friday at the EWEB Training 

Room will be a free international flag ceremony with 

Olympian Paula Berry speaking on “Peace is the only Gold.” 

See www.internationaldayofpeace.org or contact David 

Hazen of the Eugene Peace Team, 520-6621 or innercom@

peak.org
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• Lots of chatter out there about Gov. Kitzhaber’s continuing meetings with business, labor and other state 

leaders about restructuring Oregon taxes. Current projection is that a proposal won’t be ready for the 2013 

session of the Legislature. Will we all live long enough to see a “reasonable” proposal pass? That’s the 

governor’s goal. In all the talk about small business, big business, etc., we want to interject the theme that a 

state’s strongest draw for economic success is an excellent education system. Oregon’s current tax system is 

seriously hampering public education. See our new column “Shortchanging Our Schools” by Anne Bridgman 

this week.

• The UO and its School of Journalism and Communications should be concerned about some current press 

issues with the football program. Coaches at USC and UW and our own Chip Kelly have decided not to talk 

to sports reporters about injuries. Practices have been closed to the press for a long time. UO concessions 

staffers don’t dare peek at the practices, lest they learn a secret formation and spill it to the enemy. So the 

reporters will go to unofficial sources, like the hometown paper of an injured Oregon star. How ironic when the 

UO sports marketing experts and Oregon media have played such a big part in building this program. It’s all 

about access and the bottom line, both for the college football entertainment industry and Oregon mainstream 

media. Meanwhile, on to the Arizona game, at 7:30 pm Saturday at Autzen.

• From threats to charge more than a million dollars for public records to County Commissioner Jay Bozievich 

telling EW he’ll only talk to a reporter if he gets a public records request, Lane County administration’s 

willingness to provide information to the public is sliding downhill faster and faster. Last week the county 

issued a press release about the investigation into Rob Handy by the Department of Justice. The investigation 

was dropped because the DOJ did not find enough evidence to prove that Handy committed official 

misconduct or any other crime. Handy and his attorneys were delighted, if unsurprised, at the finding. They 

were less delighted that the county didn’t bother to let them know about the investigation being dropped or 

ask them to comment before issuing the release. 

• Pro-EmX supporters are finally getting some mainstream media attention this week, and we noticed our 

first “Yes on EmX” bumper sticker last week on the counter of a small business on West 7th Avenue. The fellow 

behind the counter told us he lives in Springfield, one block from an EmX stop, and the proposed west Eugene 

extension would have a stop just a block from his shop. We hear a lot about the potential impact of EmX 

construction on businesses along the route, but we don’t hear much about the transportation needs of the 

thousands of people who are employed by businesses along the route all the way out to Walmart and Target. 

Many of those workers have long commutes from Springfield, either by car or through multiple bus transfers. 

EmX would save workers time and money and reduce car traffic and parking issues throughout the metro 

area.

• Did you know that red worms eat their body weight each day and can live for 12 years? And that tasty little 

ground cherries are much easier to grow than regular tomatoes? And that Tulikivi soapstone wood stoves can 

be also heated by electricity and used to store energy? We filled our heads with information at the BRING 

Home and Garden Show Sept. 16 and organizers tell us hundreds of people showed up for the inspiring 12-site 

tour all over south Eugene. Overheard comments: “This house is amazingly spacious for 640 sq. ft.” “We need 

the Extension Service now more than ever.” “Is that really edible?” and “I’m not ready for aging in place.” We 

were also reminded of how many small businesses today cater to the growing demand for green living choices. 

Even in this endless recession, specialists are finding work in stained concrete, tile, stone, metal, solar, acoustic 

and electrical engineering, architecture, horticulture, permaculture, backyard livestock and dozens of other 

trades and professions. The future will be a fascinating mix of high-tech and low-tech.

• Republican Joe Pishioneri is continuing his peculiar attacks on Democrat John Lively in the open race for 

House District 12. We’re surprised Pishioneri isn’t running a more sophisticated and defensible campaign 

considering all the bucks from conservative interests that are flowing in. One case in point: Pishioneri says 

Lively is “wrong on the issues” for supporting Measures 66 & 67 that raised taxes on high-income Oregonians. 

He was quoted in the Springfield Times saying such positions are “contrary to what most of the voters in 

District 12 believe.” Did Pishioneri’s campaign forget that District 12 voters approved those measures by 65 

percent? The campaign also describes the measures as “job-killing,” but there’s no evidence that even one job 

was lost, and in fact many teacher jobs were saved. Joe’s sticking to his guns, but they’re not loaded.

SLANT includes short opinion pieces, observations and rumor-chasing notes compiled by the EW staff. Heard any good rumors lately? Contact Ted Taylor at 

484-0519, editor@eugeneweekly.com

slantslant

LIGHTEN UP
The Republican Party platform sets out a new vision for the country. 

One in which there is no IRS, no SEC and no EPA. 

Great! I’ve always wanted to live in Guatemala.  

BY RAFAEL ALDAVE

How’s your relationship?*
*With Family, Friends, Lovers, Co-workers, Self

Robin Grace LCSW, Psychotherapy

25 years practicing in Oregon, Alaska and New York
541-914-4914 • www.robingrace.com

541-870-9065 | www.hestiahomebiogas.com

Renewable, Dependable, Affordable
100% natural, clean burning energy in your own backyard anytime day or night, 

rain or shine for a fraction of the cost of solar panels.


